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BRAILLE  BOOK  REVIEW,  January,  1951 

Book  Announcements 
Press-made  Books 

All  press-made  or  Talking  Books  here  noted  are  provided  by  the  Federal  Government. 

Copies  of  these  government- supplied  books  are  placed  in  the  twenty-six  regional 

libraries  which  serve  the  blind.  A  list  of  these  libraries  appears  regularly  in 

the  January  and  June  numbers  of  the  magazine. 

Readers  are  required  to  borrow  books  from  the  library  designated  by  the  Library  of 

Congress  to  serve  their  respective  territories.  • 

In  the  list  which  follows,  the  first  book  notation  in  every  instance  should  be 

credited  to  the  Book  Review  Digest  unless  another  source  is  given. 

Allen,  Hervey.  Toward  the  morning.  7v  194-8  CPH 
The  third  in  a  projected  series  of  six  historical  novels  of  which  the  first  two  were 
"The  Forest  and  the  Fort" (available  in  braille  and  Talking  Book)  and  "Bedford  Vill- 
age" (available  in  braille).  The  place  is  Pennsylvania,  in  or  near  Carlisle;  the 
time  about  ten  years  before  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution, 

Calendar:  Arabic  motto  calendar  for  1950.  13  pages.  APH  Published  for  the 
John  Milton  Society,  156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York.  (Not  a  publication  of  the  U.  S. 
Government) 

Catalogs:  Xavier  catalogue  of  braille  books,  1950.  lv  APH  Published  for  the 
Xavier  Society,  154-  East  23rd  Street,  New  York  10,  N.Y.   Sent  free  upon  request. 
(Not  a  publication  of  the  U.S.  Government) 

Costain,  Thomas  B.  High  towers.   6v  1949  CPH 
Historical  novel  based  on  the  early  history  of  Canada.  The  leading  characters  are 
Les  Moynes,  whose  chief  claim  to  fame  was  based  upon  the  efforts  to  establish  a 
French  empire  in  America. 

Erskine,  John.  My  life  as  a  teacher,  3v  194-8  APH 
The  first  of  three  promised  volumes  which  are  to  supplement  the  author's  autobiogra- 
phy, "The  Memory  of  Certain  Persons."  This  one  deals  mainly  with  Erskine' s  ex 
^faieriences  as  an  educator  at  Amherst,  Columbia,  and  as  an  administrator  of  the  A.E.F. 
university  at  Beaune  after  the  first  World  War. 

Fink,  David.  Release  from  nervous  tension.   3v  194-3  APH 
A  practicing  neuro-psychiatrist  explains  how  habit  patterns  affect  the  glands  and 
the  behavior  organs,  and  gives  a  chapter  on  the  interbrain  and  its  part  in  nervous 
discord.  Then  he  describes  a  ten  vjeeks'  course  in  relaxation.  Partial  contents: 
How  relaxation  works;  Action  leads  to  freedom;  Play  is  good  medicine;  Every  man  his 
own  analyst;  Treat  yourself  to  a  fresh  start;  Are  you  allergic  to  some  people?  Try 
on  a  new  attitude.   Dr.  Fink's  book  is  a  soundly  scientific  job  and  at  the  same  time 
very  entertaining. 

Gamoran,  Mamie  G.   Days  and  ways;  the  story  of  Jewish  holidays  and  customs.  2v 
194-1  APH  Published  for  the  Jewish  Braille  Institute  (Not  a  publication  of  the 
U.  S.  Government) 

Gulbransen,  Trygve.  Wind  from  the  mountains;  a  translation  4-v  1937  BIA 
Continues  the  dramatic  tale  of  the  BjiJrndal  family  begun  in  "Beyond  sing  the  Woods" 
(available  in  braille).   This  book  takes  up  the  story  in  1809,  with  the  marriage  of 
Adelaide  Dag. 

Jacob,  H.  E.   Six  thousand  years  of  bread.   6v  194-4-  BIA 
A  study  of  the  religious,  political  and  technical  history  of  bread.  A  prodigious 
amount  of  labor  has  gone  into  this  volume,  which  ranges  from  prehistoric  time  to  our 
own.  From  the  New  Yorker. 
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Kaye-Smith,  Sheila.  The  happy  tree.  3v  1949  CPH 
Love  story  of  a  lonely  English  farmer  who  some  time  after  his  wife's  death  realized 
that  he  was  falling  in  love  with  the  wife  of  a  neighbor.  Really  only  an  attenuated 
short  story,  but  the  author  sketches  both  the  wintry  scenes  and  the  couple's  con- 
fusion veiywell. 

Lincoln,  Joseph  C.  The  Portygee.  3v  1920  HP 
Another  inimitable  Cape  Cod  story  concerned  with  the  character  clash  between  "Cap'n 
Snow"  and  his  foreign-born  grandson. 

Onis,  Mrs.  Harriet  de,  editor.  Golden  land;  an  anthology  of  Latin  American 
folklore  in  literature.   5v  1943  HP 

The  period  covered  is  from  the  time  of  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  explorers  to  the 
work  of  Mario  de  Andrade  who  dies  in  19-45. 

Peattie,  Roderick.  Struggle  on  the  veld.   3v  194-7  APH 
The  geographer  who  was  head  of  the  O.W.I,  activities  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa 
during  the  war  has  written  a  warmly  humane  appraisal  and  appreciation  of  the  peoples 
and  cultures  of  the  high  veld  country.  He  writes  objectively,  without  formality  or 
technicality,  in  an  attempt  to  interpret  South  Africa  to  residents  of  the  U.  S. 

U.S.  Children's  Bureau.  Your  child  from  one  to  six.   3v  Revised  194-5  APH 

Wernher,  Hilda.  My  Indian  son-in-law.   3v  194-9  APH 
In  diary  form  the  author  continues  the  story  begun  in  "My  Indian  Family."  (Available 
from  Chicago)  It  begins  with  the  arrival  of  the  author's  son-in-law  and  his  second 
wife  from  a  prolonged  honeymoon.  Illustrates  that  Western  ideas  are  not  always  in 
harmony  with  Eastern  ways. 

White,  Stewart  Edward.  Stampede.   2v  1935,  1942  BIA 
The  fourth  in  a  series  of  the  author's  novels  about  Andy  Burnett,  the  earlier  ones 
being  "The  Long  Rifle,"  "Ranchero"  and  "Folded  HiUs,"  ?:hich  are  all  in  braille. 

Talking  Books 
(These  books  are  provided  by  the  U.S.  Government  unless  otherwise  noted) 

Beebe,  William.  High  jungle.   22r  1949  Read  by  Paul  Clark  APH 
This  book  is  the  product  of  Dr.  Beebe' s  last  three  expeditions  to  the  Venezuelan 
Andes,  where,  in  an  isolated  and  unfinished  castle  built  by  the  late  Juan  Vicente 
ft  Gomez,  the  author  and  his  colleagues  set  up  a  laboratory  for  the  study  of  wildlife. 
It  deals  with  the  wonders  of  nature  in  a  vast  unspoiled  jungle,  delightfully  and 
entertainingly  told.   (Available  in  a  braille  LC) 

Benchley,  Robert.  Chips  off  the  old  Benchley.  15r  1949  Read  by  Milton  Metz 
APH   A  collection  of  short  essays  by  Benchley,  which  have  never  before  been  pub- 
lished in  book  form.  They  date  in  time  from  the  twenties  and  thirties. 

Churchill,  Winston.  The  gathering  storm.  19r  1948  33  l/3  rpm  Read  by 
Duncan  Carse  NIB 

This  is  the  first  of  a  contemplated  five-volume  work.   It  covers  the  days  between 
the  false  peace  and  Hitler's  near-victory  just  before  Dunkirk  and  Churchill's  own 
part  in  the  events  which  led  to  his  becoming  Prime  Minister  in  194-0.   (Available 
also  in  Grade  3  from  NYPL) 

Churchill,  Winston.  Their  finest  hour.   20r  1949  33  1/3  rpm  Read  by  Duncan 
Carse  NIB  Sequel  to  "Gathering  Storm."  This  volume  starts  with  the  problems  con- 
fronted by  Churchill  as  he  assumed  office  of  Prime  Minister  in  1940;  -it  continues 
with  the  Battle  of  France;  the  tragic  glory  of  Dunkirk;  the  Battle  of  Britain;  the 
rebuilding  of  England's  army;  the  triumph  over  the  "Graf  Spee";  the  desperate 
struggle  to  maintain  England's  supply  lines  against  the  increasing  U-boat  campaign; 
and  finally  the  victorious  African  campaign  ending  at  Tobruk. 

Cohen,  Morris.  Studies  in  philosophy  and  science.  17r  1949  Read  by  Walter 
Gerard  ; 
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Essays  of  the  late  Morris  Cohen,  noted  professor  of  philosophy  at  City  College,  il.Y. 
They  range  from  discussion  of  Hegel's  rationalism  and  of  modern  concepts  of  philosophy 
to  logical  foundations  of  the  exact  sciences.  Most  fascinating  to  the  layman  is  the 
autobiographical  essay  on  the  philosophy  of  a  logician,  which  amounts  to  personal 
confession  of  faith.  From  Library  Journal 

Crispin,  Edmund,  pseudonym.  Buried  for  pleasure.  15r  33  1/3  rpm  nd  Reid  by 
Robin  Holmes  NIB   Detective  story  .        ^ 

Dickens,  Charles.  Dickens,  his  character,  comedy  and  career,  by  Hesketh  Pearson 
31r  2  pts  1949  Read  by  Kenneth  Meeker  APH 

A  life  of  Charles  Dickens,  v/hich  makes  no  claims  to  ncv:  materials,  and  describes 
Dickens  as  inherently  an  actor  in  all  his  actions.  The  novels  are  discussed  chiefly 
for  their  autobiographical  elements.  Though  not  a  searching  study,  it  is  engrossing 
from  the  first  page  to  the  last. 

Hamilton,  Edith.  Mythology,  22r  1940,  1942  Read  by  Terry  Hayes  APH 
A  retelling  of  the  stories  in  classical  mythology  vith  a  supplementary  section  on 
Norse  mythology.  While  the  author  has  not  attempted  to  reproduce  the  style  of  the 
^  ancient  writers,  she  has  attempted  to  keep  distinct  the  various  sources  from  which 
^  the  talcs  have  been  dram— Homer,  Ovid,  etc. 

Mauldin,  Bill.  Sort  of  a  saga.  12r  1949  Read  by  Milton  Me  tat  APH 
Account  of  the  author' s  boyhood  spent  in  New  Mexico  and  Arizona,  with  a  year' s  in- 
terlude in  Mexico.  An  unaffected  and  highly  humorous  book. 

Pearson,  Hesketh.  Dickens,  his  character,  comedy  and  career.  31r  2  pts  1949 
Read  by  Kenneth  Meeker  APH  For  book  note  see  under  Dickens,  Charles. 

Richter,  Conrad.  Free  Man  *>r     1943  Read  by  Emmett  Rogers  APH    „._.'. 
This  novelette  tells  the  story  of  a  German  immigrant  boy  who  arrived  in  Philadelphia 
a  few  years  before  the  outbreak  of  the  American  Revolution.  Recommended  to  all 
libraries  and  good  for  young  adult  collections. 

Sarton,  Gearge.  Life  of  sciencej  escays  in  the  history  of  cifeilization.  13r 
1948  Read  by  Milton  Metz  APH 

Collection  of  essays  of  the  world's  outstanding  historian  of  science,  bringing  to 
life  a  number  of  famous  scientists  or  historians  of  science.  William  Bccbe  says, 
••Its  pages  are  so  full  of  charm,  accuracy  and  stimulation  as  almost  to  defy  concrete 

A\  controlled  criticism."  

~     Shellabarger,  Samuel.  The  king's  cavalier.  29r  2  pts  1950  Read  by  James 
Baskerville  APH   An  engrossing  novel  of  16th  century  France  with  authentic  back- 
ground and  credible  characters. 

Strecter,  Edward.  Father  of  the  bride.  Sr  1949  AFB  Read  by  Kermit  Murdock 
Very  amusing  novel  of  the  experiences  and  emotions  of  a  fond  father  who  has  been 
called  upon  to  give  his  daughter  away  at  a  fashionable  wedding.  (Available  in 

braille  from  LC) 

Williams,  Eric.  The  wooden  horse.  19r  1950  Read  by  Alvar  Lidell  NIB 

33  1/3  rpm  „  .,    ,.   .    . 

This  is  the  almost  unbelievable,  but  true,  story  of  the  month-long  digging  oi  a 
tunnel  and  the  escape  of  three  British  fliers  from  a  German  prison  camp.  It  is  a 
story  filled  with  spontaneous  laughter  and  spine-tingling  adventure. 

A  LIST  OF  BRAILLE  BOOKS  ON  DIETETICS 

American  Red  Cross.  Food  and  nutrition.  2v  1942,  APH  (U.S.  Government) 

Barto,  Harriet.  Sane  reducing  diets.  2v  Grade  1;  Chicago 

Borsook,  Henry.  Vitamins,  what  they  are  and  how  they  can  benefit  you.  1941 

BIA  (U.  S.  Government)  1  .  . 

Evaporated  Milk  Association.  Diet  for  the  expectant  mother.lv  Gradel^-  Chicago 
Friedel,  Hermann.  You  can  be  thin'.  Slcnderncss  through  psychology.  ^  1943  NXPL 
Joslin,  Elliott  P.  A  diabetic  manual  for  the  mutual  use  of  doctor  and  patient. 

7th  edition.  4v  NYPL 
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Lindlahr,  V.  H.  Eat  and  reduce  I  3v  1939  NYPL 

Plimmer,  R.H.A.  Food,  health,  vitamins.  1929  edition.  2v  NIB  Available  in 
NYPL 

Readers  Digest,  October  1950  issue,  includes  a  condensation  of  the  bock,  "Look 
Younger,  Live  Longer,"  by  Gayelord  Hauser,  whose  book  gives  detailed  information 
concerning  vitamins  and  much  sound  and  sane  advice  presented  in  a  glamorous  fashion. 

Smith,  Sybil  L.  Vitamin  primer,  lv  Grade  l|  Chicago 

CONCERNING  BLIND  AUTHORS 

The  January  1951  issue  of  the*A.F.B.  Bulletin,"  published  in  inkprint  by  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  carries  an  interesting  and  informative  report 
on  a  survey  of  "Fifty  Years  of  Blind  Authors."  The  American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind  is  often  asked  for  a  list  of  blind  authors  and  their  books.  To  meet  this  need 
a  survey  covering  the  past  fifty  years  has  been  made.  Only  prose  writers  are  in- 
cluded as  itvasfelt  that  blind  poets  should  form  a  separate  study. 

It  is  well  said  in  the  preface  of  this  report  that  "it  is  not  blindness,  but  a 
true  literary  gift  combined  with  knowledge,  study,  and  a  wide  range  of  interests  that 
contributes  to  success  inwriting."  It  may  toe  noted  that  this  survey  points  up  the 
fact  that  blind  authors  differ  not  at  all  from  other  writers,  with  one  exception. 
For  the  experience  of  blindness  is  too  vital  not  to  cause  many  books  to  be  written 
with  blindness  as  a  central  theme. 

The  list  of  books  includes  personal  narratives,  general  non-fiction,  books  by 
blinded  veterans,  books  by  the  deaf-blind,  fiction  and  children's  literature. 


6. 


Alabama 

Alaska 

Ari  zona 

Arkansas 

California 

California 
(southern) 

Colorado 
Connecticut 

Delaware 

District  of 
Columbia 

Florida 
Georgia 
Hawaii 
Idaho 


DISTRIBUTING  LIBRARIES  FOR  GOVERNMENT-OWNED  BOOKS 

Kriegshaber  Library  for  the  Blind,  679  Piedmont  Avenue,  N.E., 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

Seattle  Public  Library,  Library  for  the  Blind,  731  North  35th 
Street,  Seattle  2,  Wash. 

Braille  Institute  Library,  721  North  Vermont  Ave.,  Los  Angeles, 
Calif. 

Oklahoma  Library  Commission,  State  Capitol,  Oklahoma  City,Okla. 

California  State  Library,  2709  Derby  Ave.,  Sacramento,  Calif. 

Braille  Insitute  Library,  721  North  Vermont  Ave.,  Los  Angeles, 
Calif. 

Denver  Public  Library,  Books  for  the  Blind,  Civic  Center,  37th 
and  York  Sts.,  Denver  2,  Colo. 

New  York  Public  Library,  Library  for  the  Blind,  137  West  25th 
Street,  New  York  1,  N*Y. 

Free  Library  of  Philadelphia,  Logan  Square,  Philadelphia  3,  Pa. 

The  Library  of  Congress,  Division  for  the  Blind,  Washington  25, 
D.C. 

Florida  Library  for  the  Blind,  Welch  Convalescent  Center, 
F.C.B.  No.  12,  Daytona  Beach,  Fla. 

Kreigshaber  Library  for  the  Blind,  679  Piedmont  Avenue  N.E., 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

Library  of  Hawii,  Library  for  the  Blind,  Honolulu,  Territory 
of  Hawaii 

Library  Association  of  Portland,  801  S.  W.  Tenth  Avenue, 
Portland,  Oregon 


Illinois  (north 
of  Springfield) 


Chicago  Public  Library,  Department  of  Books  for  the  Blind, 
4536-44  Lincoln  Avenue,  Chicago,  111. 


Illinois  (south,   Free  Circulating  Library  for  the  Blind,  Illinois  School  for 

including  Spring-  the  Blind,  Jacksonville,  111. 

field) 


Indiana 


Iowa 


Kansas 


Indiana  State  Library,  Service  for  the  Blind,  HO  North  Senate 
Avenue,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Free  Circulating  Library  for  the  Blind,  Illinois  School  for 
the  Blind,  Jacksonville,  111. 

Wolfner  Memorial  Library  for  the  Blind,  St.  Louis  Public 
Library,  3844  Olive  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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Kentucky- 
Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Mi  chigan  (jout  side 
of  Wayne  County) 
Michigan  (Wayne 
County) 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

N  evada 

New  Hampshire 
New  Jersey 
New  Mexico 


New  York  (other 

than  Greater 

New  York  City  and 

Long  Island) 

New  York  (Greater 

New  York  City  and 

Long  Island) 

North  Carolina 

North  Dakota 


Cincinnati  Public  Library,  Library  Society  for  the  Blind, 
6990  Hamilton  Ave.,  Mt.  Healthy,  Ohio 

Public  Library  of  New  Orleans,  Library  for  the  Blind,  294-0 
Cana  St.,  New  Orleans  27,  La. 

Perkins  Institution  Library,  Watertown  72,  Mass. 

The  Library  of  CongEess,  Division  for  the  Blind,  Washington  2$,D.C 

Perkins  Institution  Library,  Watertown  72,  Mass. 

State  Library  for  the  Blind,  924-  Houghton  Ave.,  Saginaw,  Mich. 

Wayne  County  Library,  Department  for  the  Blind,  3661  Trumbull 
Avenue,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Minnesota  Braille  and  Sight-Saving  School,  Library  for  the  Blind, 
Faribault,  Minn. 

Public  Library  of  New  Orleans,  Library  for  the  Blind, 
294.0  Cana  Street,  New  Orleans  27,  La. 

St.  Louis  Public  Library,  Wolfner  Memorial  Library  for  the 
Blind,  3&44  Olive  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Seattle  Public  Library,  Library  for  the  Blind,  731  North 
35th  Street,  Seattle  3,  Wash. 

Denver  Public  Library,  Books  for  the  Blind,  Civic  Center, 
37th  and  York  Sts.,  Denver  2,  Colo. 

California  State  Library,  2709  Derby  Ave.,  Sacramento,  Calif. 

Perkins  Institution  Library,  Watertown  72,  Mass. 

Free  Library  of  Philadelphia,  Logan  Square,  Philadelphia  3,  Pa. 

Denver  Public  Library,  Books  for  the  Blind,  37th  and  York 
Sts.,  Denver  2,  Colo. 

New  York  State  Library,  Library  for  the  Blind,  Washington 
Avenue,  Albany,  N.  Y. 


The  New  York  Public  Library,  Library  for  the  Blind,  137  West 
25th  Street,  New  York  1,  N.  Y. 


The  Library  of  Congress,  Division  for  the  Blind, Washington  25,PtC. 

Minnesota  Braille  and  Sight-Saving  School,  Library  for  the 
Blind,  Faribault,  Minn. 
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Ohio  (south  of 
Columbus) 

Ohio (north,  in- 
cluding Columbus) 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania( east 
of  Harrisburg) 

Peansylvaniafwest, 
including  Harris- 
burg) 

Puerto  Rico 


Rhode  Island 
South  Carolina 
Tennessee 

Texas 
Utah 


m. 


Vermont 

Virginia 
Virgin  Islands 

Washington 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 


Cincinnati  Public  Library,  Library  Society  for  the  Blind, 
6990  Hamilton  Avenue,  Mt.  Healthy,  Ohio 

Cleveland  Public  Library,  Library  for  the  Blind, 
325  Superior  Ave.,  Cleveland,  Ohio 

Oklahoma  Cibrary  Commission, State  Capitol,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

Libary  Association  of  Portland, 801  S.W.  Tenth  Ave., Portland, Ore. 

Free  Library  of  Philadelphia, Logan  Square, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh,  Division  for  the  Blind, 
4400  Forbes  Street,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

The  New  York  Public  Library,  Library  for  the  Blind, 
137  West  25th  Street,  New  York  1,  N.  Y. 

Perkins  Institution  Library,  Watertown  72,  Mass. 

The  Library  of  Congress, Division  for  the  Blind, Washing ton  25,D.C. 

Cincinnati  Public  Library,  Library  Society  for  the  Blind, 
6990  Hamilton  Avenue,  Mt.  Healthy,  Ohio 

Texas  State  Library,  State  Capitol,  Austin,  Texas 

Free  Public  Library, Books  for  the  Blind,  167  Motor  Avenue, 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

New  York  State  Library,  Library  for  the  Blind,  Washington  Avenue 
Albany,  N.  Y. 

The  Library  of  Congress, Division  for  the  Blind, Washington  25,D.C. 

The  New  York  Public  Library,  Library  for  the  Blind, 
137  West  25th  Street,  New  York  1,  N.  Y. 

Seattle  Public  Library,  Library  for  the  Blind, 
731  North  35th  Street,.  Seattle  3,  Wash. 

Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh,  Division  for  the  Blind, 
4400  Forbes  St.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Chicago  Public  Library,  Department  of  Books  for  the  Blind, 
4.536  Lincoln  Avenue,  Chicago,  111. 

Free  Public  Library,  Books  for  the  Blind,  Salt  Lrke  City  1,  Utah 
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LIBRARIES  GIVING  NATION-WIDE  SERVICE 

Braille  Circulating  Library,  704  West  Grace  St.,  Richmond,  Birginia  jCtA^***  * 

Goflpul  Tinampot  Company j  ^opartanpnt  fur  Uiu  Blind,  gLU  mid  Oliettlnul  SU'Ufcfcfr) 

An4ers©nT  -Indiana^  Circulates -only -religiotirs-^ook*--. 

Jewish  Braille  Library,  184-6  Harrison  Ave.,  New  York  53,  N.I. 

New  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind,  1830  Broadway,  New  York  23,  N.Y. 

Theosophical  Book  Association  for  the  Blind,  Krotona,  Ojai,  Calif.  Circulates 

only  theosophical  books. 

LIST  OF  OTHER  ABBREVIATIONS  USED  IN  THIS  MAGAZINE 

ABS     American  Bible  Society,  450  Park  Avenue,  New  York  22,  N.Y. 

AFB     American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  15  West  16  Street,  New  York  11, N.Y. 

APH     American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  1339  Frankfort  Avenue, 

Louisville  6,  Kentucky 
BIA     Braille  Institute  of  America, 741  N.  Vermont  Ave.>Los  Angeles  27, Calif. 
CPH     Clowernook  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  6990  Hamilton  Avenue, 

Mt.  Healthy,  Ohio 
HP      Howe  Press  of  Perkins  Institution, 549  E.  Fourth  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

ERNEST  HEMINGWAY 
July  1,  1898- 
Taken  from  Herald-Tribune  Book  Review 

Hemingway  was  born  in  Oak  Park,  Illinois.  In  his  youth  he  was  prominent  in 
such  sports  as  football,  boxing  and. hunting.  While  still  in  his  teens  he  began  to 
earn  his  living  as  dishwasher,  day  laborer  ,   farm  hand,  sparring  partner,  and  writer. 
During  the  first  world  war  he  served  as  an  ambulance  driver  and  in  the  Italian 
infantry. 

After  the  war  he  returned  to  the  United  States  but  eventually  became  a  foreign 
correspondent  in  France.  In  Paris  he  learned  to  know  the  expatriate  American 
writers,  including  Gertrude  Stein  and  Ezra  Pound.   During  this  period  he  wrote  a 
great  deal;  some  of  his  early  stories  appeared  in  French  periodicals. 

His  first  book,  "The  Sun  Also  Rises" ( 1926) ,  immediately  became  a  best  seller, 
and  because  of  his  racy,  rapid  conversationilist  style,  he  has  a  large  number  of 
imitators.  When  Hemingway  returned  from  France  he  made  his  home  in  Florida  for  a 
while.  However,  because  of  his  hatred  of  fascism  he  became  absorbed  in  the  Spanish 
civil  war  and  went  to  Spain  to  aid  the  Loyalist  cause.  Out  of  this  experience  came 
his  book,  "For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls."  "Across  the  River  and  into  the  Trees,"  his 
latest  work,  was  published  in  September  1950. 

Editor's  note:  Among  this  author's  books  the  following  are  in  braille  or  as 
Talking  Books: 

Farewell  to  Arms  3v  BIA,  l6r  AFB 

For  Whom  the  Bell  Tolls  5v  BIA,  35r  AFB 

Men  Without  Women  4v  Detroit 

"THE  NEW  BEACON"  IN  BRAILLE 

Word  has  just  reached  us  that  beginning  with  the  January,  1951,  issue  there 
will  be  a  Braille  edition  of  "The  New  Beacon,"  price  ten  shillings.  The  inkprint 
edition  is  continued  at  an  increased  price  of  six  shillings.  This  increase  is  due, 
of  course,  to  the  rising  cost  of  production. 

The  inkprint  edition  has  been  published  for  twenty-four  years.  It  covers  all 
matters  of  interest  to  the  British  blind  and  includes  a  section  on  foreign  affairs 
as  well  as  the  list  of  books  and  music  published  each  month  by  the  National  Insti- 
tute. The  magazine  is  ably  edited  by  Mr.de  la  Mare  Rowley  and  published  by  the 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  224  Great  Portland  Street,  London,  W.I.,  England. 
Subscriptions  should  be  sent  to  this  last-named  address. 
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Hand-copied  Books 

This  is  a  list  of  hand-copied  books  recently  reported  by  the  libraries.  Unless 
otherwise  indicated,  these  books  are  in  Grade  2. 

How  to  locate  hand-copied  books  in  libraries:  Following  each  title  in  this  list  you 
will  find  either  a  group  of  initials  or  the  name  of  a  city.  These  are  the  abbre- 
viations for  the  names  of  the  libraries  for  the  blind  and  indicate  the  library  in 
which  you  will  find  a  book.  A  key  to  these  abbreviations,  giving  the  names  and 
addresses  of  each  library  and  publishing  house,  is  included  in  every  January  and 
June  issue. 

Alden,  R.  MacD.  A  Shakespeare  handbook  5v  Grade  lj  Philadelphia 
A  useful  little  book  containing  the  known  facts  of  Shakespeare's  life,  source  ma- 
terial and  analyses  of  the  plays,  chronology,  and  notes  on  grammar  and  versification. 

Anthony,  Katharine,  The  Lambs  5v  194-5  LC  Recently  added  to  NY  Guild 
The  author  reconstructs  one  of  the  oddest  literary  households,  with  modern 
psychology  to  explain  it. 

Beston,  Henry,  Northern  farm;  a  chronicle  of  Maine.  2v  1943  NYPL 

Journal  about  life  on  a  small  Maine  farm.  It  follows  the  seasons  from  the  dead  of 
winter  on  through  the  year. 

Blakeslee,  A.L.  Polio  can  be  conquered,  lv  1949  LC  Recently  added  to 

Philadelphia 

Chamberlain,  JP.,  and  others.   The  judicial  function  in  federal  administrative 

agencies.  5v  1942  NYPL 

Chapman,  Lucy  H.  Using  language  skills.  8v  1940  NYPL 

,Corbett,  Elizabeth.  Lady  with  a  parasol.   5v  1946  Chicago  Recently  added  to 
NY  Guild   A  novel  in  which  three  old  ladies,  a  spinster  daughter  and  a  beautiful 
young  relative  manage  to  acquire  happiness.  1 

Forster,  Arthur  L.  Principles  and  practice  of  chiropractic.  12v  Grade  lj  NYPL 
Frank,  Josette.  Comics,  radio,  movies— and  children,  lv  1949  Philadelphia 
French  text:  Rostand,  Edmond.  Cyrano  de  Bergerac;  edited  with  notes  by  A.G.H. 

Spiers.   6v  NYPL 

German  text:  Koischwitz,  Otto.  Deutsches  Geistesleben  der  Gegenwart,  an  in- 
troduction to  contemporary  German  literature.   3v  NYPL 

German  text:  Schinnerer,  O.P.   Beginning  German.   5v  1935  NYPL 
Hammond  Instrument  Co.  Suggestions  for  Hammond  organ,  lv  NYPL 
Harlow,  R.V.   The  growth  of  the  United  States.   24v  1943  Grade  If  NYPL 
First  published  in  1925.  Although  the  work  has  undergone  considerable  expansion, its 
basic  purpose  is  unchanged,  that  is,  to  assist  college  students  in  familiarizing 
themselves  with  the  essentials  of  American  history.  -Preface 

Hymes,  J.L.   How  to  tell  your  child  about  sex.   lv  1949  Philadelphia 
Joy,  Chas.  R.,  and  Melvin  Arnold,  editors.  The  Africa  of  Albert  Schweitzer; 
with  a  concluding  essay  by  Albert  Schweitzer.  3v  1948  NY  Guild 

The  authors  tell  the  story  of  Dr.  Schweitzer's  life  and  labors  in  French  Equatorial 
Africa. 

Kieran,  John.  Footnotes  on  nature;  4v  1947  NY  Guild  Recently  added  to  LC 
Random  memories  of  nature  walks,  most  of  which  were  taken  in  Westchester  or  New  Eng- 
land, though  some  were  in  the  vicinity  of  New  York  City (Available  as  a  Talking  Book), 
Krout,  John.  An  outline  history  of  the  United  States  to  1365.  3v  1940  NYPL 
The  law  of  crimes,  a  comprehensive  analysis  in  outline  form.  2v  NYPL 
Lunkens,  E.N.  Doctor  of  the  Conga,  from  "Junior  Red  Cross  Journal,"  Sept. 1939; 
and  The  blind  man  who  gave  the  world  new  eyes,  from  "My  Magazine."  lv  NYPL 

McCloy,  Helen.  Better  off  dead.  From  "American  Magazine,"  Sept.  1949.   2v 
Grade  l|  Philadelphia 

Meredith,  F.  L.  Selected  cnapters  from  "Hygiene."  9v  1946  NYPL 
Neagoe,  Peter.  A  time  to  keep.   5v  1949  LC 
Reminiscences  of  the  author's  boyhood  spent  in  a  village  in  Transylvania. 
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Newhouse,  Edward.  The  hollow  of  the  wave.  4v  1949  NY  Guild 
New  York  and  a  publishing  house  form  the  background  of  this  novel.  It  is  written 
with  feeling,  restraint,  a  pleasing  integrity  and  with  the  New  York  type  of  brittle 
witticisms, but  it  cannot  seriously  be  accepted  as  a  study  of  today's  world.  It  is 
too  superficial,  2 

Orwell,  George.  Nineteen  eighty-four.  8v  19-49  LC  Eecently  added  to 
Philadelphia   A  satiricial  novel  about  a  future  time  when  people  living  in  a  col- 
lect! vist  society  are  persuaded  that  ignorance  is  streng&h  and  war  is  peace.  A 
most  depressing  book.  It  has  been  said  that  the  late  Mr.  Orwell  was  the  only  first- 
rate  satirist  of  our  i^iine. 

Pearson,  H.  S.-  Fifteen  ways  to  make  money  in  the  country.  4v  19 49  LC 
Partial  contents:  Running  a  topnotch  roadside  stand.  The  one-man  poultry  farm.  One- 
man  nursery  business.  Success  with  apples,  peaches,  pears.  Tourist  homes  and  the 
cabin  business.  Custom  work  with  power  machinery.  Opportunity  in  retail  stores  in 
the  country.  Running  a  dairy  goat  farm.  Fur  farming.  Running  a  fish  pond. 

Rothery,  Agnes  Edwards.  Iceland  roundabout.   2v  1948  LC 
Every  phase  of  Iceland's  life,  culture,  etc.,  is  treated  in  gay,  colorful  sketches 
drawn  from  the  author's  experience  in  this  land  of  great  natural  beauty. 

Runbeck,  Margaret  L.  Hope  of  earth.   12v  1947  Philadelphia 
This  is  a  story  of  the  financial  panic  of  1837.  The  two  themes  of  religious  faith 
and  patriotism  run  through  the  long  story. 

Social  welfare  law  of  the  State  of  New  ^ork:  Assistance  to  the  blind, 

selections  from,  Iv  NYPL 

Spanish  text:  Knickerbocker  and  Camera.  Spanish  composition  and  grammar 

drill.  4v  NYPL 

Spanish  text:  Levy,  Bernard.  Quince  cuentos  populares  3v  NYPL 
Spanish  language:  Prieto,  Ianoaro.  El  socio,  a  novel.  Edited  for  colleges. 
With  vocabulary  7v  1947  Philadelphia 

Spanish  text:   Shorter  Spanish  review  grammar  and  composition.  4v  NYiL 
'  Streeter,  Edward.  Father  of  the  bride.  2v  1949  LC 
A   A  very  amusing  novel  of  the  experiences  and  emotions  of  a  fond  father  who  has  been 
♦   called  upon  to  give  his  daughter  away  at  a  fashionable  wedding  (Available  as  a 
Talking  Book) .  .   .   . 

Strong,  J.  H.  A  man  can  know  God.  3v  1949  LC  In  defense  of  Christianity 

Thurber,  James.  Many  moons.  Iv   1943  NYPL 
Picture  story  book  about  the  little  princess  who  wanted  the  moon. 

Walker,  Mildred.  Winter  wheat.   6v  Chicago  Recently  added  to  Denver  Also 
available  as  a  Talking  Book 

Winant,  John  Gilbert.  Letter  from  Grosvenor  Square;  an  account  oi  a  steward- 
ship. 3v  1947  LC 

The  late,  ambassador  tells  his  own  story  before  Pearl  Harbor.  Through  his  hands 
passed  all  the  communications  between  Roosevelt  and  Churchill  and  he  records  by 
how  narrow  a  margin  disaster  was  averted  in  the  terrible  days  after  the  fall  of 
France. 
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BRAILLE  BOOK  REVIEW,  February  1951 

Book  Announcements 
Press-made  Books 

All  press-made  or  Talking  Books  here  noted  are  provided  by  the  Federal  Government. 

Copies  of  these  government- supplied  books  are  placed  in  the  twenty-six  regional 

libraries  which  serve  the  blind.  A  list  of  these  libraries  appears  regularly  in  the 

January  and  June  numbers  of  the  magazine. 

Readers  are  required  to  borrow  books  from  the  library  designated  by  the  Library  of 

Congress  to  serve  their  respective  territories. 

In  the  list  which  follows,  the  first  book  notation  in  every  instance  should  be  credit 

ed  to  the  Book  Review  Digest  unless  another  source  is  given. 

Arnold,  J.I.,  and  D.  J.  Banks.  Building  our  life  together;  the  essentials  of 
good  citizenship.  9v  1939,  1941  APH  Price  $26.55  (Not  a  publication  of  the  U.S. 
Government) 

Azoy,  A. CM.  Paul  Revere' s  horse.  2v  1949  APH 
A  A  series  of  behind-the-scenes  anecdotes  about  some  of  the  best-known  episodes  in 
American  history:  the  Boston  tea  party;  Paul  Revere' s  ride;  the  Battle  of  Bunker 
Hill;  Molly  Pitcher's  heroism;  the  sinking  of  the  Maine;  etc. 

Binns,  Archie.  Lightship.  3v  1934  CPH 
During  the  monotonous  hours  on  a  lightship  nine  men  tell  something  of  their  past 
histories.  The  story  ends  with  a  terrific  storm  and  a  long  battle  to  save  the  ship 
and  the  crew. 

Bishop,  M.  G.  Champlain;  the  life  of  fortitude.   3v  1948  HP  For  book  note  see 
under  Champlain. 

Bossing,  N.L.,  and  R.  R.  Martin.  Youth  faces  its  problems.  8v  1950  APH 
Price  $23.60  (Not  a  publication  of  the  U.S.  Government) 

Brown,  Frederic.  The  screaming  Mimi.   3v  1949  APH  Mystery  story 

Brown,  Lilian.  I  married  a  dinosaur.  3v  1950  APH 
A  light  and  amusing  story  of  life  in  India  and  Burma. 

Calendar:   1951  calendar.  Grade  l|  APH  (Not  a  publication  of  the  U.S.  Govern- 
ment) Printed  for  the  John  Milton  Society 
A    Cather,  Willa.  Death  comes  for  the  archbishop.   3v  1927  APH 

Tells  how  a  young  man,  Jean  Marie  Latour,  once  a  seminarist  in  Auvergne,  rode  with 
difficulty  into  the  newly  erected  territory  of  New  Mexico  as  Vicar  Apostolic,  and  of 
the  wise  and  good  works  he  wrought  there  for  many  years.   (Available  as  a  Talking 
Book) 

Champlain,  Samuel  de.  Champlain,  the  life  of  fortitude,  by  Morris  G.  Bishop. 
3v  1948  HP 

Biography  of  the  Father  of  Canada,  who  was  an  explorer,  soldier  and  dreamer  combined. 
In  all  he  went  on  twelve  voyages  for  the  French  kings,  and  the  stories  of  these 
voyages  are  given  here. 

Franken,  Rose.  From  Claudia  to  David.  3v   1950  APH 
This  is  the  sixth  in  the  series  of  Claudia  books.  It  describes  the  experiences  of  the 
family:  David,  Claudia,  three  children  and  the  maid  Bertha  in  a  rented  cottage  in 
the  Adirondacks,  where  David  is  recuperating  from  tuberculosis. 

Grey,  Zane.  The  heritage  of  the  desert.   2v  1938  HP 
First  published  in  1910.  It  is  a  lively  story  of  life  on  an  Arizona  desert  in  the 
early  days  of  the  Southwest. 

Growing  up  and  liking  itl  Pamphlet  1949  APH  Price  45  cents  (Not  a  publica- 
tion of  the  U.  S.  Government)  Printed  for  the  New  York  Institute  for  the  Education 
of  the  Blind,  New  ¥ork  City 

Hamilton,  Edith.  Spokeman  for  God,  the  great  teachers  of  the  Old  Testament. 
2v  1936,  1939  APH 
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Hatch,  Eric.  The  beautiful  bequest.   2v  1950  APH 
Recounts  the  humorous  doings  of  a  young  war  veteran  who  inherits  the  talk,  the  box- 
ing skill,  and  the  girl  of  his  former  war  buddy,  O'Malley,  who  is  supposedly  dead. 

Havighurst,  Walter.  The  winds  of  spring.  4-v  194-0  BIA 
A.  story  of  pioneer  days  in  Wisconsin  from  the  early  1840' s  to  about  1870. 

Higginbottom,  Sam.  Sam  Higginbottom;  farmer;  an  autobiography.  3v  1949  APH 
A  simply  told,  moving  autobiography  of  a  missionary  to  India.  He  was  English  born 
and  educated  in  America. 

Hymns  of  the  church;  a  collection  of  thirty-six  familiar  hymns,  compiled  by 
Leonard  Burford  lv  Grade  lj|  APH  (Not  a  publication  of  the  U.  S.  Government) 
Printed  for  the  Abilene  (Texas)  Christian  College 

Loomis,  Madeleine  S.  Which  grade  of  braille  should  be  taught  first?  lv  1948 
APH 

McConkey,  J.  H.  The  new  commandment.  Pamphlet  Grade  l|  (Not  a  publication  of 
the  U.S.  Government)  Printed  for  the  Braille  Circulating  Library,  Richmond,  Va. 

McConkey,  J.  H.  The  sure  Shepherd.  Pamphlet  Grade  \\     (Not  a  publication  of 
the  U.  S.  Government)  Printed  for  the  Braille  Circulating  Library,  Richmond,  Va. 

Redinger,  Ruby.  The  golden  net.  7v  1950  CPH 
Novel  of  life  in  a  midwestern  college  during  the  war  years. 

Seeley,  Mabel.  The  beckoning  door.   2v  1950  APH  Detective  story 

Stevens,  William  Oliver.  Unbidden  guests;  a  book  of  real  ghosts.  4v  1945  APH 
Stories  of  authenticated  "hauntings."  Some  of  the  narratives  are  taken  from  the  re- 
ports of  societies  for  psychical  research  in  England  and  America.  This  book  is 
lively  and  provocative. 

Taylor,  Deems.  Music  to  my  ears.   3v  1949  BIA 
A  volume  of  essays  on  music,  chiefly  its  composition  and  performance,  based  on  the 
author's  talks  delivered  during  the  intermissions  of  the  Sunday  afternoon  broadcasts 
of  the  New  York  Philharmonic  Symphony  Orchestra. 

U.S.  Children's  Bureau.  Prenatal  care,  lv  1949  APH 

Talking  Books 
(These  books  are  provided  by  the  U.S.  Government  unless  otherwise  noted) 

W         Arnow,  Harriot te.  Hunter's  horn.  39r  2  pts  194-9  Read  by  Livingston  Gilbert 
APH   A  story  of  the  Kentucky  hills.  A  really  remarkable  regional  novel.  Characters 
are  amazingly  real,  incident  after  breathless  incident  and  just  enough  humor  to  make 
it  perfect.  Library  Journal 

Beach,  Rex.  The  silver  horde.   21r  1909  Read  by  George  Patterson  APH 
Romance  laid  in  Alaska. 

Bible:  Old  Testament.  Chronicles  -  Job.  21r  King  James  version  Read  by 
Alexander  Scourby 

Bible:  Old  Testament.  Ezekiel-Malachi.  King  James  version.  17r  Read  by 
Alexander  Scourby  AFB 

Bromfield,  Louis.  Possession.  33r  2  pts.   1925  Read  by  John  Knight  AFB 
"The  green  bay  tree,"  "Possession,"  and  "Early  autumn,"  make  a  trilogy  famous  in 
American  literature.  They  are  concerned  with  the  problems  of  the  grandchildren  of 
pioneers.  The  first  two  are  available  in  both  braille  and  Talking  Book,  the  last 
mentioned  is  in  braille  only. 

Burke,  Billie,  and  Cameron  Shipp.  With  a  feather  on  my  nose.  14r  1949  Read 
by  the  author  and  Norma  Terris  AFB 

The  popular  comedienne's  account  of  her  theatrical  career  and  her  married  life  with 
Florenz  Ziegfeld. 

Cooke,  David  C,  editor.  Best  detective  stories  of  the  year  1949.  12r  1949 
Read  by  Morris  Flournoy  APH 
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Costain,  Thomas  B.  The  conquerors,  the  pageant  of  England.  30r  2  pts  1949 
Read  by  James  Baskerville  APH 

Popularly  written  history  of  England  from  the  Conquest  to  the  death  of  King  John  in 
1216.  This  is  the  first  in  a  series  of  volumes  in  which  the  author  proposes  to 
chronicle  "The  Pageant  of  England." 

Cunningham,  A.  B.  The  hunter  is  the  hunted.  12r  1950  Read  by  Burt  Blackwell 
APH    Detective  story 

Cuppy,  Will.  How  to  attract  the  wombat.   6r  1935,  194-9  Read  by  Eurt  Blackwell 
APH     Brief,  humorous  essays  about  mammals,  insects,  birds,  etc.  In  each  essay 
there  is  a  bit  of  correct  information. 

Dickson,  Carter,  pseudonym.  Below  suspicion.  12r  194-9  Read  by  Walter  Gerard 
APH   Detective  story 

Emrich,  Duncan.  It's  an  old  Wild  West  custom.  Mr  194-9  Read  by  George 
Patterson  APH 

A  chatty  companionable  book  for  anyone  interested  in  the  background  of  western  lore 
and  distinctive  western  customs. 

Hplleran,  E.  E.  Prairie  guns,  llr  1944-  Read  by  Milton  Metz  APH  Western  story 

Hedrick,  U.P.  The  land  of  the  crooked  tree.  22r  1948  Read  by  Morris  Flournoy 
APH  In  1874  the  author's  father  took  his  little  family  to  the  newly  opened  Indian 
lands  of  the  lower  Michigan  peninsula.  The  book  is  an  account  of  the  author's  recol- 
lections of  life  among  the  descendants  of  the  French-Canadians  and  Ottawa  Indians 
with  whom  the  trappers  had  intermarried. 

James,  Marquis.  The  Cherokee  strip;  a  tale  of  an  Oklahoma  boyhood.  19r  1945 
Read  by  Burt  Elackwell  APH 

Marquis  James,  who  has  twice  won  the  Pulitzer  Prize  for  biography,  with  his  lives  of 
Sam  Houston  and  Andrew  Jackson,  here  tells  the  story  of  his  boyhood  in  the  pioneer 
town  of  Enid,  Oklahoma. 

Lofts,  Mrs.  Norah.   Women  in  the  old  Testament;  twenty  psychological  portraits. 
13r  1949  Read  by  William  Gladden  APH 

An  unusually  fine  collection  of  Bible  studies.  Recommended  for  its  sincerity  of  pur- 
pose and  its  vivid  recreation  of  Bible  times. 

Logan,  Milla  Z.  Cousins  and  commissars;  an  intimate  visit  to  Tito's  Yugoslavia. 
.llr  1949  Read  by  Terry  Hayes  APH 

^An  account,  modest,  warm-hearted  and  humorous,  of  the  author's  visit  to  the  tiny 
Yugoslav  village  which  had  been  her  mother's  childhood  home. 

Marshall,  Peter.  Mr.  Jones,  meet  the  Master;  sermons  and  prayers.  8r  1949 
Read  by  Paul  Clark  APH 

A  collection  of  the  sermons  and  prayers  of  the  late  chaplain  of  the  Senate.  The  ser- 
mons were  preached  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Washington,  D.  C,  and  the  prayers 
were  offered  in  the  United  States  Senate.  Dr.  Marshall's  death  , last  year  at  the  age 
of  forty-six  was  a  tragic  loss  to  the  church  and  the  nation. 

Mason,  Vaa  Wyck.  Dardanelles  derelict.  l6r  1949  Read  by  James  Baskerville 
APH    A  Major  North  spy  story,  the  scene  of  which  is  Turkey.  It  is  concerned  with 
a  discovery  which  may  prevent  the  third  world  war. 

Mitchell,  S.  Weir.  The  adventures  of  Francois.   15r  1098  Read  by  James  Bask- 
erville APH   The  adventures  of  a  little  Ishmaelite  adrift  in  the  Paris  streets  dur- 
ing the  Terror,  a  light-hearted,  irresponsible  rascal. 

Niebuhr,  Reinhold.  Faith  and  history,  a  comparison  of  Christian  and  modern 
views.  I8r  1949  Read  by  Jean  Clos  APH 

The  book  gives  evidence  of  having  been  prompted,  at  least  in  part,  by  Toynbee' s  in- 
terpretation of  history  with  which  Niebuhr  is  in  sharp  disagreement, 

Pocock,  Arthur.  Red  flannels  and  green  ice.   I8r  1949  Read  by  Kenneth  Meeker 
APH  An  account  of  the  author's  wartime  voyage  to  Greenland  and  the  Arctic  Circle  on 
a  coast  guard  cutter.  He  reports  humorously  on  what  he  saw  from  glaciers  to  Eskimos, 
and  tells  something  of  life  on  board  ship. 
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Schweitzer,  Albert.  Out  of  my  life  and  thought;  an  autobiography.  I8r  1949 
Read  by  Kermit  Murdock  AFB 

Originally  published  in  1933.  The  remarkable  wave  of  interest  in  Schweitzer's  per- 
sonality gives  this  book  much  more  significance  than  usually  attaches  to  a   new 
edition  of  an  old  book.  This  volume  is  among  other  things,  the  story  of  Schweitzer' s 
intellectual  life.  It  is  important  as  an  introduction  to  the  study  of  his  principal 
works,  and  a  superb  introduction  to  the  man.  Christian  Century. 

Sedges,  John.  The  long  love.  20r  1949  Read  by  Jan  Tyroler  APH 
The  story  of  a  long  and  happy  marriage  between  two  people  of  dissimilar  backgrounds 
and  temperaments.  The  scene  is  New  England;  the  time,  the  J.ast  forty  years. 

Seeley,  Mabel.  The  beckoning  door.  13r  1950  Read  by  Morris  Flournoy  APH 
Detective  story 

Smith,  T.  The  philosophic  way  of  life  in  America}  second  edition.  14r  194-3 
Read  by  Jean  Clos  APH 

This  is  a  sjmthesis  of  the  ideas  of  four  philosophers  prominent  in  America.  The 
philosophy  of  Royce  is  typical  of  the  religious  way  of  life,  that  of  William  James  is 
typical  of  the  scientific  way,  that  of  Dewey  of  the  social  way,  and  that  of  Santayana 
of  the  aesthetic  way. 

Spock,  B.  McL.  Common  sense  book  of  baby  and  child  care.  37r  194-6  Read  by 
Terry  Hayes  APH 

Waltari,  Mika.  The  Egyptian.  Air  3  pts  194-9  Read  by  Alexander  Scourby  AFB 
A  story  of  Egypt,  its  religious,  political,  and  everyday  life,  a  thousand  years  be- 
fore Christ. 

Books  on  Marriage  and  Parenthood 

Aaberg,  Jean  L.   ABC  for  mothers-to-be.  2v  Grade  l|  NYPL 

Eastman,  N.  J.    Expectant  motherhood.  3v  Grade  1^  NYPL 

Gruenberg,  Sidonia.  We,  the  parents;  our  relationship  to  our  children  and  to  the 

world  today.  Revised  edition.  1948  NYPL 
Hymes,  J.  L.      How  to  tell  your  child  about  sex.  lv  1949  Philadelphia 
|jeans,  E.  D.      Birth  control  yesterday,  today  and  tomorrow,  lv  New  Orleans 
Levine,  Milton  E.  The  wonder  of  life;  how  we  are  born  and  how  we  grow  up.  lv  Grade 

l|  NYPL 
Levy,  John.      The  happy  family.  4v  Grade  |J  1938  NYPL 
Neumann,  Henry.   Modern  youth  and  marriage.   2v  NYPL 
Post,  Emily.      Children  are  people;  and  ideal  parents  are  comrades.  3v  CPH  1940 

(U.S.  Government) 
Read,  G.  D.       Childbirth  without  fear,  the  principles  of  natural  childbirth.   5v 

NYPL 
Spock,  B.  McL.    Common  sense  book  of  baby  and  child  care.  37r  1946  Read  by 

Terry  Hayes  APH 
Stokes,  W.  R.     Modern  pattern  for  marriage;  the  newer  understanding  of  married 

love.  2v  1948  NYPL 
Stone,  Hannah  M.,  and  A.  M.  Stone.  Marriage  manual.  4v  1935  edition  APH  (U.S. 

Government) 
US  Children's  Bureau.  Your  child  from  one  to  six,  his  care  and  training.  3v  APH 

Revised  1945  (U.S.  Government) 
US  Children's  Bureau.  Infant  care.  2v  CPH  (U.S.  Government) 
US  Children's  Bureau.  Prenatal  care,  lv  CPH  (U.S.  Government) 
Wolf,  Mrs.  A.W.M.  Parents'  manual;  a  guide  to  the  emotional  development  of  young 

children.  3v  1941  APH  (U.S.  Government) 
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BERTRAND  RUSSELL  -  1950  Nobel  Prize  Winner  for  Literature 
Taken  in  part  from  "Twentieth  Century  Authors" 

Bertrand  Arthur  William  Russell,  third  Earl  Russell,  Viscount  Amberley,  English 
philosopher,  mathematician,  and  sociologist,  was  born  at  Trelleck,  Wales,  on  May  13, 
1872.  The  Russell  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  England.  He  was  an  orphan  at 
three,  and  was  reared  by  Lord  John  Russell's  widow.  He  succeeded  to  the  title  in 
1931,  on  the  death  of  his  older  brother,  the  second  Earl;  but  he  much  prefers  to  be 
known  still  simply  as  Bertrand  Russell. 

Bertrand  Russell  was  never  sent  to  school,  but  was  educated  at  home  until  he 
entered  Trinity  College,  Cambridge.  He  was  a  fellow  of  Trinity  in  1895,  and  it  was 
there  that  his  genius  for  mathematics  and  philosophy,  and  especially  for  the  former, 
first  became  evident.  However,  a  third  interest  was  already  claiming  him — that  of 
sociology.  His  first  book  was  on  German  Social  Democracy,  followed  by  four  on 
mathematics. 

Though  his  contributions  to  mathematical  theory  are  too  technical  for  popular 
elucidation,  they  are  very  great.  He  seemed  destined  for  a  purely  academic  and 
scholarly  life,  when  the  First  World  War  precipitated  him  into  the  political  and 
social  arena. 

A  convinced  pacifist,  he  opposed  the  war  from  the  start,  though  he  himself  was 
by  then  over  military  age.   (In  contrast,  he  ardently  supported  the  democracies  in 
the  Second  World  War) .  He  was  dismissed  by  Trinity  College  in  1916,  and  soon  after 
was  sentenced  to  four  months  in  prison,  which  he  occupied  in  writing  his  "Introduc- 
tion to  Mathematical  Philosophy." 

After  the  war,  he  visited  Soviet  Russia,  alienated  most  of  his  radical  sympa- 
thizers by  disliking  it  intensely  and  saying  so  frankly,  and  then  settled  down  for 
a  year  as  professor  of  philosophy  at  the  University  of  Peking. 

In  1938  Russell  came  to  the  University  of  Chicago  as  a  visiting  professor  of 
philosophy,  and  the  next  year  held  the  same  position  at  the  University  of  California 
at  Los  Angeles.  While  he  was  still  there,  early  in  1940,  he  was  appointed  William 
James  Lecturer  in  Philosophy  at  Harvard  and  professor  of  philosophy  at  the  College 
of  the  City  of  New  York.  Immediately  a  wild  uproar  of  protest  arose,  based  on  the 
fact  that  among  Bertrand' Russell' s  many  published  opinions  have  been  many  on  sex, 
and  that  his  views  on  this  subject  have  been  exceedingly  radical.  However,  any 
objections  from  Harvard  soon  died  down,  and  the  whole  C.C.N.Y.  matter  was  dropped 
in  October,  1940,  when  he  was  offered  and  accepted  a  post  as  lecturer  on  the  history 
of  culture  at  the  Barnes  Foundation,  Merion,  Pennsylvania. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  Bertrand  Russell's  matrimonial  career  has  been  a 
stormy  one.  In  1894.  he  married  Alys  Pearsall  Smith,  sister  of  Logan  Pearsall  Smith, 
who  divorced  him  in  1921.  The  same  year  he  married  Dra  Winifred  Black,  who  divorced 
him  in  1935.  His  third  wife,  Patricia  Helen  Spence,  had  been  his  secretary. 

A  thin,  wiry,  short  man,  with  (to  quote  Burton  Rascoe)  "a  hatchet  face,  furrow- 
ed cheeks,  a  Scot's  complexion,  and  a  heavy  shock  of  white  hair,"  his  most  notable- 
feature  is  his  large,  piercing  eyes — the  eyes  of  a  philosopher.  Dr.  Henry  Noble 
McCracken  thought  Russell  "must  be  one  of  the  best  talkers  living."  There  is 
nothing  either  of  the  traditional  glacial  English  lord  or  of  the  absent-minded 
professor  about  Bertrand  Russell,  who  likes  to  add  "malicious  footnotes"  to  his 
manuscripts  and  describes  himself  as"a  happy  pessimist."  McCracken  called  him  "a 
mixture  of  radicalism  and  good  taste,  and  imperturable  good  temper.  As  lover  of 
freedom  and  justice,  as  a' master  of  the  King's  English,  as  a  man  with  a  passion  for 
the  truth  as  he  sees  it,  and  as^likable  individual,  there  lives  not  his  match." 

Editor's  note:Among  this  author's  books,  the  following  are  in  braille  or  on 
Talking  Books: 
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The  ABC  of  Atoms   lv  1927  NIB 

The  ABC  of  Relativity  lv  1925  Grade  l|  AB 

Conquest  of  Happiness  2v  Grade  l|  AB 

Philosophy  6v  Grade  l|   NYPL 

Power;  a  new  social  analysis  4-v  NYPL 

Freedom  Versus  Organization  35r  2  pts  19 34  AFB 

A  VISIT  TO  528  LOCKERBIE  STREET 
Harold  Rowley 

Not  far  from  the  roaring  heart  of  Indianapolis  is  a  little  street  bearing  the 
unusual  name  of  Lockerbie  Street.  The  building  at  528  Lockerbie  is  rather  imposing 
and  could  be  taken  for  a  public  building  of  some  sort.  But  at  one  time  it  was  a 
private  home — the  home  of  the  Hoosier  poet,  James  Whitcomb  Riley. 

As  you  ascend  the  steps  that  lead  rather  steeply  from  the  street,  the  building 
looms  above  you  and  seems  more  than  ever  not  to  resemble  a  private  home.  This 
effect  is  heightened  by  the  shallow  doorway  and  the  absence  of  a  porch.  But  a  guide 
answers  the  bell  and  assures  you  that  you  are  in  the  James  Whitcomb  Riley  Memorial 
after  all.  The  house  is  maintained  exactly  as  it  was  when  Riley  lived  there. 

To  the  right  of  the  front  hall  is  the  large  drawing  room,  but  after  a  quick 
walk  around  it,  you  quickly  discover  that  there  is  little  in  it  that  you  haven't 
seen  before  in  many  houses.  It  is  the  typical  living  room  on  a  larger  scale. 

To  the  left  of  the  front  fell,  however,  is  the  room  that  is  more  interesting 
than  any  other  in  the  house — the  library.  Clearly,  this  room  was  designed  for  just 
plain  living.  Riley's  favorite  reading  chair  still  stands  by  the  fireplace;  and, 
just  at  its  side,  is  a  stand  on  which  lies  a  copy  of  the  Bible.  In  fact,  the  whole 
room  is  filled  with  books;  books  of  all  kinds  and  descriptions. 

If  one  follows  an  interesting  hallway  to  the  right,  he  finds  himself  in  the 
spacious  dining  room  in  which  Riley  once  entertained  so  many  of  the  Midwest' s  and 
the  nation's  literati.  Since  so  many  figures  of  literature  made  their  home  in  the 
,)Hoosier  capital  at  the  time,  the  long  table  was  frequently  the  scene  of  many  a 
sumptuous  meal  and  literary  discussion  combined.  The  dining  room  is  long  and 
narrow,  with  hand-worked  leather  wainscoting  on  the  walls  from  the  floor  to  a  height 
of  about  six  feet.  At  the  left  is  the  door  to  the  private  dining  room  and  butler's 
pantry,  where  Riley  was  said  to  have  eaten  when  he  was  not  entertaining. 

The  most  interesting  room  on  the  secord  floor  is  Riley's  private  bedroom;  for 
it  is  here  that  one  learns  most  about  Riley's  personal  characteristics. 

Riley's  own  bedroom  is  small  compared  with  most  of  the  rooms  of  the  house.  His 
black  silk  opera  hat  still  stands  in  its  transparent  hat  box  at  the  foot  of  his  bed 
just  as  if  it  were  to  be  worn  this  very  night. 

One  of  the  poet' s  suits  is  still  preserved,  and  from  its  measurements  one  can 
deduce  that  Riley  was  a  Very  small  man — probably  not  taller  than  five  feet  four 
inches.  His  brushes  and  a  few  cologne  bottles  still  stand  on  his  dresser,  and  his 
shoes  can  still  be  seen  in  a  glass  shoe  cabinet  near  the  bed.  From  these  articles 
of  clothing,  it  is  plain  to  see  that  Riley  was  not  the  "raggedy  man"  in  his  later 
years,  even  though  he  did  aspire  to  that  role  as  a  small  boy. 

A  number  of  questions  crowd  in  at  the  last  moment  and  are  answered.  Riley  did 
write  most  of  his  poems  in  this  house.  And  he  really  did  make  much  money  from  writ- 
ing poetry.  In  fact  he  was  rather  poor  in  the  early  part  of  his  life  until  his 
poetry  catapulted  him  to  wealth  and  fame,  enabling  him  to  buy  his  house  on  Lockerbie 
Street. 

It  was  of  Lockerbie  Street  that  Riley  wrote: 
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"Such  a  dear  little  street  it  is,  nestled  away 

From  the  noise  of  the  city  and  heat  of  the  day, 
In  cool  shady  coverts  of  whi- sparing  trees, 

With  their  leaves  lifted  up  to  snake  hands  with  the  breeze." 

And  you  almost  wonder  how  this  street,  no  different  from  many  others,  could  hsve 
become  the  subject  of  any  poem.  The  answer  is  that  Riley  made  everything  his  sub- 
ject, the  simplest  and  homeliest  things,  the  things  that  others  would  have  scorned 
as  too  commonplace.  How  could  Lockerbie  Street  have  escaped? 

BRAILLE  TYPEWRITERS  FROM  BRAILLE  INSTITUTE  OF  AMERICA 

The  second  lot  of  portable  braille  typewriters,  Atkinson  model,  is  promised  for 
delivery  by  the  manufacturers  no  later  than  March  1,  1951.  To  obtain  this  machine 
orders  should  be  sent  in  at  once  to  the  Braille  Institute,  7-41  North  Vermont  Avenue, 
Los  Angeles  27,  California. 

The  price  is  $96.00  plus  transportation  and  California  sales  tax.  The  weight 
of  machine  with  case  is  1A   pounds.  As  the  case  is  a  component  part  of  the  writer, 
the  machine  is  not  sold  separately.  The  machine  will  be  shipped  by  the  American 
Railway  Express,  transportation  collect.  A  descriptive  folder  will  be  sent  by  the 
Braille  Institute  upon  request. 

ROBERT  FROST 
March  26,1875- 
From  "Herald-Tribune  Books" 

Frost  was  born  in  San  Francisco.  His  father  died  when  he  was  ten  and  his 
mother  took  him  to  New  England.  He  started  writing  poetry  in  high  school,  and  after 
graduation  as  co-valedictorian  with  the  girl  he  later  married,  he  attended  Dart- 
mouth for  several  months.  However,  because  he  disliked  the  discipline,  he  left 
college  and  worked  as  a  bobbin  boy  in  a  mill,  taught  Latin,  and  did  numerous  odd 
jobs.  Two  years  after  his  marriage  in  1895,  he  enrolled  in  Harvard.  Here  he  re- 
mained for  two  years  and  studied  the  classics,  in  which  he  received  high  grades. 
During  this  time  he  taught  a  little  and  also  did  some  reporting  and  editing. 

In  1900  he  went  to  a  farm  in  New  Hampshire  and  from  1905  to  1911  taught  Eng- 
lish in  Derry  and  finally,  from  1911  to  1912,  psychology  at  New  Hamshire  State 
Normal  School.  During  this  period  his  poems  had  not  been  accepted  by  publishers  so 
he  sold  his  farm  and  moved  his  family  to  England,  where  he  felt  poetry  was  given 
more  serious  recognition. 

"A  Boy's  Will"  and  "North  of  Boston"  were  published  in  England,  and,  with  the 
fame  they  brought,  Frost  felt  he  could  return  to  the  United  States.  Here  he  found 
himself  famous  and  has  been  since  at  various  times  "poet  in  residence"  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan;  teacher  of  English  in  many  colleges,  including  Wesleyan, 
Amherst,  Middlebury,  and  Harvard;  and  lecturer  at  the  Bread  Loaf  School  of  English, 
of  which  he  was  co-founder.  He  always  keeps  as  home  some  farm  in  New  Hampshire  or 
Vermont, 

The  following  works  of  this  author  are  available: 

A  Further  Range  lv  APH 

Masque  of  Reason  lv  CPH 

North  of  Boston  2v  Cincinnati,  Cleveland ^Sacramen to 

Selected  Poems  6v  BIA  and  6r  APH 

A  Witness  Tree  lv  CPH 
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Hand-copied  Books 

This  is  a  list  of  hand-copied  books  recently  reported  by  the  libraries.  Unless 
otherwise  indicated,  these  books  are  in  Grade  2. 

How  to  locate  hand-copied  books  in  libraries:  Following  each  title  in  this  list 
you  will  find  either  a  group  of  initials  or  the  name  of  a  city.  These  are  the 
abbreviations  f rem  the  names  of  the  libraries  for  the  blind  and  indicate  the  library 
in  which  you  will  find  the  book.  A  key  to  these  abbreviations,  giving  the  names 
and  addresses  of  each  library  and  publishing  house,  is  included  in  every  January 
and  June  issue. 

Arnold,  Owen.  Sun  in  your  eyes.   3v  Cleveland 
Chapters  on  the  history  and  the  many  aspects  of  life  in  the  Southwest,  written  in 
informal  fashion. 

Ashbrook.  How  to  raise  rabbits  for  food  and  fun.  2v  Cleveland 

Bacmeister,  R.  W.  Growing  together  6v  Cleveland 
A  series  of  chapters  dealing  with  the  problems  of  the  care  and  management  of  chil- 
dren at  various  periods  of  their  growth  and  development  and  as  they  are  affected  oy 
the  growth  and  development  of  family  life  itself. 

Barnes,  Margaret  C.  Within  the  hollow  crown.  6v  Chicago  1947  Recently 
added  to  Cleveland 

Historical  novel  based  on  the  life  of  Richard  II  of  England.  It  begins  when  Richard 
was  fifteen  and  closes  with  his  murder.   (Available  as  a  Talking  Book) 

Bell,  Margaret  E.  The  Totem  casts  a  shadow.  3v  1949  NYPL 
The  scene  of  this  novel  is  Prince  of  Wales  Island.  The  time  is  the  l830's. 

Binns,  Charles  F.  The  potter's  craft.   2v  Cleveland 
A  guide  to  the  potter's  craft  that  is  based  upon  thirty-six  years  experience.  The 
author,  director  of  the  New  York  school  for  clayworking  and  ceramics,  writes 
supposedly  for  the  amateur,  yet  devotes  much  of  the  text  to  processes  difficult  for 
professionals. 

Chute,  Marchetta.  Shakespeare  of  London.  6v  1949  NYPL 
A  reconstruction  of  the  life  and  times  of  Shakespeare,  based  on  source  material 
dated  up  to  1635.  Emphasis  is  on  the  London  period  of  Shakespeare's  life. 

Ditmars,  Raymond  L.  Thrills  of  a  naturalist's  quest.  4v  1945  NYPL,  LC 
Recently  added  to  NY  Guild 

Stories  of  some  of  the  adventures  the  author  had  while  capturing  snakes  and  other 
specimens  for  the  New  York  zoological  park.   (Available  as  a  Talking  Book) 

Ellenwood,  James  L.  Just  and  durable  parents  2v  Cleveland 
Deals  with  changing  relationships  within  the  family  as  the  young  people  reach  matur- 
ity. Companion  volume  to  "There's  no  place  like  home"  (in  Chicago  and  Cincinnati) 
and  "It  runs  in  the  family." 

Frank,  Lawrence  K.  Personality,  and  culture,  the  psycho cultural  approach,  lv 

1943  NYPL 

French  text:  Altschuler,  C.H.  French  idiomatic  construction  and  French  sub- 
junctives, lv  NYPL 

French  text:  Pages,  G.  Histoire  sommaire  de  la  France,  de  1610  a  nos  jours. 
4v  NYPL 

Frisbie,  Robert  D,  Dawn  sails  north.  7v  1949  NY  Guild 
Sam  Strickland,  whose  grandfather  had  been  a  New  England  sea  captain,  went  out  to 
the  South  Sea  Island  of  Farue-nui,  to  learn  the  truth  of  his  grandfather's  last 
letter.  Very  readable. 

Greenup,  Mrs.  Ruth,  and  Leonard.  Revolution  before  breakfast;  Argentina.  5v 
NY  Guild  The  authors  were  newspaper  correspondents  in  Argentina  from  1941  to  1946, 
They  describe  the  life  and  times  of  those  days  in  Argentina,  stressing  the  rise  of 
Peron,  and  the  part  played  by  his  wife  in  his  bid  for  power. 

Gresham,  Wm.  L.  Nightmare  Alley.  6v  1946  NY  Guild 
The  story  of  Stanton  Carlisle,  a  clever,  personable  and  thoroughly  unscrupulous  man, 
who  sets  out  to  achive  riches  and  power  by  exploiting  the  things  men  fear  most: 
death  and  the  creak  of  fortune's  wheel. 
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Hayes,  Samuel  P,   Contributions  to  a  psychology  of  blindness.   2v  1941  NY 
Guild  , 

Hornung,  J.  L.  Radar  primer.   2v  1948  NY  Guild 
Designed  to  cover  the  fundamental  principles  of  radar  from  a  non -mathematical  point 
of  view. 

Kaye-Smith,  Sheila.  The  happy  tree,  a  love  story.  3v  194-9  APH  Recently 
added  to  NYPL  in  Grade  3 

Kruh,  Frank  0.  Modern-life  chemistry.   lOv  1941  LC  Recently  added  to  NYPL 

Lehmann,  John,  editor.  Modern  French  stories.  3v  1948  NYPL 

Lockridge,  Richard, and  Frances.  Spin  your  web,  lady.  3v  1949  NY  Guild 
Detective  story 

Morstein  Marx,  Fritz,  editor.  Foreign  governments;  the  dynamics  of  politics 
abroad.  23v  1949  Volume  23  has  detailed  contents.  Philadelphia 
A  new  departure  in  texts  on  comparative  government  in  its  attention  to  social  and 
psychological  factors.  The  countries  treated  in  detail  by  the  eight  authors  in- 
clude Britain  and  the  Commonwealth,  France,  Italy,  Scandinavia,  Germany,  Austria, 
Switzerland,  China,  lapan,  Mexico,  Brazil,  Russia  and  her  satellites. 

Nesbitt,  Mrs.  Henrietta.  White  Houso diary.   6v  1948  NY  Guild 
An  amusing,  chatty  and  very  human  account  of  life  in  the  White  House  during  the 
years  of  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt's  tenure.   (Available  as  a  Talking  Book) 

Norris,  Kathleen.  Mink  coat.   5v  1946  NY  Guild  A  novel  of  wartime  America 
and  of  a  marriage. 

Perry,  L.  D.  Seat  weaving,  lv  Cleveland 
An  elementary  text  book  for  manual  training  classes,  which  explains  the  processes 
of  weaving  cane,  rush,  reed  or  split  seats  for' chairs  and  stools. 

Rabelais,  Francois.  Pantagruel.  llv  NY  Guild 
Published  in  1533,  it  is  book  two  of  "Gargantua  and  Pantagruel,"  a  famous  satire  of 
religion,  politics,  pedantry  and  social  institutions  of  that  period.  Rabelais  is 
considered  to  have  influenced  Montaigne,  Moliere,  Blaise,  Pascal,  Anatole  France, 
Swift  and  Sterne. 

Silvers,  Earl  R.  How  to  write  short  stories  that  editors  buy.  4v  1943  NYPL 
The  author  of  many  short  stories  attempts  to  tell  how  an  author's  mind  works,  what 
factors  influence  him  and  what  are  the  basic  rules  of  short  story  writing. 

Skinner,  Cornelia  Otis.  Family  circle.   5v  Cleveland 
The  author' s  reminiscences  cover  the  period  of  her  own  early  years,  up  to  the  time 
of  her  first  Broadway  appearance,  and  also  delves  into  the  family  backgrounds  of 
her  father  and  mother.   (Available  as  a  Talking  Book) 

Spanish  text:  cervantes  Saaredr a' Miguel  de.  Selections  from  Don  Quijote, 
edited  with  notes  by  J.D.M.  Ford.  4v  NYPL 

Spanish  text:  Pittaro,  John  N.  Segundo  curso  de  Espanol.  9v  NYPL 

Thane,  Elswyth,  pseudonym.  Ever  after.  6v  1945  NY  Guild 
This  further  chronicle  of  the  Day-Sprague-Murray  family  takes  place  in  the  closing 
years  of  the  19th  century;  the  scene  is  variously  Williamsburg,  Va.,  New  York, 
England,  and  Cuba. 

Wentworth,  Patricia,  pseudonym.  Miss  Silver  comes  to  stay.  4v  1948  LC 
Recently  added  to  N  Y  Guild    Detective  story 
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Book  Announcements 
Press-made  Books 

All  press-m*de  or  Talking  Books  here  noted  are  provided  by  the  Federal  Government. 

Copies  of  these  government-supplied  books  are  placed  in  the  twenty-six  region?! 

libraries  which  serve  the  blind.  A  list  of  these  libraries  appears  regularly  in 

the  January  and  June  numbers  of  the  magazine. 

Readers  are  required  to  borrow  books  from  the  library  designated  by  the  Library  cf 

Congress  to  serve  their  respective  territories. 

In  the  list  which  follows,  the  first  book  notation  in  every  instance  should  be 

credited  to  the  Book  Review  Digest  unless  another  source  is  given. 

Anderson,  Frank  Maloy.  The  mystery  of  "a  public  man";  a  historical  detective 

story.  2v  1948  HP 

students  of  Lincolniana  will  be  especially  interested.  It  is  an  attempt  to  clear 
up  a  mystery  of  American  history.  In  1879  the  North  American  Review  published 
"The  Diary  of  a  Public  Man"  which  purported  to  be  a  diary  of  the  Secession  Winter. 
If  genuine,  it  is  a  document  of  much  importance.  This  volume  is  an  account  of  the 
author's  efforts  to  discover  the  identity  of  the  writer  of  the  diary. 

De  la  Roche,  Mazo.  Mary  Wakefield.  4v  1949  APH 
The  eleventh  volume  in  the  Jalna  series  is  the  second  in  point  of  time.  The  set- 
ting is  Jalna  in  1893  and  the  heroine  is  Mary  Wakefield,  the  beautiful  English 
girl  engaged  by  Ernest  Whiteoak  to  be  governess  for  Philip's  motherless  children. 
(Available  as  a  Talking  Book) 

Fletcher,-  Mrs,  Inglis.  Roanoke  hundred.  6v  1948  CPH 
Historical  novel  b  sed  on  the  Grenville  expedition  to  Roanoke,  Virginia.  It 
pictures  the  court  life  of  the  days  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  the  manners  and  customs 
of  the  people  of  Devon  and  Cornwall. 

Gard,  Wayne,  Frontier  justice.  5v  1949  APH 
An  informal  study  of  the  rise  of  order  and  law  west  of  the  Mississippi,  where  order 
often  came  before  law.  It  is  both  good  history  and  good  reading. 

Glick,  Carl.  I'm  a  busybody.  3v  1949  BIA 
Reminiscences  of  the  author  of  "Shake  hands  with  the  dr-gon"  (in  Chicago,  NYPL, 
Philadelphia).  He  begins  his  book  with  a  trip  across  the  contiment  when  he  was^ 
fourteen  and  made  his  prize  faux  pas  by  mentioning  murder  to  the  notorious  Lizzie 
Borden. 

Helmericks,  Mrs.  Constance,  and  H.  Helmericks.  Our  Alaskan  winter.  3v  1949 

BIA 

This  is  the  third  and  last  book  of  exploring  by  homemade  canoe  above  the  Artie 
Circle  of  America.  Much  nonsense  has  been  written  about  Alaska.  The  helmericks 
are  expert  dispellers  of  this.  The  other  books  in  this  series  are:  "We  Live  in  the 
Arctic,"  five  volumes,  and  "Our  Summer  with  the  Eskimos,"  fourteen  records. 

Holbrook,  Stewart  H.  Holy  old  m^ckinaw;  a  natural  history  of  the  American 
lumberjack.  2v  1938  HP 

A  hundred  ye  rs  of  lumbering  from  the  Kennebee  to  Puget  Sound,  with  some  data  on 
forest  reserves. 

King,  >nest  L.  Main  line;  fifty  years  of  railroading  with  the  Southern  Pacific; 

at  told  to  Robert  E.  Mahaffy.  3v  1948  CPH 

Mr.  King,  a  Calif ornian,  began  his  career  at  fifteen,  a  Western  Union  messenger. 
When  he  retired  in  1945  he  was  assistant  to  the  vice-president.  The  book  deals 
mainly  with  incidents  of  railroading  and  curious  characters  that  came  under 
Mr.  King's  notice. 

Lane,  Ferdinand  C.  Earth's  grandest  rivers.  4v  1949  APH 
Complimentary  volume  to  the  author's  earlier  works,  "Th  Mysterious  Sea,"  and  "The 
World's  Great  Lakes,"  both  of  which  are  in  Braille.  The  rivers  treated  in  particular 
include  those  of  all  the  contiments.  Supplementary  chapters  deal  with  rivers  in 
general  and  their  influence  on  human  life  and  history. 
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Lawrence,  Marjorie.  Interrupted  melody.  3v  1950  APH 
Autobiography  of  Marjorie  Lawrence,  describing  her  life  from  her  days  on  an 
Australian  farm  to  her  triumphs  as  an  opera  singer.  At  the  height  of  her  musical 
career  she  was  stricken  with  infantile  paralysis,  and  she  devotes  considerable 
space  to  her  struggle  to  resume  her  career,  and  her  successful  comeback. 

Marriott,  Alice,  The  ten  grandmothers.  3v  1945  HP 
Short  stories  and  sketches  of  life  among  the  Kiowa  Indians,  bearing  dates  from 
1847  to  1944.  The  stories  are  based  on  knowledge  of  Kiowa  manners  and  customs, 
their  traditions  and  beliefs,  gained  from  reminiscences  of  older  members  of  the 
tribe  and  from  their  legends, 

Scowcroft,  Richard.  First  family.  4v  1950  APH 
Story  of  a  large,  prosperous  middle-class  family  growing  up  in  a  western  town  in 
the  1920' s  and  1930' s. 

Stuart,  Jesse.  The  thread  that  runs  so  true.  4v  1949  APH 
The  poet  and  novelist  has  here  written  his  own  story.  He  traces  his  career  from 
the  day  when  he  first  taught  in  a  one-room  rural  school  in  Kentucky,  through  his 
years  in  various  teaching  positions,  to  the  time  nearly  twenty  years  later  when 
he  went  back  to  the  land. 

Talking  Books 
(These  books  are  provided  by  the  U.S.  Government  unless  otherwise  noted) 

Barnett,  Lincoln.  The  universe  and  Dr.  Einstein;  with  a  foreword  by  Albert 
Einstein.  6r  1949  Read  by  Sidney  Walton  AFB 

An  attempt  to  interpret  Einstein's  theory  of  relativity  to  the  layman.  The  author 
"discusses  the  theories  which  physicists  fciave  evolved  in  their  attempts  to  explain 
the  workings  of  the  universe."  The  book  is  short  and  to  the  point  and  it  goes 
far  toward  explaining  in  easily  understandable  terms  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries 

of  our  age,  ... 

Bush,  Vannevar.  Modern  arms  and  free  men;  a  discussion  of  the  role  ol  science 
in  preserving  democracy.  17r  1949  Read  by  Lauren  Gilbert  AFB 
This  book  is  at  once  argumentative,  stimulating  and  compelling.  It  clarifies 
many  issues;  in  the  discussion  of  communism  and  democracy  it  attains _ true  eloquence 
A   and  great  beauty  and  it  achieves  broad  judgments  and  sharp  commentaries,  it  is  a 
™  common-sense  brok  and  therefore  one  of  great  value.  New  York  Times 

Carmer,  Carl  L.  Dark  trees  to  the  wind;  a  cycle  of  York  State  years.  16r 
1949  Read  by  Kermit  burdock  AFB 

This  volume  is  perhaps  more  folk-lore  than  hi story.  Yet  it  rests  upon  solid ^ 
historical  foundations  with  some  enlivening  biography  to  buttress  it.  A  genial 
exercise  in  state  chauvinism  by  one  of  this  state's  most  readble  drum-beaters. 
Castor,  Henry.  Year  of  the  Spaniard;  a  novel  of  1898.  18r  1950  Read  by 

Milton  Metz  APH 

Historical  novel  of  the  Spanish-American  war.  xt  covers  the  year  1898  in  the 
lives  of  two  Philadelphia  college  friends:  Caleb  Hawkins,  a  wealthy  Quaker 
playboy,  and  Warren  Spangler,  a  reporter. 

Chapman,  Maristan,  pseudonym.  Rogue's  march.  26  r  2  pts   1949  Read- by 
Morris  Flournoy  APH 

Historical  novel  about  the  last  years  of  the  Revolution,  culminating  in  the  Battle 
of  King's  Mountain.  The  heroine  is  Margaret  Brooke,  Whig  daughter  of  a  hotheaded 
Tory.  "Never  before,"  says  one  critic,  "has  King's  Mountain  received  the  treatment 
in  historical  fiction  that  it  deserves." 
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Derleth,  August  W.,  editor.  The  other  side  of  the  moon.  32r  2  pts 
1929  1949  Read  by  Robert  Donley  AFB 
A  collection  of  short  stories  designed  to  illustrate  the  most  recent  development.* 

in  the  field  of  science  fiction. 

Flavin,  Martin.  Black  and  white;  from  the  Cape  to  the  Congo.  22r  1950 

Read  by  Walter  Gerard   APH 

The  author  recently  took  a  trip  through  South  Africa  from  Johannesburg  into 
BechuanXd,  and  down  the  Congo  into  Leopoldville   A  l™*^*™^*' 
penetrating  book  that  will  give  you  a  new  perspective  on  the  Dark  Continent. 

Kennedy,  Margaret.  The  feast.  18r  1950  Read  by  John  Brewster   AFB 
A  novel  describing  the  activities  in  the  last  six  days  of  a  Cornish  seaside  hotel. 
It  is  a  thoroughly  entertaining  and  competent  book,  full  of  sharp  insights  into 

^6"SSiS,BtffiaTm  the  ships  at  sea.  llr  1950  Read  by  William  Lazar 

AFB 
A  Commander  in  the  regular  Navy,  the  author  has  written  of  his  career  as  an 
enlisted  man  in  the  1930 's  and  his  later  experiences  as  an  officer.  Through  a 
series  of  anecdotes  about  himself,  his  friends  and  the  ships  he  has  sailed  in, 
Lederer  gives  a  humorous,  somewhat  bawdy  picture  of  life  in  the  regular  and  war- 

tolSS^fSSl5!Ur?S.  I  ^0  believe.  9r  1949  Read  by  Delmar  Neutzman  AFB 
From  his  years  of  experience  as  a  public  servant,  the  author  makes   clear  his 
belief  in  "the  capacity  of  democracy  to  surmount  any  trials  that  may  lie  ahead. 
It  is  a  book  of  intense,  sincere,  thoughtful  series  of  logical,  progres sive 
essays.  A  book  which  strengthens  one's  faith  in  a  great  American.  H.S.  Commager 
says  that  "What  Lilienthal  has  to  say  about  the  problems  of  democracy,  the  role 
of  government  and  of  the  citizen  in  such  enterprises  as  regional  economy  and 
atemic  energy  merits  the  closest  attention." 

Poole,  Ernest.  His  family.  18r  1917  Read  by  Burt  Blackwell  APH 
A  widower  finds  himself  with  three  half-grown  daughters,  utterly  different  in  type. 
The  city  is  seen  through  the  varied  characters  of  his  daughters,  each  of  whom 
lives  in  a  different  New  York.  ^r 

Stettinius,  Edward  R.,  Jr.  Roosevelt  and  the  Russians,  the  Yalta  Conference. 
^  l6r  1949  Read  by  John  Knight  AFB  #      , 

*Mr.  Stettinius  has  written  this  book  to  refute  the  current  stories  that  President 
Roosevelt's  concessions  to  the  Russians  were  so  great  as  to  be  responsible  for  our 
present  difficulties  with  the  Soviet  Union.  In  a  painstaking,  day-by-day  account 
which  discusses  in  detail  each  decision  taken  at  the  Conference,  Stettinius  shows 
that  the  Russians  in  fact  concede  more  than  we  did,  and  that  their  failure  to 
honor  their  agreements  after  the  war  is  the  cause  of  the  cold  war.  Library  Journal 

Ware,  Norman.  Wealth  and  welfare,  the  backgrounds  of  American  economics, 
llr  1949  Read  by  Paul  Clark  APH 

A  lively  and  witty  book  about  economics  is  rare.  The  author  -'traces  the  origins 
of  our  economic  practice  from  the  institutionalism  of  the  Middle  Ages  to  the 
American  empirical  system  of  government-encouraged  enterprise  a  mixture  of  the 
historic,  systems  to  a  distinctly  American  recipe."   Literary  Journal 

Wernher,  Hilda.  My  Indian  son-in-law.  14r  1949  Read  by  Terry  Hayes  APH 
In  diary  form  the  author  continues  the  story  begun  in  "My  Indian  Family.  _ 
(Available  from  Chicago)  It  begins  with  the  arrival  of  the  author 's  son-in-law 
and  his  second  wife  from  a  prolonged  honeymoon  and  illustrates  that  western  ideas 
are  not  always  in  harmony  with  Eastern  ways.  (Available  in  Braille) 
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Wilson,  Mrs.  Ethel.  The  innocent  traveler.  14r  1949  Read  by  Terry  Hayes 

APH 

The  portrait  of  Topaz  tfdgeworth,  who  for  a  hundred  years  took  her  gay  and  often 
uninhibited  way  through  life.  Her  first  fifty  yeart,  were  spent  in  her  father's 
prosperous  Victorian  home  near  Birmingham,  England;  her  second  fifty  in  Vancouver. 
The  book  is  partly  fact,  partly  fiction.  (Available  in  braille) 


BOOKS  ON  THE  CARE  OF  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM 

Bisch,  Louis  E.   Be  glad  you're  neurotic.  4v  Grade  lj  Chicago 

Bisch,  Louis  E.   Your  nerves;  how  to  release  nervous  tension.  5v  Gr  de  lg  Chicago 

Call,  Annie  B     Power  through  repose.  3v  Grade  12  Chicago 

Dunbar,  Helen  F.  Mind  and  body;  psychosomatic  medicine.  3v  1947  APH 

(U.S.  Government  and  as  Talking  Book) 
Fink,  David  H.  Release  from  nervous  tension.  3v  APH  (U.S.  Government) 
Hinsie,  L.E.  The  person  in  the  body,  an  introduction  to  psychosomatic  medicine. 

4v  NYPL 
Jackson,  J.A.,  and  H.M.  Salisbury.  Outwitting  our  nerves.  3v  1932  AB  Grade  12 

(U.S.  Government) 
Jacobson,  Edmund.  You  must  relax.  3v  Grade  lj  Chicago 

The  human  mind.  Sv  BIA  1945  (U.S. Government) 
You  and  psychiatry.  2v  CPH 
New  fields  of  psychiatry.  1949  2v  NYPL 
Psychiatry  for  the  curious.  2v  Grade  lj  NYPL 
Doctors  of  the  mind;  the  story  of  psychiatry.  4v  1942  HP 
(U.S.  Government) 

Ray,  M.B.         How  never  to  be  tired.  3v  1945  HP  (U.S.  Government) 
Riggs,  A.F.       Just  nerves,  lv  1932  Gr~de  lj  HP  (U.S.  Government) 


Menninger,  W.C. 
Menninger,  W.C. 
Levy,  D.M. 
Preston,  G.  H. 

Ray,  M.B. 
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Basil,  G.C.,  and  E.F.  Lewis.  Test  tubes  and  dragon  scales.  6v  Gr-de  lj  Philadelphi; 
Binger,  Carl        Thedoctor's  job.  3v  1945  APH;  also  Talking  Book  l6r  AFB 
(U.S.  Government) 


Blakeslee,  A.L. 
Cabot,  Richard  C. 

workers  llv 
Clendening,  Logan. 
Dunbar,  Helen  F. 

Talking  Book  20r 
Fabricant,  Noah  D. 
Fishbein.  Morris. 
Fishbein,  Morris. 
Forster,  A.L. 
Garland,  Joseph. 
Gumpert,  Martin. 

Government ) 
Hart,  Alan  L. 


Polio  can  be  conquered,  lv  1949  LC,  Philadelphia 
Layman's  handbook  of  medicine,  with  special  reference  to  social 
Brade  lj   NYPL,  Perkins 
Behind  the  doctor.  4v  1934  AB  (J.S.  Government) 
Mind  and  body;  psychosomatic  medicine.  3v  APH;  also 

1947  AFB  (U.S.  Government) 
The  common  cold  and  how  to  fight  it.  2v  Gr-de  lj  Chicago 
Comuon  ailments  of  man.  2v  NYPL,  Chicago 
Syphilis;  the  next  gfceat  plague  to  go.  lv  Grade  lj  Chicago^ 


Principles  and  practice  of  chiropractic. 

The  story  of  medicine.  4v  1949  LC 

You  are  younger  than  you  think.  3v  1944 


12v     NYPL     Gr-de  1{ 


BIA     (U.S. 


These  mysterious  rays.  3v  Grade  lg  Chicago 
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Heiser,  V.G. 
Hoblyn,  R.D. 
Jacoby,  George  W. 

medicine  llv 
Johnson,  Harry  J. 
Linduska,  Noreen. 
Little,  Clarence  C, 
Maisel,  Albert  Q. 


You're  the  doctor.  3v  1939  BIA  (U.S.  Government) 
Dictionary  of  medical  terms.  3v  Philadelphia 
Physician,  paster  and  patient;  problems  in  pastoral 

Grade  ±i     NYPL 

Invitation  to  health.  15r  1944  AFB  (U.S.  Government) 
My  polio  past.  2v  1947  BIA  (U„S.  Government) 

editor.  Cancer,  a  study  for  laymen.  5v  NYPL 
Miracles  of  military  medicine.  4v  NYPL 


Oakes,  Lois,  compiler.  A  pocket  medical  dictionary.  6v  NYPL 


Podolsky,  E. 
Raper,  Howard  R. 
Ratcliff,  J.D. 

Talking  Bcrok 
Robinson,  Victor. 
Silverman,  Milton. 
Tilney,  Frederick. 

Grade  l|  NYPL 
•Warmbrand,  Max. 
"Wilson,  CM. 

4v  1942  CPH 
Wilson,  Netta  W. 


Medicine  marches  on.  4v  1934  APH  (U.S.  Government) 
Man  against  pain,  18r  1946  APH  (U.S.  Government) 
Yellow  magic,  story  of  penicillin,  lv  1945  HP;  also 
6r  194$  APH  (U.S.  Government) 

The  story  of  medicine.   9v  Chicago 

Magic  in  a  bottle.  3v  1942  HP  (U.S.  Government) 

The  master  of  destiny;  a  biography  of  the  brain.  5v 

New  hope  for  sufferers  from  arthritis.  2v  NYPL 
Men  in  white;  the  story  of  American  tropical  medicine. 
(U.S.  Government) 
Modern  medicine.  3v  Grade  lj  Chicago 


DAVID  LILIENTHAL 
Taken  in  part  from  "Current  Biography" 


"I  believe  men  may  learn  to  work  in  harmony  with  the  forces  of  nature.?  neither 
despoiling  what  God  has  given  nor  helpless  to  put  them  to  use,"  whites  David  E. 
Lilienthal,  chairman  of  the  Tennessee  Valley  Authority.  "I  believe  that  through 
the  practice  of  world  democracy  the  world  of  technology  holds  out  the  greatest 
opportunity  in  all  history  for  the  development  of  the  individual,  according  to  his 
Am  talents,  aspirations,  and  willingness  to  carry  the  responsibilities  of  a  free 
Han.  We  have  a  choice;  to  use  science  either  for  evil  or  for  good.  I  believe  men 
can  make  themselves  free.  These  convictions  have  been  fortified  as  I  have  seen 
them  take  on  substance  and  become  part  of  the  life  of  this  valley  and  of  its  people." 

Born  in  Morton,  Illinois,  July  8,  1899,  the  son  of  Leo  and  Minna  Lilienthal, 
David  Eli  Lilienthal  learned  to  become  a  fighter  early  in  life— when  a  professional 
known  as  the  Tacoma  Tiger  took  him  in  hand,  "He  damn  near  killed  me  in  the  process, 
but  he  taught  me  something  about  coming  up  off  the  floor  and  taking  more— which  has 
come  in  handy c"  At  DePauw  University  in  Greencastle,  Indiana,  where  he  took  his 
B.A.  in  1920,  he  came  away  with  a  Phi  Beta  Kappa  key— and  a  reputation  as  a  light 
heavyweight  boxer.  It  was  at  DePauw,  too,  that  he  met  his  future  wife,  Helen  Marian 
Lamb;  and  when  he  went  on  to  Harvard  Law  School  she  took  post-graduate  work  at 
nearby  Radcliffe  College.  On  September  4,  1923,  after  Lilienthal  had  taken  his 
LL„B.  from  Harvard,  the  young  couple  were  married.  That  same  year  Lilienthal  was 
admitted  to  the  Illinois  bar. 
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Lilienthal 's  knowledge  of  the  utilities  led  Governor  Phil  La  Follette  to 
invite  him  to  become  a  member  of  the  Wisconsin  Public  Service  Commission  in  1931. 
In  this  capacity  Lilienthal  reorganized  the  Commission  and  revised  the  public  ■ 
utilities  statutes  of  Wisconsin  in  such  a  way  that  they  became  the  model  for  half  a 
dozen  other  states.  His  work  came  to  the  attention  of  President  Roosevelt,  and  in 
1933,  after  the  Tennessee  Valley  Authority  project  sponsored  by  Senator  Norris  had 
been  authorized  by  Congress,  Lilienthal  was  chosen  one  of  the  TVA's  three  co- 
directors. 

When  TVA  first  c-me  to  Tennessee  Valley  there  were  14,000,000  acres  sending  their 
topsuil  into  the  waters  of  the  Tennessee,  causing  floods,  and  filling  up  the  re- 
servoirs of  power  dams.  The  three  main  objectives  of  the  new  project,  which  in- 
volved the  harnessing  of  the  giant  river  by  a  system  of  twenty-one  dams,  were  the 
development  of  hydroelectric  power ,  flood  control,  and  the  development  of  navigation 
on  the  river.  This  meant  the  clearing  of  175,000  acres  of  land  and  the  building 
or  relocation  of  1,200  miles  of  highway  and  140  miles  of  railroad.  And  all  these 
operations  directly  affected  some  1,350,000  people  living  on  225,000  farms — orig- 
inally under  the  most  depressed  rural  conditions. 

A  great  de^l  of  the  success  of  TVA's  administrators  in  gaining  the  support  and 
cooperation  of  farmer,  townsman,  labor  leader  and  businessman  alike  is  due  to  their 
a "grassroots  administr  tion."  Lilienthal  believes  in  the  wisdom  of  people  when  they 
v  are  given  half  a  chance  to  be  wise,  and  he  adds  "no  confidence  in  progress  that  comes 
from  plans  concocted  by  supermen  and  imposed  upon  the  rest  of  the  community  for  its 
own  good."  "e  believes  that  technicians  of  various  kinds  must  live  together  and 
work  together  among  the  people  whom  they  serve,  thus  learning  to  understand  what 
the  people  want  rather  than  what  the  experts  want,  and  also  learning  to  induce  the 
action  of  laymen  by  explaining  "why"  as  well  as  "what."  The  administration  of 
government,  in  other  words,  must  be  decentralized.  This  does  not  mean,  however, 
that  he  is  "attracted  by  that  appealing  combination  of  big  business  and  little 
government."  He  believes  that  a  "federal  government  must  have  large  grants  of 
power  progressively  to  de- 1  with  problems  that  are  national  in  their  consequences 
and  remedy,  problems  too  broad  to  be  handled  by  loc=l  political  units.  Future 
responsibility  will  have  to  be  assumed  by  the  central  government  to  deal  with 
national  issues  which  centralized  business  inevitably  creates."  In  a  few  words, 
along  with  decentralized  administration  must  go  centralized  authority. 

1Viuch  of  TVA's  success,  too,  lies  in  its  nonpolitical  administr? tion.  TVA  has 
4|ull  control  over  its  personnel,  hiring  on  a  merit  system  of  its  own,  and  since  it 
^ives  no  civil  service  protection  to  employees,  each  man  must  continue  to  make 
good  in  order  to  hold  his  job.  "TVA  if  politically  managed  could  become  a  curse  to 
this  Valley,"  says  Lilienthal. 

Senator  McKellar  of  Tennessee  apparently  differs  on  this  last  point.  In  the 
winter  ofl941-42,  with  TVA's  power  program  rapidly  expanding  to  meet  defense  meeds, 
Lilienthal  decided  to  build  Douglas  Dam  to  get  another  100,000  kilowatts  of  power 
for  aluminum  expansion  in  a  hurry.  The  land  that  was  to  be  flooded  was  12,000  acres 
owned  mostly  by  influential  canning  interests,  McKellar 's  friends,  and  the  Senator 
blocked  the  dam  for  two  months  before  giving  in.  His  surrender  was  only  temporary. 
In  May,  1942,  he  tried  to  attach  "a  dog  collar  for  TVA"  to  an  appropriation  bill 
that  would  abolish  TVA's  revolving  fund  and  make  it  run  to  Congress  for  every  penny, 
although  Lilienthal  announced  that  the  effect  would  be  to  take  TVA  out  of  the  war. 
In  March  1944  the  Senator  tacked  onto  the  TVA  portion  of  the  Independent  Offices 
Appropriation  Bill  sixteen  "ripper"  amendments  that  would  bring  the  Government's 
corporation  "under  his  own  thumb." 
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While  this  controversary  was  going  on,  Lilienthal' s  book,  "TVA — Democr-cy  on 
the  March"  appeared.  Selected  as  the  April  book  of  the  Scientific  Book  Club,  it  made 
reading  which  New  Dealers  like  Henry  A.  Wallace  and  anti-New  Dealers  like  Louis 
Bromfield  found  ei^ually  "exciting"  and  inspiring,  and  which  Arthur  H.  Compton 
described  as  "characterized  by  direct  ^nd  lucent  prose,  cle-r  and  logical  thinking, 
and  a  high  faith,  founded  on  proved  fact,  that  such  projects  as  TVA  are  workable 
and  advantageous  regionally,  mationally  and  internationally."  Such  unanimity  of 
opinion  about  the  TVA  and  its  administration  did  McKellar  very  little  good: 
although  the  Senate  passed  his  amendments  the  New  York  Times,  like  most  of  the 
press,  denounced  them  as  making  it  difficult  or  impossible  for  the  TVA  to  carry 
on  its  business.  As  for  the  provision  requiring  Senatorial  confirmation  of  all 
appointments  to  executive  agencies  carrying  salaries  of  ^4,500  or  more,  this  was 
"one  of  the  biggest  patronage  grabs  in  history," 

Jonathan  Daniels  described  the  TVA's  chairman  as  "a  big  man,  a  stout  man  in  the 
root  sense  of  the  word,  a  pleasant,  round-faced  man,  spectacled.  He  grins,  wide 
and  shrewd,  and  there  is  none  of  the  wide-eyed  staring  of  the  Utopian  in  his  eyes. 
He  can  laugh  as  well  as  talk.  A  Middle  Western  man  in  Tennessee,  he  can  be  serious 
without  violating  Tennessee's  traditional  Rule  No.  5:  'Don't  take  yourself  too  damn 
I  seriously."1  Lilienthal  is  a  good  speaker  who  understands  modern  publicity  and  its 
value;  a  thoroughgoing  realist,  he  is  not  very  sensitive  to  personal  criticism.  He 
likes  to  refer  to  himself  as  an  amateur  athlete  (he  still  boxes,  plays  badminton, 
and  rides  an  elderly  five-gaited  horse),  an  amateur  author  (he  is  puzzled  by  the 
popularity  of  his  book),  and  an  amateur  administrator.  Lilienthal  said  that  he  was 
not  keen  about  a  career  in  public  service.  "It  gives  some  people  a  desire  for 
security  that  weakens  their  ability  to  stand  up  to  things." 
His  resignation  took  effect  December  31,  1949. 

Lilienthal  lives  with  his  family  (there  are  two  children,  Nancy  Alice,  now  study- 
ing at  Radcliffe,  and  David  Eli,  Jr.)  in  a  pleasant  house  in  Norris,  Tennessee,  a  . 
town  of  300  houses,  twenty  miles  out  of  Knoxville  in  rugged  mountainous  country. 
His  reading  tastes  run  to  biography — he  has  read  practically  everything  ever  written 
about  Jefferson,  Hamilton,  Clay,  and  Lincoln,  ^e  is  also  a  movie-lover  who  "cries 
at  any  mention  of  home  or  mother"  and  who  is  addicted  to  the  sort  of  indecorous 
laughter  that  makes  the  neighbors  say  'You  were  at  the  movies  last  night — I  heard 
|you."'  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Bar  Association,  Delta  Upsilon,  Delta 
"Sigma  Rho,  and  Sigma  Delta  Chi,  and  he  was  admitted  to  the  Tennessee  bar  in  1934. 
Editors  note:  Among  this  author's  books  the  following  are  available: 
TVA,  Tennessee  Valley  Authority   3v  Panda  110  NYPL 
This  I  do  Believe    9r  AFB 

JOHN  DICKSON  CARR 
From  "Twentieth  Century  Authors" 

Carr,  John  Dickson  ("Carter  Dickson,"  "Carr  Dickson,"  pseudonyms),  American-English 
writer  of  detective  fiction,  w-s  born  at  Uniontown,  Pa.  in  1905,  the  son  of  Wooda 
Nicholas  Carr,  later  U.S.  Congressman  (1913-15)  'nd  currently  U.S.  Postmaster  of 
Uniontown,  and  Julia  Carr.  According  to  the  Daily  News  Standard  of  that  community 
far  August  31,  1939,  John  Dickson  Carr  was  then  paying  a  visit  to  his  old  home 
town,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Carr,  originally  of  Bristol,  England;  their  young  daughter 
Julia  has  been  left  witfe  her  grandmother  in  Bristol.  Mr.  Carr  had  written  the 
majority  of  his  thirty-odd  books  in  the  decade  he  had  spent  in  ©igland,  where  he 
was  honored  by  initiation  into  the  Detection  Club  in  1936.  Dorothy  Sayers  and 
Anthony  Berkeley  were  his  sponsors;  and  G.  K.  Chesterton  was  in  the  chair  for  the 
occasion. 

Continuing  to  judge  from  the  available  data,  in  the  manner  of  Mr.  Carr's  sleuths — 
the  fat  and  brusque  "H.M."  Dr.  Fell,  and  Bencolin,  the  Parisian  police  inspector — 
one  feels  fairly  safe  in  stating  that  the  novelist  was  born  twenty-five  years 
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before  his  thriller,  It  vrclks  by  Night,  attracted  favorable  attention  in  1930.  At 
the  age  of  eight  he  was  hauled  off  to  Washington,  where  his  father  "thundered  in 
Congress"  while  his  young  son  stood  on  a  table  in  the  members'  anteroom  and  recited 
Hamlet's  soliloquy  to  Tom  Heflin,  Pat  Harrison,  and  Claude  Kitchin.  He  sat  on 
"Uncle  Joe"  Cannon's  knee,  and  learned  crap- shooting  from  the  newsboys  on  the  corner. 
Young  Carr's  earliest  heroes  were  Sherlock  Holmes,  d'Artagnan,  and  the  Wizard  of  Oz. 
At  fourteen  he  was  writing  about  sports  and  murder  trails  for  a  newspaper.  Prep- 
aratory school,  the  Hill  School  followed,  mentioned  with  pride  by  the  author 
because  it  was  the  only  institution  of  learning  from  which,  he  says,  he  was  not 
fired.  The  next  step  may  have  been  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  Intended  for 
the  study  of  law,  Carr  preferred  newspaper  work;  mathematics  was  another  stumbling- 
block  in  his  academic  career,  besides  such  escapades  as  staging  fake  murders  with  a 
dummy  to  bring  in  the  police.  He  later  went  abroad  to  study  and  write,  and  has 
made  his  home  in  England  for  many  years.  He  and  his  family  and  their  possessions 
were  completely  bombed-out  no  less  than  three  times  in  the  1940-41  blitz,  but 

stayed  indomitably  «i.  ,.  .  .._.   .. 

J.  B.  Priestley  has  said  that  Carr  has  "a  sense  of  the  macabre  that  lifts  him 
high  above  the  average  run  of  detective  story  writers";  another  reviewer  c  alls 
his  novels  full-bodied,  with  plenty  of  connective  tissue  and  that  three-dimensional 
quality  lacking  in  so  many  detective  yarns.  His  especially-written  broadcasts  for 
'the  British  Broadcasting  Corporation  have  proved  an  emphatic  success.  The  one 
unforgivable  sin  in  detective  story  writing,  he  believes,  is  "being  dull"—  a 
fault  which  no  reader  has  discovered  in  his  own  stories,  characterized  equally  by 
ingenuity  and  liveliness,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  connoisseurs,  among  the  best 
available  in  the  genre  today. 

Editor's  note:  Among  this  author's  books,  the  following  are  available: 

Black  Spectacles     3v   NYPL  (Braille  panda) 

The  Case  of  the  Constant  Suicides  2v  APH 

The  Crooked  Hinge  5v  LC 

Death  Turns  the  Tables  4v  Chicago 

The  Emperor's  Snuff  Box  4v  Chicago 

He  Wouldn't  Kill  Patience  4v  LC,  Chicago 

Life  of  Sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyle  2  pts  26r  NIB 

The  Mad  Hatter  Mystery  6v  Chicago 

The  Man  Who  Could  Not  Shudder  3v  NYPL  (Braille  panda) 
^  My  Late  Wives  4v  NYPL  (Braille  panda) 

P  Nine—and  Death  Makes  Ten   2v  CPH 

The  Reader  is  Warned  3v  CPH 

She  Died  a  Lady  3v  APH 

Skeleton  in  the  Clock  4v  (Panda)  NYPL 

Till  Death  Do  Us  Part   4v  LC 

MRS.  MARY  GLADYS  WEBB 
From  "Twentieth  Century  Authors  " 

Mrs.  Mary  Gladys  Webb,  English  novelist,  was  born  March  25,  1881,  at 
Leighton-under-the-Wrekin,  Shropshire,  the  eldest  daughter  of  George  Edward  Meredith, 
a  schoolmaster  of  Welsh  descent,  and  Sarah  Alice  Meredith,  daughter  of  an  Edinburgh 
doctor  who  was  a  member  of  Sir  Walter's  clan.  The  girl  inherited  her  passionate 
love  of  the  country  from  her  father,  from  whom,  as  Lady  Tweedsmuir  (wife  of  the 
novelist,  John  Buchan)  says,  she  derived  the  charming,  sympathetic  character 
.f  John  Arden"  in  her  novel,  THE  GOLDEN  ARROW.  Mary  was  educated  at  home,  where  she 
was  brought  up  with  swarms  of  bees,  and  spent  two  years  at  private  school  at 
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Southport.  As  a  child  she  wrote  stories  and  poetry.  In  1912  she  married  henry 
Bertram  Law  Webb,  a  schoolmaster.  The  couple,  who  had  no  children,  lived  at 
Vest on- super-Mare,  Lyth  Hill  near  Shrewsbury,  and,  from  1921  on,  at  Hampstead. 

Her  five  novels,  from  THE  GOLDEN  ARROW  in  1916  to  PRECIOUS  BANE  in  1924,  were 
laurhed  into  an  unresponsive  world.  Sales  were  small,  although  PRECIuUS  BANE  was 
awarded  the  Femina-Vie  Heureuse  prize  for  1924-25.  Stanley  Baldwin,  then  Prime 
Minister,  wrote  her  on  January  17,  1927,  as  a  lover  of  old  Shropshire  days;  the  let- 
ter appears  in  facsimile  in  Mary  Webb's  posthumous  and  unfinished  novel,  ARMOUR 
W-iEREIN  HE  TRUSTED.  She  died  at  St.  Leonards,  Su-^ex,  and  the  obituary  notices 
were  brief  and  few.  Baldwin  publicly  praised  her  work  at  a  Royal  Literary  Fund 
dinner,  April  25,  1928,  and  started  (too  late  for  Mary  Webb  to  enjoy  it)  the  ball 
of  her  fame  rolling.  Mary  Webb's  five  novels  were  promptly  reprinted,  with 
introductions  by  Baldwin,  John  Buchan,  Chesterton,  Robert  Lynd,  and  H.R.L.  Sheppard. 

A  volume  of  poems  and  essays  had  a  preface  by  Walter  de  la  Mare,  who  said  that 
"all  that  she  wrote  is  suffused  with  poetry."  Mary  Webb's  prose  cadences,  as 
Lady  Tweedsmuir  pointed  out,  derive  from  seventeenth-century  models,  especially 
Sir  Thomas  Browne.  Her  narrative  style  had  a  fiery  intensity,  although  it  inclined 
to  be  and  sometimes  was  over-colored.  Her  plots  were  sombre.   She  was  acutely 
conscious  r>f   the  cruelties  of  human  life,  although  not  so  much  so  of  those  of 
nature.  ARMOUR  WHEREIN  HE  TRUSTED,  her  unfinished  novel,  departed  from  modern 
Shropshire  to  medieval  times  (the  First  Crusade);  it  has  been  compared  variously 
to  a  tapestry  and  a  missal  illuminated  with  bright  colors.  There  is  minute  and 
unerring  observation  of  the  country  in  her  essays,  which  combine  "subtlety  of 
observation  and  beauty  of  thought  and  phrasing." 

Mary  Webb  was  not  a  great  novelist,  but  a  woman  whith  the  soul  of  a  poet  and 
the  observation  of  an  artist,  in  the  opinion  of  Grace  Chapman,  who  also  states 
that  she  has  no  originality  of  plot  and  very  little  sense  of  characterization  and 
character  development.  "The  good  remain  irritatingly  righteous,  the  bad  monotonous- 
ly wicked,  while  the  comic  are  at  all  costs  facetious,  and  the  f - ithful  persevere  in 
unswerving  devotion."  Mrs.  Webb  was  called  unearthly  in  appearance,  with  large  eyes 
and  a  rather  odd  manner  of  dressing.  Her  shyness  w-s  incongruously  linked  with  an 
insatiable  curiousity  and  a  liking  for  the  society  of  celebrities.  She  was  "an 
incomparable  housewife." 

Editor's  note:  Among  this  author's  books,  "Precious  Bane,"  is  the  only  one 
available,   published  by  the  BIA  in  three  volumes. 
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BRAILLE  BOOK  REVIEW,  April,  1951 

Book  Announcements 
Press-made  Books 

All  press-made  or  Talking  Books  here  noted  are  provided  by  the  Federal  Government. 

Copies  of  these  government-supplied  books  are  placed  in  the  twenty-six  regional 

libraries  which  serve  the  blind.  A  list  of  these  libraries  appears  regularly  in 

the  January  and  June  numbers  of  the  magazine. 

Readers  are  required  to  borrow  books  from  the  library  designated  by  The  Library  of 

Congress  to  serve  their  respective  territories. 

In  the  list  which  follows,  the  first  book  notation  in  every  instance  should  be 

credited  to  the  Book  Review  Digest  unless  another  source  is  given. 

Broster,  D.  K.  The  flight  of  the  heron.  3v  1926  HP 
An  old  problem  is  fulfilled  when  the  flight  of  a  heron  links  the  lives  of  two  men, 
^one  the  head  of  a  clan  protecting  Bonnie  Prfcfce  Charlie,  the  other  the  leader  of  the 
"pursuing  troops. 

Buck,  Pearl.  Kinfolk.  $v    19U3,  191*9  BIA  A  novel  of  modern  China e 

Chambers,  Oswald.  Grow  up  unto  Him;  talks  on  Christian  habits 0  lv  19U1  APH 
(Not  a  publication  of  the  U.  S.  Government)  Published  for  the  Braille  Circulating 
Library,  Eichmond,  Va. 

Cousins,  Norman,  editor.  Writing  for  love  or  money;  thirty-five  essays  re- 
printed from  the  Saturday  Review  of  Literature.  3v  19h9    APH 

Articles  by  a  notable  company  of  contributors,  including  Elmer  Davis,  Ellen  Glasgow, 
Thomas  Wolfe,  Saroyan  and  many  others,  who  discuss  many  aspects  of  writing  as  a 
profession  and  for  a  public* 

Faulkner,  William.  Knight's  gambit.  3v  1932, 19l9  APH 
Six  stories,  all  stories  of  violence.  In  each  of  them  Gavin  Stephens,  a  county 
attorney,  appears.  Contents:  Smoke;  Monk;  Hand  upon  the  waters;  Tomorrow;  An 
error  in  chemistry;  Knight's  gambit. 

Hall,  M.  P.,  editor  Curious  facts.  Pamphlet.  APH  (Not  a  publication  of  the 
JJ.S.  Government)  Published  for  the  Philosophical  Research  Society 

W        Hymnal,  Lutheran.  Words  only,  lv  (looseleaf)  Grade  l|  APH  (Not  a  publication 
of  theU»S.  Government)  Published  for  the  Missouri  Synod  of  the  Lutheran  Church 

James,  Henry.  The  portrait  of  a  lady.  7v  1909  APH 
A  character  study,  more  complete  and  elaborate  than  Daisy  Miller,  of  a  young  Amer- 
ican woman  in  contact  with  the  sophisticated  characters  and  conditions  of  European 
society, 

Landon,  Margaret.  Never  dies  the  dream.  Uv  19h9     CPH 
This  is  an  engrossing  and  moving  story  of  an  unorthodox  and  compassionate  head  of  a 
mission  school  at  Bangkok  told  against  the  colorful,  authentic  background  of  Siam 
in  1930  „ 

Lawrence,  Hilda.  Duet  of  death;  and,  Composition  for  four  hands.  2v  19U7  APH 
Two  novelettes  of  suspense,, 

Lenin,  Nikolai.  Lenin;  a  biography,  by  David  Shub0  6v  CPH  19U8 
This  book  is  not  only  an  account  of  the  life  of  Lenin,  but  an  account  of  the  revolu- 
tionary movement  in  Russia,  from  the  19th  century  to  the  climax  in  1917-18  and  to 
Lenin's  death  in  192U.  The  author  presents  clearly  the  strength  of  the  dictatorship 
of  the  proletariat — the  power  of  its  world  concept,  the  doctrine  that  the  end 
justifies  whatever  means  are  employed  and  the  fanatic  belief  in  the  absolute 
liquidation  of  the  opposition.  Library  Journal. 
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Maugham,  Somerset.  Writer's  notebook.  Uv  19h9    APH 
Since  he  was  18,  Mr,  Maugham  has  kept  notebooks  in  which  he  has  recorded  emotions, 
ideas,  and  observations  of  men  and  things  which  might  afterwards  be  useful  to  him 
as  a  writer.  The  result  is  fascinating  in  its  variety,  its  candour  and  sometimes 
its  self-repression. 

Nash,  Ogden.  Verses,  lv  1939-191*9  APH 
His  wit  is  charitable  and  no  one  really  gets  hurt.  There  are  poems  about  marriage, 
rainy  weekends,  taxes,  the  middle-aged  spread,  hotel  room  service,  and  allied 
subjects,  all  set  down  with  wry  humor* 

Nicolay,  Helen.  Lincoln's  secretary;  a  biography  of  John  G.  Micolay.  l*v  19k9 
CPH 

Written  by  the  daughter  of  John  G.  Nicolay,  this  biography  spans  his  life  (1832-1901) 
but  the  great  majority  of  chapters  are  concerned  with  the  years  from  1860-1865  during 
which  he  served  as  private  secretary  to  Lincoln.  An  affectionate  study  of  a  man 
who  was  very  near  Lincoln  during  the  Civil  Mar. 

Peattie,  Roderick,  editor.  The  inverted  mountains;  canyons  of  the  West. 

•,  Uv  19U8  BIA 
The  latest  in  the  American  Mountain  Series,  this  volume  is  written  by  three  experts 
in  their  fields:  Weldon  F.  Heald,  alpinist;  Edwin  D.  McKee,  associate  professor 
of  geology  at  the  University  of  Arizona;  and  Harold  S.  Col ton,  director  of  the 
Museum  of  Northern  Arizona » 

Shub,  David.  Lenin;  a  biography.  6v  19U8  CPH  For  book  note  see  under 

Lenin,  Nikolai.  . 

Simon,  S.J.  Why  you  lose  at  bridge.  2v  19U5  SIB  (Available  from  NIPL) 

Stiles,  Pauline.  Doctor  Will.  Uv  19U9  APH 
Novel  based  oh  the  life  of  a  California  frontier  town  from  the  late  l880!s  to  the 
turn  of  the  century. 

Talking  Books 
(These  books  are  provided  by  the  U.S0  Government  unless  otherwise  noted) 

^     Akeley,  Mary  L.  Jobe.  Rumble  of  a  distant  drum;  a  true  story  of  the  African 

Whinterland.  2  pts  21r  Read  by  Diane  de  Brett  AFB 

The  true  story  of  the  adventures  of  a  ten-year-old  Mihigo,  native  Watusi  of  • 
royal  blood,  who  traveled  with  the  author  across  half  the  African  continent  while 
she  was  completing  the  expedition  for  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History. 

Fore-word. 

Annixter,  Paul.  Swiftwater.  llr  19^0  Read  by  Milton  Metz  APH 
The  Calloways,  father  and  aon,  were  the  last  trappers  left  in  their  northern  Maine 
village.  They  both  loved  the  woods  and  all  wild  creatures,  especially  the  wild 
geese  and  it  was  the  ambition  of  the  boy's  life  to  establish  a  bird  sanctuary. 
The  novel  traces  their  course  through  trials  and  tribulations  until,  after  the 
father's  death,  success  came  to  youXgBucky  Calloway 0 

Barnes,  Margaret  Campbell 0  Brief  gaudy  hour.  2  pts  21r  19U9  Read  by 
Kay  Parker  AFB 
Historical  novel  based  on  the  life  of  Anne  Boleyn,  from  her  18 th  year  until  her 

death o 

Bible.  Old  Testament.  Numbers;  Deuteronomy.  12r  Read  by  Alexander  Scourby 

AFB 

Day,  Donald,  editor.  Autobiography  of  Will  Rogers.  2pts  26r  1932  Read  by 
Livingston  Gilbert  APH  For  book  note  see  under  Rogers,  Will. 
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Gelfan,  Lewis.  The  embroidered  city.  2  pts  2Ur     19^0  Read  by  Livingston 

Gilbert  APH  . 

The  story  of  a  Chinese  city  during  the  war  years  and  the  attempts  of  Americans  to 

brine  in  relief  to  the  famine-stricken  inhabitants. 

Goudge,  Elizabeth.  Gentian  hill.  2  pts  26r  19*0  Read  by  John  Brewster  AFB 
The  setting  is  the  Devonshire  coast  of  England  in  the  years  when  a  Napoleonic 
invasion  of  England  was  feared*  The  heroine  is  a  little  girl  rescued  from  a 
shipwreck*  After  the  battle  of  Trafalger  the  tangled  threads  of  the  plot  are 

straightened  out„  A__ 

Lea,  Tom.  The  brave  bulls.  I5r  I9h9    Read  by  Ben  Grauer  AFB 
This  novel  about  bull-fighters  takes  place  in  Mexico e  A  tale  of  originality,  fresh- 
ness and  strong  impact.  The  author  takes  you  inside  the  minds  of  the  people  inti- 
mately connected  with  bull-^hting  c 

Llewellyn,  Richard.  A  few  flowers  for  Shiner.  2  pts  26r  1950  Read  by 
Morris  Flournoy  APH 

The  hegira  of  Snowy,  a  Cockney  soldier  with  the  British  Eighth  Army,  in  his  beloved 
^  truck,  Rosie,  along  the  shell-riddled  roads  of  southern  Italy.  Snowy  was  on  the 
9   way  to  the  grave  of  his  mate,  Shiner,  to  put  a  few  flowers  on  the  grave,  and  take 
pictures  of  it  for  Shiner *s  missus „  At  first  he  has  only  his  new  mate  for  company 
but  later  the  trip  becomes  an  adventure. 

Lorand,  Alexander  S,,  editor.  Psychoanalysis  today.  2  pts  33r  19hh    Read 
by  William  Gladden  APH 

A  collection  of  essays  in  commemoration  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  publica- 
tion of  Freud's  first  studies  on  hysteria. 

Marshall,  Bruce.  To  everyman  a  penny,  2  pts  2hr  19U9  Read  by  Walter 
Gerard  APH 
Story  of  a  gentle  French  priest  from  before  World  War  I  to  19Uo. 

Myers,  John  M.  The  last  chance j  Tombstone's  early  years,  1$t    1950  Read 
by  Paul  Clark  APH 

The  discovery  of  silver  in  1877  and  the  flooding  of  the  mines  in  1886  marked  the 
birth  and  death  of  Tombstone,  Arizona.  In  this  brief  period,  the  population  grew 
from  a  handful  of  prospectors  to  a  wide-open  mining  city  of  10,000  inhabitants. 
^This  phenomenal  development,  the  flamboyant  lawlessness  which  resulted,  and  the 
^dramatic  but  short-lived  parts  played  by  the  city's  more  colorful  characters,  are 
chronicled  in  this  volume.  Library  Journal. 

Parmenter,  Ross.  Plant  in  my  window.  6r  19U9  Read  by  the  author  AFB 
A  series  of  personal  essays  relating  the  story  of  the  author's  experiences,  first 
indifference,  then  slowly  awakened  interest,  intense  study,  and  finally  philosophi- 
cal musings—with  a  potted  vine  he  found  in  the  furnished  one-room  apartment  when 
he  moved  in.  The  author  is  a  music  critic  on  the  New  York  Times. 

Peale,  Norman  Vincent.  A  guide  to  confident  living.  lUr  19h$    Read  by 
Walter  Gerard  APH 

The  pastor  of  Marble  Collegiate  Church  in  New  York  City  has  established  a  consulta- 
tion service  there  to  which  hundreds  of  people  with  personal  problems  come  each 
year.  In  these  chapters  he  describes  his  work  in  that  service,  stressing  such 
problems  as  fear,  worry,  tension,  and  the  inferiority  complex,  their  effects  and 
his  methods  of  overcoming  them0 

Roberts,  Elizabeth  Madox.  A  buried  treasure.  13r  1929,  1931  Read  by 
Kate  McComb  APH 

There  are  many  elements  of  the  comic  in  this  tender  and  amusing  tale  of  two  very 
simple  Kentucky  country  folks  who  find  a  pot  of  gold  in  their  pasture. 


5. 

Rogers,  Will.  Autobiography,  edited  by  Donald  Day.  2  pts  26r  1932  Read 

In"  addition0 to^gazine  articles  and  several  humorous  books,  Will  Rogers  wrote  a 
newspaper  column  from  1922  until  his  tragic  death  in  1935.  In  these  writings  he 
was  actually  recording  his  own  life  story.  Donald  Day  has  selected  the  best  of  it 
for  this  autobiography.  Because  Will  Rogers  followed  politics  and  world  affairs 
so  closely  his  story  is  also  an  informal  history  of  the  United  States  during  the 
boom,  the  bust  and  the  New  Dealo 

Van  Doren,  Mark.  Nathaniel  Hawthorne,  17r  19U9  Read  by  John  Brewster  APH 
A  critical  biography,  showing  the  man  through  the  medium  of  his  books,  but  also 
showing  the  whole  story  of  his  life* 

BRAILLE  PANDAS:  A  CHA3KE  IN  POLICY 

In  1939,  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  London,  inaugurated  a  series  of  cheap 
b  braille  books  entitled  "Pandas,,'1  From  then  until  the  present  day,  132  books  of 
P  light  fiction  or  of  topical  interest  have  been  issued  in  the  series  at  the  extremely 

modest  price  of  6d.  net  per  volume 6  

During  the  war  years,  when  conditions  prevented  to  a  very  considerable  degree, 
the  publication  of  new  braille  books  or  the  reprinting  of  out-of-stock  items,  the 
panda  series  proved  a  great  boon  to  braille  readers,  although  the  number  printed 
had  to  be  strictly  limited,  copies  were  obtainable  only  by  subscribers  to  the  series 
and  no  items  were  reprinted.  .,     , 

A  change  in  policy  has  recently  been  announced.  Hereafter,  books  in  the  panda 
series  will  be  included  in  the  permanent  collection  which  means  that  they  need  not 
be  ordered  in  advance  and  may  be  ordered  as  separate  books,  not  as  a  series .  As 
thev  will  continue  to  be  issued  in  the  special  panda  format,  the  price  per  volume 
will  be  twenty-five  per  cent  cheaper  than  the  normal  braille  volume,  not  exceeding 
the  price  of  ls.3d0  per  volume 3 

DOROTHY  CANFIELD  FISHER 
IP  from  "Publishers'  Weekly,"  February  2k,   l?5l 

Dorothy  Canfield  Fisher,  who  recently  retired  from  the  board  of  judges  of  the 
Book-of-the-Month-Club  after  25  years  of  service  was  given  the  1951  Constance 
Lindsay  Skinner  Award  of  the  Women's  National  Book  Association  on  February  16  at  a 
reception  held  in  the  Grand  Ballroom  of  the  Ritz-Carlton  Hotel  in  New  York,  The 
■ward,  established  in  19i;0,  in  honor  of  Constance  Lindsay  Skinner,  editor  and  writer, 
is  made  each  year  to  a  woman  in  recognition  of  an  "outstanding  contribution  to  the 
book  world."  Clifton  Fadiman  served  as  master  of  ceremonies,  and  eleven  former 
winners  of  the  Constance  Lindsay  Skinner  Award  were  guests  of  honor:  Anne  Carroll 
Moore,  Blair  Niles,  Mary  Graham  Bonner,  Irita  Van  Doren,  Mildred  C.  Smith,  Lillian 
Smith,  Miss  Loveman,  Emily  P*  Street,  May  Lambertson  Becker,  Lucile  Pannell  and 

May  Massee,  _.   . 

Few  women  have  participated  so  fully  in  the  book  wDrld  as  Mrs,  Fisher.  She  is 

a  novelist,  translator,  educator  and  critic, 

Mrs.  Fisher  was  born  in  Lawrence,  Kansas,  in  1879.  Her  father,  James  Hulme 
Canfield,  was  then  professor  of  sociology  at  the  University  of  Kansas.  She  was 
educated  in  this  country  and  in  France,  and  received  her  A.B.  degree  from  Ohio 
State  University  during  her  father's  administration  as  president  of  the  university. 
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She  did  graduate  work  at  the  Sorbonne,  planning  a  career  as  a  teacher  of  modern 
languages.  In  1907.  however,  she  gave  this  up  to  marry  John  R.  Fisher,  lne 
voung  couple  went  to  live  on  one  of  the  Canfield  family's  farms  in  Arlington, 
Vermont,  where  she  still  makes  her  home.  Two  of  her  husband's  classmates  at 
Columbia  later  became  the  publishers  of  most  of  Mrs.  Fisher's  books,  Alfred 
Harcourt  and  Donald  Brace.  They  were  with  '  Holt  when  her  first  successful  novel, 
"The  Squirrel  Cage,"  was  published  in  1912 •  ' 

In  Rome,  in  the  winter  of  1913,  Mrs.  Fisher  became  interested  in  Dr.  Montessori's 
work  in  child  training.  On  her  return  home,  she  wrote  a  book  about  her  methods, 
"A  Montessori  Mother."  This  brought  in  so  many  letters  from  parents  that  she  had 
to  write  another  book  as  a  sort  of  blanket  answer  to  them,  "Mothers  and  Children. 
"The  Bent  Twig,"  one  of  her  best-known  novels,  appeared  in  1915,  followed  by  the 
well-known  juvenile,  "Understood  Betsy,"  -Rv^h 

In  1915,  Mr.  Fisher  joined  an  ambulance  organization,  serving  with  the  *rencn 
Army  until  the  end  of  the  war.  Mrs.  Fisher  and  her  two  children  accompanied  him 
to  France,  where  Mrs.  Fisher  worked  in  behalf  of  soldiers,  blinded  in  combat,  who 
m  were  in  need  of  braille  books.  At  that  time  machines  for  making  these  books  were 
W  available  only  in  America.  A  few  were  imported  and,  under  Mrs.  Fisher's  direction, 
the  production  on  braille  books  in  quantity  was  begun.  Later,  in  1910,  at  the 
request  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  she  organized  a  convalescent  home  for  children. 
Returning  home  in  1919,  she  was  appointed  the  only  woman  member  of  the  State 
Board  of  Education  of  Vermont.  She  also  returned  to  her  writing.  "The  Brimming 
Cup"  was  published  in  1921.  The  next  two  years  were  devoted  to  the  work  oi  a 
translation  from  the  Italian  of  Papini's  "Life  of  Christ."  "The  Deepening  Stream- 
appeared  in  1920  and  "Seasoned  Timber"  in  1939.  Her  latest  adult  book  is  "Four 
Square"  published  in  19U9.  Now  she  is  working  on  a  book  about  Ethan  Allen. 

Editor's  note:  Among  this  author's  books,  the  following  are  available: 

Basque  people     2v  APH 

Basque  windfall   Included  in  Modern  American  short  stories, 

Talking  Book  AFB 

Bonfire         Uv  CPH 
A  Brimming  Cup     8v  Grade  1^  ARC 

™  Deepening  stream  kv    CPH 

Hlllsboro  people  CHicago,  NIPL 

Rough-hewn       $v    APH 

Seasoned  timber  $v    APH  Also  3?r  AFB 

Understood  Betsy  LC,  Philadelphia,  Sacramento 

WILL  ROGERS 
Taken  from  "The  Atlantic  Monthly" 

Will,  who  was  the  youngest  of  seven  children,  was  born  on  his  father ;s  ranch 
twelve  miles  north  of  Claremore,  Oklahoma.  His  parents  were  both  part  Cherokee, 
and  Will  was  proud  of  the  fact;  proud,  too,  that  his  father  was  a  senator  in  the  tnoe 
and  a  member  of  the  convention  that  drafted  the  constitution  on  the  state  of 
Oklahoma.  Will,  as  a  boy,  was  too  fond  of  the  range  to  stay  long  at  any  school. 
He  punched  cows  in  Texas,  Montana,  and  California;  he  mastered  the  lariat,  prac- 
ticing with  a  rope  in  a  shady  place  every  chance  he  got,  and  his  work  on  a  little 
cream-colored  pony  named  Comanche  won  him  a  prize  in  a  Rope  and  Riding  contest. 


«• 
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On  his  twenty-first  birthday  he  was  one  of  a  Cowboy  Band— he  held  but  did  not 
play  a  trombone— which  made  all  the  state  fairs  through  the  Middle  West.  From 
there  it  was  just  one  jump  to  the  Wild  West  shows  where  Will  and  his  ponv  were 
billed  as  the  "Cherokee  Kid." 

Will  had  his  first  bouts  with  seasickness  when  he  went  on  tour  to  Argentina, 
London,  and  Australia,-  he  made  his  first  appearance  in  Madison  Square  Garden  in  1905, 
and  from  there  he  broke  into  vaudeville.  His  little  cow  pony,  Teddy,  had  been 
trained  for  the  stage  with  felt-bottomed  boots  bucklsd  on  his  feet  like  galoshes. 
They  were  a  smash  hit  at  Hammerstein's  Roof  Garden  even  though  Teddy  hated  to  go 
up  in  the  elevator.  And  it  was  about  that  time  that  Will  began  to  talk  to  the 
audience.  One  evening  he  got  all  tangled  up  in  his  rope.  "A  rope  ain't  bad  to 
get  tangled  up  in,"  he  remarked,  "if  it  ain't  around  your  neck."  That  was  the 
first  gag  he  ever  pulled,  and  it  was  the  beginning  of  as  shrewd,  lovable,  and 
laughable  a  commentary  as  any  humorist  has  ever  produced  for  the  American  public. 
Before  Will  Rogers  it  was  Mr.  Dooley,  and  before  Mr.  Dooley,  it  was  Mark  Twain. 
Those  three  are  in  a  class  by  themselves. 
j|     His  column,  which  began  as  a  weekly  in  1923 3   became  a  daily  feature  in  1926, 
^  and  went  on,  clearer,  deeper,  and  sharper,  till  193£0  Mill  Rogers  as  he  talked  to 
his  friend  Cal,  told  stories  to  Henry  Ford,  or  lectured  to  the  Democratic  Party, 
was  not  only  funny,  he  was  penetrating.  I  haven't  any  idea  how  many  million 
Americans  followed  his  words  and  loved  him  for  them.  He  spoke  for  them:  he  said 
what  they  had  been  thinking.  "You  know,  Cal,"  he  wrote  in  1928,  "you've  been 
President  at  a  mighty  fortunate  time  in  our  lives.  The  Lord  has  sure  been  good 
to  us.  Now  what  are  we  doing  to  warrant  that  good  luck  any  more  than  any  other 
nation?  Now  just  how  long  is  that  going  to  last?  Now  the  way  we  are  acting,  the 
Lord  is  liable  to  turn  on  us  any  minute 5  and  even  if  he  don't,  our  good  fortune  can't 
possibly  last  any  longer  than  our  natural  resources." 

And  here  is  the  way  he  winds  up  his  exhortation  to  the  Democrats:  "No  voter 
in  the  World  ever  voted  for  nothing;  in  some  way  he  has  been  convinced  . 
that  he  is  to  get  something  for  that  vote.  His  vote  is  all  that  our  Constitution 
gives  him,  and  it  goes  to  the  highest  bidder.  He  jumps  the  way  his  bread  looks 
like  it's  buttered  the  thickest." 

Editor's  note:  Books  about  Will  Rogers  are  as  follows: 

O'Brien,  P.J.  Will  Rogers;  ambassador  of  goodwill  2v  CPH 
Rogers,  Betty.  Will  Rogers,  his  wife's  story  3v  CPH 
Rogers,  Will.  Autobiography,  edited  by  Donald  Day  26r  APH 

ALLAN  NEVINS:  NO  Ph.D. 
From  "Herald  Tribune  Book  Review,"  October  1950 

Any  summer  afternoon  around  k   o'clock  the  sound  of  ax  and  saw  may  be  heard 
from  a  large  forest  of  red  and  white  pine,  spruce,  and  birch  covering  a  patch  of 
Glebe  Mountain,  in  the  town  of  Windham,  Vermont.  After  a  day's  work  with  the 
typewriter  I  get  busy  among  the  old  growth  and  the  35,000  new  trees  I  have  set 
out  on  our  Green  Mountain  farm.  Later  on  I  am  apt  to  be  sauntering  along  a  trout 
brook,  with  sapling  pole,  a  ten-cent  hook,  and  some  worir.s.  The  Windham  trout  are 
good  for  breakfast. 

From  an  Illinois  farm,  through  the  University  of  Illinois,  I  reached  the 
office  of  the  "Nation."  For  l£  years  I  was  a  journalist.  And  might  have  remained 
so  to  this  day  had  not  newspapers  displayed  a  disconcerting  way  of  sinking  under 
1  my  feet. 
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First  the  "Nation"  passed  into  new  hands;  then  the  "Evening  Post"  was  sold  to  a 
fate  I  considered  worse  than  death  (Cyrus  H.  H,  Curtis);  thsithe  "Herald,"  where  I 
supplied  what  Frank  Munsey  called  "statesmanship"  in  the  editorials,  was  turned 
over  by  Munsey  to  the  "Tribune";  then  finally  the  "World,"  where  I  spent  some  of 
my  happiest  days  with  Walter  Lippmann, Charles  Merz,  and  others,  went  under. 
Deciding  that  I  was  a  menace,  somehow,  to  journalism,  I  went  to  the  apparently 
unshakable  Columbia  University* 

I  like  to  think  that  journalism  is  a  fairly  good  introduction  to  historical 
writing.  At  any  rate,  I  never  took  a  Ph.D.  and  never  indeed  had  studied  much 
American  history  when  I  began  to  teach  it.  But  already,  in  that  dark  year  1°31  of 
the  "World's"  demise,  I  had  written  a  number  of  historical  books.  My  first  volumes 
covered  a  pretty  wide  range  in  the  history  of  the  United  States.  Biographies  of 
Hamilton  Fish  and  Greyer  Cleveland  were  fortunate  enough  to  van  Pulitzer  prizes. 
During  the  second  World  War  I  went  to  England  for  the  British  Ministry  of  Education, 
which  wanted  more  American  history  in  British  schools,  and  to  Australia  and  Mew 
Zealand  for  the  O.W.I. ;  and  after  the  war  I  was  Chief  Public  Affairs  Officer  in  the 

jfe   American  Embassy  in  London  for  a  time, 

^      Wow,  in  a  large  house  in  Bronxville,  wherein  I  have  crammed  eight  or  ten 

thousand  books,  and  in  the  before-mentioned  Windham  cottage,  I  continue  trying  to 
write  history.  It  seems  to  me  more  complex,  important,  difficult ,  and  therefore 
more  interesting  than  biography.  For  a  number  of  years  my  studies  have  centered 
in  the  Civil  War  periodo  "Ordeal  of  the  Union"  in  two  volumes,  covering  the  years 
186l4-5>7>  won  the  Scribner  Centenary  Prize  and  Bancroft  Prize;  "Emergence  of  Lin- 
coln," appearing  this  fall  in  two  more  volumes,  carries  the  story  down  into  the 
war,  I  am  certain,  it  may  be  added,  that  my  children  read  my  books— for  I  hire 
them  to  verify  references,  read  proof,  and  do  the  indexes « 

My  plan  is  to  carry  the  story  of  the  sectional  struggle,  which  I  see  primarily 
as  a  story  (for  I  believe  in  narrative  history  just  as  Macaulay  and  Rhodes  and 
Trevelyan  believed  in  it)  down  to  the  middle  seventies.  This  will  take  several 
more  volumes.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  history  is  really  definitive,  but  I  do 
hope  that  my  record  of  the  Civil  War  period,  18U6-1877,  will  be  useful  for  at 
least  one  generation.  Meanwhile,  at  Columbia  I  ha^e  tried  an  interesting  experi- 
A  ment,  I  have  opened  an  Oral  History  Project,  which  has  already  been  taken  down  and 
^  filed  under  appropriate  safeguards  the  reminiscences,  some  limited,  some  complete, 
of  about  11^  New  Yorkers  of  distinction* 

Editor's  notes  Among  this  author's  books  the  following  are  in  braille: 
Fremont,  pathfinder  of  the  West   6v  APH 
The  gateway  to  history  Uv  1938  BIA 
Grover  Cleveland,  a  study  in  courage  8v  HP 
This  is  England  today  3v  LC 
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Hand-copied  Books 

This  is  a  list  of  hand-copied  books  recently  reported  by  the  libraries.  Unless 
otherwise  indicated,  these  books  are  in  Grade  2. 

Row  to  locate  hand-cop  ed  books  in  libraries:  Following  each  title  in  this  list 
you  will  find  either  a  group  of  initials  or  the  name  of  the  city.  These  are  the 
abbreviations  for  the  names  of  the  libraries  for  the  blind  and  indicate  the  library 
in  which  you  will  find  the  book*  A  key  to  these  abbreviations,  giving  the  names 
and  address  of  each  library  and  publishing  house,  is  included  in  every  January  and 
June  issue, 

Andrews,  Robert  Hardy.  Great  day  in  the  morning-  $v    1950  Grade  3  NYPL 
An  historical  novel  of  the  American  West  which  is  based  on  events  in  Colorado 
during  the  gold  rush  days  of  the  I850's  and  60*s.  The  hero  is  Owen  Pentecost, 
a  southerner  who  arrived  in  Denver  in  1858,  and  was  instrumental  in  starting  the 
"Georgia  conspiracy,"  a  plot  to  draw  Colorado  into  the  secessionist  movement, 

Bailey,  Henry  Christopher.  Save  a  rope.  3v  19U8  LC  Detective  story 

Baker,  J.T,  Literary  workshop  helps  for  the  writer  Uv  1907  Denver 

Brand,  Max.  Silver  tips  trap.  2v  1935,  19U3  Grade  3  NYPL 
Romance  of  the  west 

Brogan,  Denis  William.  American  themes.  6v  19U9  LC 
A  series  of  newspaper  and  magazine  articles  (chiefly  book  reviews)  selected  from 
the  author's  output  over  the  last  eighteen  years,  to  which  he  now  gives  book  form. 
The  best  article  in  the  book  is  undoubtedly  the  review  of  JUG.  Randall's  "Lincoln 
the  President." 

Brooke,  Esther  E.  You  and  your  personality.  3v  19U9  NYPL 
An  established  career  counselor  discusses  personality  building.  Partial  contents: 
What  is  personality!  The  you  you  want  to  be;  The  you  you  can  be;  The  you  you  know 
yourself  to  be;  Politeness;  Manners;  Appearance;  Grooming, 

Chase,  Ilka.  Free  admission.  6v  19U8  LC 
Continuation  of  the  autobiography  which  Miss  Chase  began  in  "Past  Imperfect."  This 
book  is  mainly  an  account  of  her  wartime  marriage  to  a  doctor  in  the  Navy,  In- 
cluded are  stories  of  her  life  in  Hollywood  and  anecdotes  of  well-known  people  she 
has  met.  The  period  covered  is  about  five  years. 

Conference  on  the  scientific  spirit  and  democratic  faith;  papers  of  the 
second  conference.  The  authoritarian  attempt  to  capture  education.  Uv  191+5  NYPL 

Cunningham,  Albert.  Death  haunts  the  dark  lane.  Uv  19U8  LC 
Detective  story, 

Davis,  Harold.  Beulah  land.  5v  19U9  LC 
Historical  novel  of  the  American  frontier.  The  story  of  a  young  couple  who  take 
a  hazardous  journey  starting  in  North  Carolina  and  ending  in  the  Indian  Territory. 
(Available  as  a  Talking  Book) 

De  Angeli,  Marguerite.  Bright  April,  lv  19U6  NYPL 
Story  of  a  bright  little  Negro  girl.  In  a  warm  and  friendly  family  story,  against 
a  Pennsylvania  setting,  the  story  is  told  lightly  and  with  integrity  of  the  Negro 
problem  as  it  affects  little  April,. 

Dodge,  David.  Plunder  of  the  sun.  Uv  19U9  NY  Guild  Detective  story 

Eberhardt,  Mignom.  House  of  storm.  5v  19U9  LC  Detective  Story 

Ellis,  Marguerite.  Charity  Strong.  8v  19U5  NIPL 

Faulkner,  William.  Sanctuary.  5v  1931  Grade  if  NX  Guild 
A  most  unpleasant/of  decadence.  Scene  is  the  Deep  South.  In  the  preface  the  author 
states  that  he  deliberately  made  the  book  sensational  for  the  sake  of  good  sales. 


• 
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Gaither,  Frances  Ormond.  Double  muscadine.  9v  19U9  LC 
An  extremely  interesting  and  worth-while  novel.  In  the  mid-18801 s  in  Mississippi, 
Syke  Berry,  son  of  a  poor  farmer,  was  conducting  his  first  law  case  in  defense  of 
a  young  kitchen  slave  accused  of  poisoning  the  McLean  family  at  Waver ly  Plantation. 

Guareschi,  Giovanni,  The  little  world  of  Don  Camillo.  Translated  from  the 
Italian    3v  NYPL 

A  collection  of  humorous  short  stories.  They  recount  the  dealings  of  the  village 
priest,  Don  Camillo,  and  his  arch-enemy,  the  village  mayor,  the  communist  Peppone. 
When  in  doubt  Don  Camillo  retreats  to  the  altar  and  talks  things  over  with  Christ, 
who  often  has  to  restrain  His  militant  priest. 

Hamilton,  Evelyn  F.  Adventures  in  self-help;  an  inspirational  book.  2v  1938 
LC 

Hendryx,  James  B.  On  the  rim  of  the  Arctic.  Uv  191*8  NYPL  Recently  added  to 
NY  Guild 

Hinsie,  L.E.  The  person  in  the  body;  an  introduction  to  psychosomatic  medicine, 
5v  19U5  NYPL  Recently  added  to  Philadelphia 

Johnson,  Walter.  Walter  Johnson,  by  R.  L.  Treat.  3v  LC  For  book  note  see 
under  Treat,  R.  L. 

Jordan,  Henry.  A  curse  on  the  house  of  Latshaw.  Iv  19l*8  Grade  lj 
Philadelphia  Detective  stories 

Joy,  Charles  Rhind,  The  Africa  of  Albert  Schweitzer.  3v  19U8  NY  Gui3d 
Recently  added  to  LC 

The  authors  tell  the  story  of  Dr0  Schweitzer1 s  life  and  labors  in  French  Equator- 
ial Africa. 

Kaye-Smith,  Sheila.  The  Lardners  and  the  Laurelwoods.  6v  19^7  LC 
An  entertaining  and  likable  novel  concerned  with  social  and  family  relationships, 
laid  in  the  loveliest  of  English  countrysides. 

Leonard,  Richaard  A.  The  stream  of  music,  llv  NY  Guild 
A  history  of  music  told  through  biographical  sketches  of  well-knowimusicians 
with  appraisals  of  their  work, 

Lindlah£  V.H.  You  are  what  you  eat.  $v    19h$     Denver 

Lockridge,  Ross  F.  Raintree  county.  20v  19U8     LC 
An  epic  novel  describing  a  day,  the  Fourth  of  July  of  1892,  in  the  life  of  Johnny 
Shawnessy  in  which  he  participates  in  the  holiday  ceremonies  of  his  small  Indiana 
town  and  meets  two  old  boyhood  friends.  These  events  set  off  a  series  of  flashbacks 
in  his  mind  and  he  relives  his  past  life. 

Morton,  H.V.  In  search  of  South  Africa.  7v  19U8  Grade  lj  NY  Guild  (In 
Grade  2  from  CPH) 

The  author  goes  from  Cape  Town  up  the  east  coast  to  Durban  and  into  Orange  Free 
Stato,  Trane-waland  Rhodesia.  He  describes  the  scenery  and  indicates  economic  and 
social  trends.  As  a  friendly  and  tactful  visitor,  Mr.  Morton  does  not  probe  too 
deeply  into  the  powder  keg  of  racial  problems, 

Nizer,  Louis.  Between  you  and  me.  £v  19^8  i\jypL 
A  collection  of  brief  essays  on  personalities  and  diverse  other  topics,  including 
such  things  as  splitting  atoms,  the  right  of  privacy,  gin  rummy,  and  trial  by 
jury.  Among  the  forty-five  brief  biographical  notes  are  those  on:  Irving  Berlin, 
William  O'Dwyerj  Walter  Winchell;  John  Golden;  Eleanor  Roosevelt;  Frank  Case; 
Fiorello  LaGuardia;  Maurice  Rose;  Sidney  Hillman;  Jack  Benny;  Belle  Baker; 
Sholem  Asch;  Maurice  Maeterlinck;  Helen  Hayes;  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt;  Albert 
Einstein. 
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_   Norris,  Charles  0o  .lint.  i9l*ii  LC  Recently  added  to  W   Guild 
itiis  novel  of  capital  versus  labor  is  laid  in  California.  Time  is  the  1930 «s 
Oppenheim,  E.  P.  Great  impersonation.  £v  1920  Denver 

Taking  B^kf^  "*  "***   ^  *  "^  S^r±s±^   endinS«  (Available  as  a 
Uv  19^  uP  JOhn  Bynt°n*  The  Unden  tree'  ^  An  inspector  calls,  two  plays. 
The  first  the  "Linden  Tree"  is  a  straight  realistic  play.  The  second  has  a 

aSbta  TSf"^  ?  "'  S*  are  g°0d  theatr"  a^  *£  socCiS  Stela.. 

Hobbins  Harold,  pseudonym.  The  dream  merchants,  9v  191-9  NY  Guild 
A  novel  based  on  the  rise  of  the  motion  picture  industry! 
7v  19^7  NOT*    an°tional  ^turity,  the  development  and  dynamics  of  personality. 

111  ^p+^T  °f  %^  b0°k  "*  °f  interest  chiefly  to  students  of  psychology 
<  Seton  Anya.  The  hearth  and  the  eagle.  9v  19^8  LC         psycnoiogy, 

herC30neienlT ^   ^  ^  °f  a  Marblehe^  ™man  *o  achieved  serenity  from 

Iteln  12on  ter  ^D  T??  ^  ^  «"*»**«•  (Available  as  a  Talking  Book) 

Steiner  ^uSolS   t5S     ff  *  P?ying  gU6St-  ^  19^7  LC  Detective  ftory 
no-inf  •    ^  ^dolph.  The  psychological  foundation  of  anthroposophy,  its  stand- 

Internationat  PMlo^  ^  ^  °f  knowled^  lecture  delivered  a?  tne  first 
Thn^  ?"  ^sophjcal  Congress,  Bologna,  1911.  lv  NYPL 
ihorp,  Raymond  W.  Bowie  knife.  2v  191$  LC 

IrkfnL«hMre?  SfV*  the  B°Wie  knife-  A  chaPter  is  dev°ted  to  James  Black  the 
5SST J^S^.^  ^  ^  ' irSt  ^  t0  * "  the  -quirements  of  ^ 

Tr^r^Rn™  ?*  n  ^f^  5  Parliawentary  procedure.  2v  19l>8  OTL 
4  w«    u   5  h     Walter  Johnson*  ki«g  of  the  pitchers-,  3v  191*8  LC 
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BRAILLE  BOOK  REVIEW,  May,  19^1 

Book  Announcements 
Press-made  Books 

All  press-made  or  Talking  Books  here  noted  are  provided  by  the  Federal  Government. 

Copies  of  these  government-supplied  books  are  placed  in  the  twenty-six  regional 

libraries  which  serve  the  blind,  A  list  of  these  libraries  appears  regularly  in 

the  January  and  June  numbers  of  the  magazine. 

Readers  are  required  to  borrow  books  from  the  library  designated  by  the  Library  of 

Congress  to  serve  their  respective  territories. 

In  the  list  which  follows,  the  first  book  notation  in  every  instance  should  be 

credited  to  the  Book  Review  Digest.. unless  another  source  is  given, 

American  Red  Cross  home  nursing  textbook,  3v  1950  APH 

Benedict,  Ruth,  Chrysanthemum  and  the  sword;  patterns  of  Japanese  culture. 
3v  19U6  BIA 
^  Study  of  Japanese  culture  and  behavior  by  an  American  anthropologist  who,  during 
m  World  War  II,  worked  for  the  °ffice  of  War  Information,  Her  book  should  help  to 
explain  some  of  the  attitudes  which  we  encountered  as  an  enemy  of  Japan, 

Bourne,  Peter,  pseudonym.  Flames  of  empire,  6v  19k9  A\PH 
Historical  novel  based  on  the  story  of  the  Emperor  Maximilian  of  Mexico, 

Chambers,  Oswalds  Our  brilliant  heritage;  talks  on  the  gospel  mystery  of 
sanctification, 

lv  19U1  APH  (Not  a  publication  of  the  U.S.  Government)  Published  for  the  Braille 
Circulating  Library,  Richmond,  Virginia 

Conrad,  Joseph.  Lord  Jim.  Uv  1899  APH 
A  merciless  analysis  of  a  man  who,  branded  as  a  coward  among  his  fellows,  found 
himself  ultimately  a  demi-god  among  the  Malay  savages.  Much  of  the  incident  of  the 
Orient  is  drawn  from  scenes  in  the  life  of  Rajah  Brooke  of  Sarawak.  Pratt  alcove 
(Available  as  a  talking  Book)  , 

Cozzens,  James  G.  Guard  of  honor.  8v  19U8  CPH 
A  story  of  three  days  in  19U3  in  a  huge  air  training  camp  in  Florida.  The  events 
-^of  those  days— a  near-race  riot,  the  deaths  of  a  group  of  paratroopers,  a  visitor 
4pTrom  Washington,  etc. — are  summed-up  when  the  Commanding  Officer  remarks  "Our 
publicity  hasn't  been  too  good  this  week." 

Gide,  Andre,  Travels  in  the  Congo;  translated  from  the  French,  kv    1929  CPH 
The  notebook  of  a  distinguished  Frenchman  of  letters  who  was  not  only  a  keen  and 
discriminating  observer  of  native  life  and  scenes,  but  also  a  friendly  one,  who 
commanded  the  affection  and  respect  of  the  blacks.  His  journal  is  simply  and 
beautifully  written. 

Gollomb,  Joseph.  Albert  Schweitzer;  genius  in  the  jungle.  2v  19l9  APH  For 
book  note  see  under  Schweitzer,  Albert, 

Hamilton,  Edith.  The  Greek  way,  3v  1930  APH 
Unusual  account  written  in  a  delightfully  animated  style,  of  the  Greek  way  of  life 
in  contrast  with  the  modern  worldo  The  author  touches  on  the  literature,  customs, 
philosophy  and  art  of  the  ancient  world, 

Jacob,  Gordon.  Orchestral  technique,  a  manual  for  students.  2v  NIB  (Not  a 
publication  of  the  U,S,  Government)  Available  in  NYPL 

Kimbrough,  Emily.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure.  IV  19li5,19U8  APH 
Humorous  account  of  the  author's  lecture  tours. 

Knitting:  Columbia  knitting  bookj  selections  from  instructions  for  knitting 
and  crocheting  a  variety  of  articles,  lv  NYAB  Price  &l,f?0  (Not  a  publication  of 
the  U.S.  Government)  Published  by  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind, 
111  East  59th  Street,  New  York  22,  N.Y, 
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Krutch,  Joseph  W.  Henry  David  Thoreau.  2v  19U8  HP  For  book  note  see  under 
Thoreau,  Henry. 

Levant,  Oscar •  Smattering  of  ignorance.  2v  19U0  HP       * 
Six  long  essays,  partly  autobiographical,  partly  on  music  and  musicians,  actors  and 
others  who  have  played  a  part  in  the  author^  life. 

McNeilly,  Mildred.  Each  bright  river,  a  novel  of  the  Oregon  country,  liv  1950 
APH 

The  novel  is  of  ODgon  in  the  l8U0's.  It  is  the  story  of  the  courageous  career  of  a 
beautiful  young  Southern  girl,  jilted  by  her  lover.  It  should  win  a  faithful  female 
audience • 

Marsh,  Ngaio,  Wreath  for  Riviera.  3v  19h9  APH  Detective  story 

Portuguese  text.  Bible:  Mark,  lvj  John,  lv;  Acts,  lvj  Psalms,  2v.  (Not  a 
publication  of  the  U.S.  Government)  Published  for  the  American  Bible  Society.  For 
price  see  next  entry. 

Portuguese  text:  Scripture  passages,  lv  Includes  Lord's  prayer,  the  23rd 
Psalm,  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  1st  Corinthians,  chapter  13,  and  other  familiar  passages. 
(Not  a  publication  of  the  U.S.  Government)  Published  for  the  American  Bible  Society, 
l&O   Park  Avenue,  New  York  22,  N.Y0 
m These  volumes  are  sold  to  blind  readers  by  the  Society  for  2%fi   each,  plus  5f£   a  volume 
for  postage.  Order  from  the  American  Bible  Society. 

Ronne,  Finn,  Antarctic  conquest;  the  story  of  the  Ronne  expedition.  3v  19h9 
APH 

An  account  of  Commander  Ronne *s  expedition  to  the  Antarctic  regions,  which  left 
Texas  in  January  19U7  and  returned  fifteen  months  later© 

Roosevelt,  Franklin  D.  F.D.R.,  my  boss,  by  Grace  Tully.  5v  19U9  APH 
Recollections  of  the  author's  life  in  Washington  D.C.  where  she  spent  17  years, 
first  as  assistant  to  F.D.R.'s  personal  secretary,  Miss  DeHand,  and  then  as 
successor  to  Miss  DeHand. 

Schweitzer,  Albert.  Albert  Schweitzer;  genius  in  the  jungle.  2v  191*9  APH 
For  high  school  students  and  for  a  wide  adult  audience,  this  is  a  splendid  intro- 
duction to  an  extraordinary  living  genius. 

Snow,  Edward  R.  Strange  tales  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Cape  Hatteras.  l|.v  19U9  APH 
Twenty-three  stories  of  shipwrecks,  rescues,  mutinies,  and  murders,  collected  by 
^he  author  while  on  a  hiking  tour  of  the  Atlantic  coast* 

^0    Spanish  text:  Bible,  New  Testament.  ?v  APH  (The  Gospels,  lv  each;  Acts  and 
Romans,  lv;  1st  Corinthians— 2nd  Timothy,  lv;  Titus — Revelations,  Iv^  (Not  a  publi- 
cation of  the  U.S.  Government) 
Published  for  the  American  Bible  Society.  For  price  see  next  entry. 

Spanish  text:  Bible.  Old  Testament.  Psalms.  2v;  Proverbs  and  Song  of  Solomon, 
lv  APH  (Not  a  publication  of  the  U.S.  government)  Published  for  the  American  Bible 
Society,  l&O   Park  Avenue,  New  York  22,  N.Y,  These  volumes  are  sold  to  blind  readers 
by  the  Society  for  2$fi   each,  plus  £/£  a  volume  for  postage.  Order  from  the  American 
Bible  Society, 

StoiBe,  Leland.  Target:  you.  Uv  19U9  BIA 
Mr,  Stowe  gives  us  about  ten  years  grace  before  war,  but  he  advocates  filling  it  m.th 
something  other  than  military  planning.  Ih  these  ten  years ,he  says,  we  have  a  chance 
to  start  construction  on  a  house  of  "World  Law." 

Thane,  Elswyth,  pseudonym.  Reluctant  farmer.  2v  19^0   APH 
At  first  the  author  and  her  husband  used  their  Vermont  farm  as  a  vacation  spot.  But 
they  wanted  improvements  and  gradually,  as  their  ideas  changed,  the  call  of  the  land 
entered  into  the  picture,  and  finally  the  author  becomes  a  real  farmer. 

Thomas,  Mary*  Great  blind  men  and  women.  2v  19ii9  NIB  Available  in  NYPL 
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Thoreau,  Henry,  Henry  David  Thoreau,  by  Joseph  Wood  Krutch.  2v  19U8  HP 
This  is  a  brilliant  biographical  and  critical  study  which  offers  a  more  fully 
rounded  picture  and  better  balanced  interpretation  of  Thoreau  and  his  work  than 
any  previous  book.  Commonwealth 

Tully,  Grace.  F.D.R.,  my  boss,  $v    191*9  APH  For  book  note  see  under 
Roosevelt,  F.D. 

Welamann,  Chiam.    Trail  and  error,  an  autobiography.  8v  19U9  CPH 
An  autobiography  that  is  also  the  story  of  the  world  Zionist  movement,  Emerging 
from  a  Russian  ghetto,  the  author  has  become  a  chemist  of  international  importance 
and  for  more  than  three  decades  a  one-man  political  power.  His  book,  recording  the 
fight  for  Zionism  that  led  to  his  being  chosen  the  first  President  of  Israel  will 
be  considered  among  the  most  inspiring  autobiographies  of  his  day.  New  Yorker 

Whipple,  Dorothy,  Because  of  the  Lockwoods.  Uv  19U9  APH 
The  intertwined  fortunes  of  three  English  families  form  the  background  of  this 
novel.  A  lively,  readable  tale  with  amusing  dialogue  and  plenty  of  love  interest. 
Should  appeal  to  women.  Library  Journal 

White,  Stewart  E.  Story  of  California:  Gold;  The  gray  dawn;  The  rose  dawn. 
12v  1913,  1915,  1920  BIA 

Three  stories  of  California,  The  first  tails  the  story  of  ths  gold  fever.  The 
second  deals  with  the  period  of  the  Vigilantes.  The  third  pictures  California's 
development  during  the  period  of  the  land  boom. 

Wilson,  William  E.  Abe  Lincoln  of  Pigeon  Creek.  3v  19U9  APH 
Novel  based  on  the  life  of  Abe  Lincoln  from  the  arrival  of  his  stepmother  from 
Kentucky  to  his  return  from  his  trip  down  the  river  where  he  first  saw  the  slave 
market. 

Talking  Books 
(These  books  are  provided  by  the  U.S.  Government  unless  otherwise 

noted) 

Belin,  Jean.  Secrets  of  the  Surete.  l?r  1950  Read  by  Walter  Gerard   APH 
Reminiscences  of  Commissioner  Jean  Belin,  formerly  of  the  Surete,  in  which  he 
records  the  highspots  of  his  thirty-year  career  with  that  department.  Among  other 
I true  stories  he  tells  of  the  assassination  of  King  Alexander  of  Yugoslavia. 

Burman,  Ben  Lucien.  Everywhere  I  roam,  l5r  19U9  Read  by  Burt  Blackwell  APH 
An  allegorical  tale  of  Captain  Asa,  who  sets  out  from  the  Cumberlands  in  Kentucky 
in  his  horse-drawn  trailer  with  his  three  children  and  his  few  belongings  to  find 
a  place" where  people  are  still  nice  and  live  the  way  they  used  to  do." 

Clark,  Walter  Van  T.  The  track  of  the  cat.  29r  2  pts  19U9  Read  by  Robert 
Donley  AFB 

Symbolic  novel  depicting  the  struggle  between  good  and  evil.  The  action  takes  place 
in  three  days  on  a  remote  Nevada  ranch  and  the  hunt  for  a  black  panther  parallels 
the  fight  between  the  two  forces. 

Dewey,  John.  Reconstruction  in  philosophy.  12r  1920  Rsad  by  Paul  Clark  APH 
The  author  shows  that  the  task  of  future  philoaphy  is  to  clarify  men*s  ideas  as  to 
the  social  and  moral  strifes  of  their  own  day  instead  of  dealing  with  "ultimate  and 
absolute  reality." 

DuMaurier,  Daphne.  The  parasites.  23r  2pts  1950  Ready  by  Kay  Parker  APH 
The  three  Delaneys,  legitimate  and  illegitimate  children  of  a  famous  theatrical 
couple,  amused  the  public  wit|i  their  individual  antics.  Faced  with  the  accusation 
of  being  parasites,  they  looked  back  into  their  past  lives  and  decided  to  reform. 
However,  it  was  too  late  to  change  as  they  all  discovered. 
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Esnev,  John  J.  The  other  city.  12r  19^9  Read  by  Howard  Wierum  AFB 
In  these  entertaining  sketches,  the  author  tells  of  his  boyhood  spent  in  Shanghai 
as  the  youngest  member  of  a  Presbyterian  mission  family. 

Flanagan,  Edward  J.  Father  Flanagan  of  Boys  Town,  by  Fulton  and  Will  Ourslor 
lfir  19U9  Read  by  Bucky  Kozlow  AFB 

A  biography  of  Father  Edward  Joseph  Flanagan,  the  Irish-American  priest,  founder  of 
the  famous  Boys  Town  for  young  delinquents  and  other  unfortunate  children. 

Hunt,  Dorothy  Alice  Bonavia.  Pemberley  shades.  19r  19U9  Read  by  James 

Baskerville  APH  .  ..         .#**« 

A  seouel  to  "Pride  and  Prejudice"  which  picks  up  the  story  about  three  years  after 
Elizabeth  Bennett's  marriage  to  the  Master  of  Pemberley.  The  action  centers  around 
the  choice  of  a  new  vicar  for  Pemberley. 

Kohn,  Hans.  The  twentieth  century;  a  mid-way  account  of  the  western  world. 
lSr  19U9  Read  by  Kermit  Murdock  AFB 
A  guide  to  understanding  our  times  and  civilization;  an  attempt  to  draw  a  balance 

Shee\flsonI  Su^h  Sw^L^rDead  giveaway.  lOr  19*0  Read  by  William  Gladden  APH 

Det€CSsler°rFulton,  and  Will  Oursler.  Father  Flanagan  of  Boys  Town.  I8r  19U9 
Read  by  Bucky  Kozlow  AFB  For  book  note  see  under  Flanagan,  Edward  J. 

Payne,  P»S.R.  Torrents  of  spring.  l$r  19U6  Read  by  Terry  Hayes  APH 
A  story  about  China  toward  the  close  of  the  first  decade  of  this  century.  It  is  the 
first  of  a  series  which  is  to  relate  the  adventures  of  a  Chinese  family  from  1908 
to  the  present.  It  is  a  restrained,  beautifully  written,  unromantic  novel. 

Peabody,  Elizabeth,  Mary  and  Sophia.  For  biography  of  the  Peabody  sisters  see 

under  Tharp,  Louise  H. 

Perelman,  S.J.  Listen  to  the  mocking  bird.  9r  19U9  Read  by  Alexander 

^collection  of  the  author's  humorous  sketches  from  the  New  Yorker.  A  large  section 
of  the  book  entitled  "Cloudland  Revisited"  reevaluates  some  of  the  best-sellers  of 

the  ^erkiS*  J.R.  The  emperor's  physician.  19r  I9bk    Read  by  John  Brewster  APH 
Novel  of  life  in  Palestine  in  the  days  of  the  Emperor  Tiberius.  Two  physicians  are 
sent  on  a  medical  mission  through  Palestine  and  come  in  contact  with  Jesus  oi 
Nazateth  and  become  aware  of  his  healing  power*  . 

Smith,  Howard  K.  The  state  of  Europe.  28r  2  pts  19ll9  Read  by  Sidney  Walton 

f combination  of  history  and  political  survey  of  Europe  and  the  United  States  during 
the  four  post-war  years.  The  author  is  chief  of  the  European  News  Bureau,  Columbia 
Broadcasting  System.  It  is  absorbing,  interesting,  provocative  and  must  be  read. 
Stout,  Rex.  Trouble  in  triplicate.  12r  19U5,  19U9  Read  by  James  Walton 

APH  Detective  story  B  »j  k,,  ira+0 

Tharp,  Louise  Hall.  The  Peabody  sisters  of  Salem.  2$r  2  pts  Read  by  Kate 

The°combined  biographies  of  the  three  Peabody  sisters  of  19th  century  Salem.  They 
were:  Elizabeth,  who  never  married,  but  was  called  the  "grandmother"  of  Boston, 
and  was  the  founder  of  the  American  kindergarten;  Mary,  a  teacher,  who  became  the 
second  wife  of  Horace  Mann,  the  educator;  and  Sophia,  artist  and  reputed  invalid, 
who  married  Nathaniel  Hawthorne.  4.4.1^* 

Thirkell,  Angela.  Old  Bank  house.  2ljr  2pts  19^9  Read  by  Carmen  Matthews 

AFB  ...,        .  v- 

Continues  the  author's  chronicles  of  her  imaginary  English  county  called  Barsetshire. 

Walker,  David,  Geordie.  7r  1950  Read  by  Burt  Blackwell  APH 
A  simple  Scotch  love  story  with  considerable  charm  and  a  minimum  of  dialect. 


i 


-6- 

White,  Nella  G.  The  pink  house.  17r  1950  Read  by  Terry  Hayes  APH 
Norah  Holme,  a  crippled  girl,  writes  her  life  in  her  aunt's  large  pink  house.  The 
aunt  was  hateful,  but  there  is  a  hero,  dark  and  handsome,  and  after  many  difficulties, 

love  finds  a  way.  ,  ,   „   ,  ,   _    „  _„  , 

Wilson,  Mitchell.  Live  with  lightning.  UOr  2pts  19U9  Read  by  Kenneth  Meeker 

APH  J      ,   .. 

A  story  of  a  physicists  struggle  for  free  research  as  laboratory  assistant  in  the 
depression  years,  assistant  professor  and  industrial  scientist  in  the  late  thirties, 
and  government  atomic  energy  worker  during  the  war  and  post-war  years. 

SOME  BOOKS  ON  FISHING,  SWIMMING  AND  OTHER  OUTDOOR  SPORTS 

American  Red  Cross.  Swimming  and  diving.  3v  Grade  lj  Chicago,  Philadelphia 
Babcock,  Havilah,  My  health  is  better  in  November.  3v  APH  Thirty-five 
stories  of  hunting  and  fishing  in  the  South. 

Buck,  Frank.  Bring  fem  back  alive.  $v    Grade  lg  Chicago  i 

Campbell,  Gordon,  editor.  Famous  American  athletes  of  today 0  Uv  Grade  l^ 

hicago  * 

Carmichael,  J»P.  My  greatest  day  in  baseballo  Uv  19U6  BIA  (U.S.  Government; 
Corbett,  James  E.  Maneaters  of  Kumaon.  3v  BIA  Hunting  tigers  and  leopards 

in  India  (U.S.  Government) 

Farson,  Negleyp  Going  fishing.  3v  NYPL 

Gasque,  Jim.  Bass  fishing;  techniques,  tactics  and  tales.  Uv  Grade  1^  Chicago 
Grey,  Zane.  Tales  of  fishes.  Uv  BIA  Talking  Book  l£r  APH  (U.S.  Government) 
Holbrook,  Steiuart  H0  Holy  old  mackinaw.  Uv  Grade  lj  Chicago*  A  history 

of  the  American  lumber  jacko  x 

Johnson,  Martin  E«  Safari:  a  saga  of  the  African  blue.  5v  Grade  1^  Chicago 

Adventures  while  taking  motion  pictures  of  wild  animal  .life  in  Africa 

Kieran,  John.  The  American  sporting  scene.  2v  19UU  APH  Talking  Book  9r 

APH  (U.S.  Government) 

McFarland,  Raymond.  The  masts  of  Gloucester;  ■  recollections  of  a  fisherman. 

2v  NYPL 

Marsh,  I.T.  and  Edward  Ehre,  editors.  Best  sports stories  of  19U7.  20r  APH 
Marsh,  I.T.  and  Edward  Ehre,  editors.  Best  sports  stories  of  19UU-.  17r  APH 
Marshall,  Edison.  Shikar  and  safari.  3v  19U7  CPH  Big  game  hunting  in 

Africa,  India,  Asia  and  Alaska  (U.Se  Government) 

Menke,  Frank  G.  Excerpts  from  encyclopaedia  of  sports,  lv  NYPL 

Mitchell,  E.  V.  Great  fishing  stories.  lUr  AFB  (U.S.  Government) 

Robins,  J.D.  The  incomplete  anglers.  2v  APH  Account  of  a  two-weeks  fishing 

trip  in  the  wilds  of  Ontario c  (U.S.  Government) 

Tunis,  J.R.  Champion's  choice;  tennis.  2v  Grade  I2  Chicago 

Ullman,  J.R.  High  conquest;  the  story  of  mountaineering.  3v  HP  (U.S. 

Government) 

Walton,  Izaak.  Compleat  angler,  2v  BIA  The  classic  exposition  of  the  art 

and  pleasure  of  angling  (U.S.  Government) 

Weismuller,  John.  Swimming  the  American  crawl.  2v  Grade  lg  NYPL 
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W.  SOMERSET  MAUGHAM 
From  "Twentieth  Century  Authors" 

I  was  born  a  long  time  ago,  in  187U,  and  on  the  death  of  my  parents  who  lived 
in  Paris  I  was  taken  to  England.  I  went  to  school  and  then,  after  spending  some 
time  at  Heidelberg  to  learn  German,  I  became  a  medical  student.  All  this  I  have 
told  in  "Of  Human  Bondage"  and  there  is  no  object  in  repeating  it,  I  began  writing 
when  I  was  eighteen  and  have  been  writing  ever  since 0  It  was  ten  years  before  I 
achieved  sufficient  success  to  earn  my  living.  Then  I  had  the  unusual  experience 
of  having  four  plays  running  in  London  at  the  same  time.  I  played  an  inconspicuous 
part  in  the  first  world  war  and  in  the  course  of  it  contracted  tuberculosis  which 
made  an  invalid  of  me  for  two  years,  I  think  the  turning  point  in  my  life  came 
when  I  was  forty.  It  was  then  that  I  began  to  take  the  long  journeys  which  gave  me 
the  material  for  many  of  my  stories  and  for  several  of  my  novels.  During  these 
journeys  I  twice  nearly  died  of  malaria  and  once  was  very  nearly  drowned.  When  I 
grew  tired  of  traveling  I  bought  a  house  in  the  South  of  France,  and  I  have  lived 
in  it  ever  since,  but  never  for   very  long  at  a  time,  for  after  a  while  I  grow 
restless.  I  leave  my  home  and  return  to  it  with  delight. 

When  I  was  younger  I  used  to  play  most  games  and  indulge  in  most  sports,  but  I 
never  did  anything  very  well  and  it  is  a  comfort  to  me  in  my  old  age  that  I  need  no 
longer  do  something  that  I  could  only  do  indifferently.  I  am  content  to  swim  in 
summer  and  to  walk  in  winter.  I  play  bridge  whenever  I  get  the  chance.  I  have 
always  been  a  great  reader,  but  for  the  most  part  I  have  only  read  what  immediately 
concerned  me.  But  now  that  I  have  finished  my  life's  work  my  reading  is  desultory. 
I  enjoy  reading  books  about  people  and  books  about  books.  I  am  looking  forward  to 
reading  for  the  last  time  all  of  the  great  novels. of  the  war Id.  I  am  going  to 
read  Gibbon's  "Decline  and  Fall"  from  beginning  to  end,  Thucydides,  and  Plutarch's 
lives.  Does  that  sound  a  trifle  formidable?  My  favorite  writers  of  who-done-its 
can  be  relied  on  to  give  me  all  the  relaxation  I  want. 

Since  I  could  never  find  a  typewriter  that  knew  how  to  spell  I  was  forced  to 
use  a  fountain  pen.  I  have  had  a  long  series  of  them  and  I  can  testify  that  they 
seldom,  if  ever,  hesitated  over  the  spelling  of  a  word.  I  only  wrote  in  the  morning 
A>ecause  by  lunch  time  such  power  of  invention  as  I  had  deserted  me,  but  that  does 
not  mean  that  I  only  worked  in  the  morning.  A  writer  works  all  his  waking  hours, 
for  all  he  sees,  all  he  does,  all  that  happens  to  him,  every  thought  that  passes 
through  his  head,  is  the  material  out  of  which  he  develops  his  personality  and  so 
learns  to  give  within  the  limitations  of  his  nature  whatever  it  is  in  him  to  give. 

Altogether  a  quiet,  uneventful  life. 

Editor's  note:  Among  this  author's  books  the  following  are  available  in  braille 
or  as  Talking  Books: 

AhS  king  2v  Chicago 

Books  and  you  lv  CPH,  Talking  Book  Ur    APH 

Cakes  and  ale  l£r  AFB 

Christmas  holiday  3v  HP 

Creatures  of  circumstance  20r  APH 

East  and  west,  short  stories  5v  NX  Guild 

Favorite  short  stories  llv  LC 

Gentlemen  in  the  parlor  lv  Cincinnati 

Hour  before  dawn  2v  BIA 
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Man  with  a  conscience  lv  Albany 

Mixture  as  before  3v  APH 

Moon  and  sixpence  6v  NYPL,  Talking  Book  15>r  AFB 

Narrow  corner  kv    Chicago,  LC 

Of  human  bondage  7v  CPH,  Talking  Book  5lr  AFB 

Razor's  edge  ?v  Chicago,  Detroit,  MI  Guild,  KIPL,  LC 

Talking  Book  2hr    AFB 
Strictly  personal  2v  APH 

Summing  up  5v  Detroit,  LC,  Cincinnati,  NI  Guild 
Up  at  the  villa  2v  Cleveland,  LC,  Talking  Book  6r  APH 
Writer  fs  notebook  ijv  APH 

REX  STOUT 
From  "Twentieth  Century  Authors" 

With  the  cessation  of  hostilities  at  the  end  of  World  War  II,  militant  Quaker 
.Rex  Stout,  author,  lecturer,  and  radio  personality,  turned  his  attention  from  the 
■.niquities  of  the  Axis  to  mobilizing  public  opinion  against  atomic  warfare « 

He  was  born  in  Noblesville,  Indiana,  on  December  1,  1886,  the  sixth  of  the 
nine  children  of  John  Wallace  Stout  and  Lucetta  Elizabeth  Stout,  birthright  Quakers, 
When  Rex  was  still  a  small  child,  his  parents  moved  to  Wakarusa,  Kansas,  where  the 
boy  received  his  early  education.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  became  the  state 
spelling  champbn.  Later  he  was  graduated  from  nearby  Topeka  High  School  as  the 
class  poet.  A  very  short  stay  at  the  University  of  Kansas  proved  to  be  more  than 
enough;  and  a  period  of  "bumming"  followed,  which  led  eventually  to  the  Navy. 
Assigned  in  1906  as  pay  yeoman  on  President  Theodore  Roosevelt's  yacht,  the  "May- 
flower," he  was  shortly  promoted  to  warrant  officer,  in  order,  as  Stout  himself 
relates,  to  make  an  eighth  officer  in  the  wardroom,  thus  completing  two  tables  for 
bridge.  After  forty  thousand  miles  at  sea  and  two  years  of  bridge-playing,  Stout 
purchased  his  discharge  and  proceeded  to  do  his  traveling  on  land. 

After  six  years  of  alternately  writing  and  squandering  the  proceeds  of  writing 
4Pn  symphony  concerts,  opera,  the  theater,  and,  as  he  says,  "investigating  the  woman 
question"),  Stout  recognized  the  desirability  of  a  more  solid  financial  foundation. 
Accordingly,  for  the  next  ten  years,  he  devoted  his  time  to  business.  Utilizing 
the  mathematical  aptitude  that  had  become  evident  in  his  childhood,  he  invented 
a  school  banking  system,  the  Educational  Thrift  Service,  which  he  installed  in 
four  hundred  towns  and  cities  from  coast  to  coast.  When  the  United  States  entered 
World  War  I,  Stout  turned  his  accounting  system  over  to  the  government,  for  the 
sale  of  War  Savings  Stamps,  and  stayed  on  as  manager.  In  1927,  having  acquired  a 
modest  fortune,  he  withdrew  from  the  business  world  and  went  to  Paris  to  write. 

Critics  greeted  with  enthusiasm  Rex  Stout's  first  novel,  "How  Like  a  God"(l929). 
Faced  with  the  necessity  of  making  money  quickly,  he  abandoned  the  straight  novel 
and  entered  the  mystery  f ie3d .  In  his  first  detective  story,  "Fer-de-Lance"  (193U)* 
Stout  created  a  fabulous  character,  Nero  Wolfe,  who,  with  the  help  of  his  agile 
assistant  Archie  Goodwin,  solved  his  cases  without  leaving  his  desk.  The  success 
of  this  book  resulted  in  nine  other  stories  about  Wolfe  and  his  Archie 0 
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After  the  crisis  in  Munich  in  1938,  he  gave  up  most  of  his  fiction-writing  to 
conduct  his  own  campaign  against  the  Axis.  A  guest  appearance  on  the_  radio  .program, 
"Information  Please,"  discovered  Stout1 s  talent  for  broadcasting.  He  became  the 
master  of  ceremonies  on  the  "Speaking  for  Liberty"  program0  After  the  United 
States  entered  World  War  II,  Stout's  was  the  "voice"  that  exposed  Fascist  technique 
for  the  first  six  months  of  19U2.  Later  that  same  year.,  he  appeared  on  a  program 
for  the  Columbia  Broadcasting  System,  "Our  Secret  Weapon. "  More  than  five  thousand 
copies  of  Stout's  scripts  were  sent  out  each  week  to  schools  and  colleges,  army 
camps,  naval  stations,  and  Japanese  relocation  centers0  The  broadcasts  were  short- 
waved  to  England  and  to  the  east  and  west  coasts  of  South  America* 

The  "deep  and  implacable  resentment"  he  expressed  toward  the  Germans  for  "their 
savage  attack  upon  the  rights  and  dignity  of  man"  and  his  "contempt  of  their  arro- 
gant and  insolent  doctrine  of  the  German  master  race"  often  brought  him  into  con- 
flict with  public  figures.  When  he  urged  a  hard  peace  for  Germany,  in  19bh}   he 
encountered  bitter  opposition  from  columnist  Dorothy  Thompson,  who  charged  that 
Stout,  Lord  Vansittart,  and  other  advocates  of  a  harsh  policy  toward  the  Germans 
were  aiding  Goebbels'  propoganda.  When  the  author  resigned  from  Freedom  House  in 
protest,  Miss  Thompson,  the  president  of  the  organization,  followed  suit.  However, 
both  protagonists  were  finally  prevailed  upon  to  resume  their  posts. 

A  man  of  medium  height  and  weight,  Stout  has  brown  eyes  and  hair,  a  beard  that 
is  turning  gray.  He  is  a  great  traveler:  in  addition  to  trips  abroad,  including 
an  aerial  tour  of  the  European  theater  of  war  as  a  guest  of  the  Army  Air  Forces 
in  19U5,  he  has  made  four  automobile  journeys  all  over  the  United  States  and  says 
that  he  is  personally  acquainted  with  more  towns,  rivers,  valleys,  mountains  and 
back  reads  than  anybody  but  the  National  Geographic  Society. 

His  first  marriage, to  Fay  Kennedy  of  Topeka,  Kansas,  in  1916,  terminated  in 
divorce.  In  1932  he  was  married  to  Pola  Hoffman  of  Vienna,  now  a  well  known  dress 
designer  of  textiles,  fashions,  and  interior  decorations.  The  Stouts,  with  their 
two  daughters,  Barbara  and  Rebecca,  make  their  home  at  High  Meadow,  a  farm  near 
Breisster,  New  York,  where  they  live  in  a  fourteen-room  house  built  by  the  author 
|himself  with  the  assistance  of  his  farmer-neighbors.  Stout's  recreations  include 
"iabinetmaking,  "arguing,"  and  gardening;  in  prewar  days  he  grew  many  varieties  of 
roses  and  iris. 

Editor's  note:  Among  this  author's  books,  the  following  are  in  braille  or 
as  Talking  Books: 

Alphabet  Hicks 
Hand  in  Glove 
Not  Quite  Dead  Enough 
Some  Buried  Caesar 

Talking  Book 
Where  there's  a  Will 
And  Be  a  Villain 
The  Rubber  Band 
Too  Many  Cooks 
The  Silent  Speaker 


3v 

BIA 

Sv 

Cincinnati 

3v 

Chicago 

2v 

BIA, 

l£r 

APH 

2v 

BIA. 

12r 

APH 

5v 

Indianapolis 

I5r 

AFB 

liir 

APH 

'*. 


-10- 

ARNOiiD  TOYNBEE:  HISTORIAN'S  SCHEDULE 
From  "The  Herald  Tribune  Book  Review,"  October  8,  1950 

Here  is  as  much  about  myself  and  my  work  as  I  can  get  onto  this  sheet  in  time 
to  catch  this  last  weekend  post  from  a  farm  in  the  Lune  Valley  (Lonsdale)  where 
my  wife  and  I  are  spending  our  summer  holiday • 

I  write  every  morning,  whether  I  am  in  the  mood  or  not  (what  I  write  when  I 
am  not  in  the  mood,  I  find  I  can  bring  up  to  standard  in  revising ;  if  I  never 
wrote  when  I  wasn't  in  the  mood,  I  should  make  no  headway).  I  sit  down  to  write 
straightaway  after  breakfast,  before  dealing  with  my  correspondence  or  any  other 
business,  and  I  do  this  writing  at  foome.  Then  I  go  for  lunch  to  the  Royal  Insti- 
tute of  International  Affairs,  and,  in  my  office  there,  from  after  lunch  till 
6-.1&,   dictate  my  letters,  see  people,  do  my  work  in  editing  the  Institute's  political 
history  of  the  war,  and  do  my  writing  for  this  history  as  well.  In  fact,  I  give 
half  ray  day  to  one  job,  and  half  to  another,  and  find  refreshment  in  switching  my 
mind  to  and  fro  in  this  way.  I  never  work  after  supper;  I  generally  read  aloud 
to  my  wife,  and  we  go  to  bed  early,  soon  after  ten.  My  No.  9  omnibus  home  from 
k3t,  James'  Square  to  Pembroke  Square,  Kensington,  where  I  live,  carries  me  past 
"the  Albert  Hall  and  drops  me  at  the  doors  of  a  large  cinema— but  I  have  no  tempta- 
tion to  go  to  the  cinema,  and  I  resist  the  temptation  to  go  to  concerts  at  the 
Albert  Hall*  one  has  to  learn,  and  to  keep  within,  the  limits  of  what  one  can  do 
(and  at  61  I  find  I  have  to  work  far  shorter  hours,  9:15— 6: 16,   than  at  31-51* 
when  I  worked  from  9:15—7:30).  I  allow  myself  no  time  for  reading  for  my  workt 
except  at  weekends;  result,  I  am  always  healthily  hungry  to  read,  and  am  never 
doped  by  too  much  of  it.  One  of  the  traps  into  which  modern  scholars  seem  to  me 
to  fall  is  that  they  spend  their  working  lives  preparing  for  an  imaginary  last- 
judgment  examination,  and  keep  on  missing  the  moments  for  action.  Writing  is  a 
form  of  action,  one  has  to  do  the  best  one  can  with  the  time  and  strength  one  has. 
But  i  am  at  the  end  of  my  present  time  and  paper. 

Editor's  note:  Among  this  author's  books  the  following  are  available: 
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Civilization  on  trial    19r  AFB 
Study  of  history        10v  APH 

Hand-copied  Books 


This  is  a  list  of  hand-copied  books  recently  reported  by  the  libraries.  Unless 
otherwise  indicated,  these  books  are  in  Grade  2. 

How  to  locate  hand-copied  books  in  libraries:  Following  each  title  in  this  list 
you  will  find  either  a  group  of  initials  or  the  name  of  a  city.  These  are  the 
abbreviations  from  the  names  of  the  libraries  for  the  blind  and  indicate  the  library 
in  which  you  will  find  the  book.  A  key  to  these  abbreviations,  giving  the  names 
and  addresses  of  each  library  and  publishing  house,  is  included  in  every  January 
and  June  issue. 

Banks,  Louis.  Voice  culture,  lv  19U8  1950  NYPL  A  text  TDook 

Bromfield,  Louis.  Colorado,  5v  19h7  NY  Guild 
Silver  City,  Colorado,  in  the  1880' s,  is  the  scene  of  this  novel  of  love  and  wealth 
and  squalor  in  pioneer  western  days* 

Cheyney,  Peter.  Dark  wanton.  Uv  19U9  NY  Guild  Mystery  story 

Cuthrell,  Faith.  Job  for  Jenny.  19^5  Detroit 
A  romance  concerning  Jenny  who  was  twenty  and  redheaded  and  full  of  pep. 
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Eliot,  T.S.  Notes  toward  the  definition  of  culture  lv  Detroit 
The  author  points  out  that  many  popular  beliefs,  are  erroneous.  He  believes  that 
culture  is  essentially  related  to  religion  and  belongs  to  all  of  society  rather 
than  to  a  class, 

Farrell,  J.T.  Studs  Lonigan  3v  NY  Guild  Recently  added  to  Detroit 

Franken,  Rose.  David  and  Claudia.  £v  Cleveland  Recently  added  to  Detroit 

Freedman,  Benedict  and  Mary  Freedman.  Mrs.  Mike  6v  NY  Guild  and  Talking 
Book  Recently  added  to  Detroit 

Qaither,  Frances.  Double  muscadine.  6v  19h9     In  LC  Recently  added  to 
NY  Guild 

Have  you  read  100  great  books?  lv  Detroit 

Hobson,  L0Z#  Gentleman's  agreement.  £v  Chicago,  NY  Guild,  and  Talking  Book, 
Recently  added  to  Detroit 

Krout,  John  A.  A  new  outline- history  of  the  United  States  since  1865.  Uv 
Philadelphia   Recently  added  to  NYPL 

Munn,  N.  L.  Psychology:  the  fundamentals  of  human  adjustment.  I8v  19U6 
NY  Guild  Recently  added  to  LC 

Official  playing  rules  of  professional  baseball  clubs  lv  Detroit 
^    Sherman,  Henry  C.  Essentials  of  nutrition.  7v  19kl     NYPL 
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BRAILLE  BOOK  REVIEW,  June,  1951 

Book  Announcements 
Press-made  Books 

All  press-made  or  Talking  Books  here  noted  are  provided  by  the  Federal  Government. 

Copies  of  these  government-supplied  books  are  placed  in  the  twenty-six  regional 

libraries  which  serve  the  blind.  A  list  of  these  libraries  appears  regularly  in 

the  January  and  June  numbers  of  the  magazine. 

Readers  are  required  to  borrow  books  from  the  library  designated  by  the  Library  of 

Congress  to  serve  their  respective  territories. 

In  the  list  which  follows,  the  first  book  notation  in  every  instance  should  be 

credited  to  the  Book  Review  Digest  unless  another  source  is  given. 

Alegria,  Ciro.  Broad  and  alien  is  the  world.  Translated  from  the  Spanish 
6v  19ia  CPH 

This  is  the  story  of  the  life  and  ultimate  destruction  of  a  small  Indian  village 
high  up  in  the  Peruvian  mountains.  For  centuries  the  inhabitants  had  lived  there, 
peacefully,  cooperatively j  and  then  a  greedy  rancher  from  the  lowlands  cast 
covetous  eyes  on  the  village  and  its  doom  was  sealed. 

Campbell,  Grace.  The  tower  and  the  town.  3v  1950  APH 
The  experiences  of  an  earnest  young  minister  in  a  Canadian  parish,  showing  how  he 
met  the  difficulties  he  had  to  face,  from  helping  a  drunkard  to  marrying  a  wife 
who  met  the  approval  of  his  parishioners. 

Chevigny,  Hector.  Woman  of  the  Bock.  3v  19U9  APH 
This  novel  tells  the  life  story  of  a  woman  evangelist,  beautiful,  appealing  and 
successful  in  her  public  career,  unhappy  and  tragic  in  her  personal  life.  Ob- 
viously based  on  Aimee  Semple  McPherson!s  career P   including  the  notorious  dis- 
appearance with  a  lover. 

Cleland,  Robert  G.  This  reckless  breed  of  men:  the  trappers  and  fur  traders  of 
the  South-nest,  kv    1950  APH 

A  story  of  the  lives  and  adventures  of  the  fur  trappers  and  traders,  the  "mountain 
men,"  who  irorked  over  a  large  section  of  the  western  part  of  the  United  States, 
from  the  Columbia  River  to  Salt  Lake  to  Santa  Fe  south  to  the  head  of  the  Gulf  of 
California.  The  period  covered  by  their  activities  is  from  1820  to  18U0, 

Dickson,  Carter,  pseudonym.  Graveyard  to  let;  another  adventure  of  Sir  Henry 
Jferrivale.  3v  19U9  APH  Detective  story. 

Dobie,  James  F.  Voice  of  the  coyote.  3v  19h9  HP 
Here,  as  a  result  of  more  than  30  years  of  careful  observation  and  study,  and 
through  conversations  with  trappers,  ranchers, and  sheepmen,  the  author  portrays 
the  character,  habits  and  life  history  of  an  animal  which  has  always  been  identified 
with  life  in  the  foothills  and  on  the  plains  of  the  West. 

Federal  Security  Agency.  lour  child  from  six  to  12.  3v  19U9  APH  (Children's 
Bureau  Publication  #  32U) 

Handy  market  list  for  1951;  from  Author  and  Journalist,  Denver,  Colorado,  lv 
APH  (Not  a  publication  of  the  U.S.  Government)  Gift  from  the  publisher,  Hadley 
Correspondence  School,  Winnetka,  Illinois 

This  publication  offers  information  about  the  periodical  market  which  should  be  of 
interest  to  our  readers  and  also  of  value  to  those  interested  in  verse  and  short 
story  writing.  Issues  are  also  available  for  19U5*  19U7,  and  19U9. 

Hatcher,  Harlan  H.  t}reat  lakes.  3v  19hh    HP 
Comprehensive  volume  on  the  history  of  the  Great  Lakes  from  the  days  of  discovery 
and  exploration  to  the  present. 
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Hatcher,  Harlan  H.  Western  Reserve;  a  story  of  New  Connecticut  in  Ohio,  l;v 

19h9    APH  , 

When  Connecticut  ceded  to  Congress  most  of  her  western  lands (her  charter  granted  her 
a  strip  extending  from  ocean  to  ocean)  she  "reserved"  that  portion  lying  between 
Lake  Erie  and  the  lilst  parallel  now  a  part  of  northern  Ohio.  The  author  relates 
the  history  of  this  section  from  the  end  of  the  18th  century  to  the  present  day. 

Howe,  Helen.  Circle  of  the  day.  3v  19$0  APH 
Story  of  Faith  Millet's  tenth  wedding  anniversary  and  what  it  brought  her  of  bitter- 
ness and  understanding,  knowledge  of  herself  and  others,  and  finally  hope  for  the 

future* 

Jackson,  Joseph  Henry.  Bad  Company,  iiv  1939,  19U9  BIA 
The  story  of  California's  legendary  and  actual  stage-robbers,  bandits,  highwaymen 
and  outlaws  from  18£0' s  to  the  1880' s. 

Maier,  William.  Pleasure  Island.  3v  19h9    CPH 
The  United  States  Marines  landed  on  Pleasure  Island  sometime  during  the  recent  World 
war.  They  were  supposed  to  protect  the  island  from  Japanese  attack,  but  when  the 
Japanese  did  not  come,  the  Marines  decided  to  see  what  excitement  they  could  find. 
^   The  story  is  sheer  make-believe,  light  and  summery, 
;p       Marshall,  Edison,  Gypsy  sixpence.  Uv  19h9  APH 

Story  of  hate,  love,  revenge  and  compassion,  laid  in  India  and  Zanzibar  of  1830  s. 
Mead,  Margaret.  Male  and  females  a  study  of  the  sexes  in  a  changing  world. 

$v    19h9  APH 

An  extensive  study  of  males  and  females  as  children  and  as  adults,  this  draws 
heavily  upon  information  the  author  gained  from  her  firsthand  study  of  people  of 
seven  Pacific  islands.  With  this  as  a  background  the  reader  is  shown  more  clearly 
some  of  the  basic  relationships  between  men  and  women  that  are  obscured  by  our  modern 
ways  of  life  in  America,  Sex  differences  and  similarities,  traits  and  problems  are 
discussed  vividly  and  humanly.  Book  should  be  of  interest  to  any  inquiring  mind  as 
well  as  to  the  anthropologist.  Library  Journal 

Poole,  Ernest,  Nancy  flyer;  a  stagecoach  epic,  2v  19U9  HP 
Novel  of  a  lifelong  battle  between  a  man  and  a  woman,  a  coach  and  an  inn,  a  home 
and  the  road.  Delightfully  written.  - 

Prayer  book:  Novena,  Our  Lady  of  the  miraculous  medal,  lv  Grade  l2  Am 

t(Not  a  publication  of  the  U.  S.  Government)  Published  for  the  Xavier  Society  for 
the  Blind,  \$k  East  23rd  Street,  New  York  10,  N.  Y.  Price  50  cents. 

Prayer  book:  Ordinary  of  the  Mass.  lv  Grade  l|  APH  (Not  a  publication  of 
the  U.S.  Government)  Published  for  the  Xavier  Society.  Price  75  cents.  For 
address  see  entry  above.  .  .   „  , 

Includes  all  prayers,  lessons,  etc.,  which  form  the  unchanging  portion  of  the  Holy 
Sacrifice.  Note:  The  entire  missal  is  not  published  in  braille. 

Siegfried,  Andre.  Canada,  an  international  power.  Translated  from  the  French. 

^v  19U9  APH 

This  book  presents  a  study  of  Canada's  geographical  contacts,  her  racial  structure, 
her  place  in  world  markets,  her  exceptional  role  of  interpreter  between  the  United 
States  and  England  and  her  chance  of  survival  as  an  independent  nation. 

Spence,  Hartzell.  Happily  ever  after.  3v  19U9  APH  _ 

How  the  author  and  his  wife  struggle  with  barren  acres,  countless  repairs  and  a 
procession  of  hired  helpers  to  make  a  home  out  of  a  huge,  dilapidated,  Virginia 
estate  is  recounted  in  breezy  style  and  with  pleasant  musings  on  the  joys  oi 
country  living.  Bookmark 

Terrill,  Haidee.  The  Square,  Uv  19U9  APH 
A  novel  of  life  in  Covenant  Square,  ar  exclusive  neighborhood  m  a  New  York  State 

town. 
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Walker,  Mildred.  Medical  meeting.  3v  19h9    APH 
This  is  a  moving,  sincere  and  convincing  story ,  It  deals  with  the  triumph  of 
integrity  over  compromises  on  the  part  of  a  doctor  doing  research. 

Williams,  Ben  Ames,  Fraternity  village,  hv    1920-19U9  BIA 
Sixteen  short  stories,  most  of  them  originally  published  in  the  Saturday  Evening 
Post,  dealing  with  the  activities  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  Maine  village. 


NEW  BOOKS  FOR  CHESS  PLAYERS 


The  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  1839  Frankfort  Avenue,  Louisville  6, 
Kentucky,  has  just  announced  that  it  will  publish  shortly  four  books  on  chess.  Order 
for  these  books  should  be  sent  promptly  to  the  American  Printing  House  as  they  must 
be  received  before  the  edition  goes  to  press.  The  edition  will  be  limited  and  there 
will  be  no  reprints.  The  prices  do  not  include  postage,  which  will  be  25  cents 
per  volume  and  15  cents  for  pamphlets. 


The  books  are  as  follows: 

Merrick,  F.  H.  Four  steps  in  chess,  1928  edition.  Pamphlet  »h$ 
du  Mont,  J.  200  miniature  games  of  chess ;   combined  in  the  openings. 

3v  19U1  15.70 
Reinfeld  and  Chernev.  Chess  strategy  and  tactics 5  fifty  master  games. 

lv  $2,90 
Yates,  F.D.,  and  W.  Winter.  Modern  master  play,  with  diagrams*  lv  1929 

$2.70 

THE  EDITOR  TELLS  THE  STORY  OF  THE  "BRAILLE  BOOK  REVIEW" 

AMD  SAYS  GOODBYE 

It  was  a  warm  Saturday  afternoon  in  the  summer  of  1922.  The  Library  for  the 
♦  I   Blind,  then  Room  116  of  the  New  York  Public  Library,  Fifth  Avenue  and  U2nd  Street, 
was  supposed  to  close  at  one  o'clock  on  Saturdays,  and  closed  it  was.  But  by  some 
happy  chance,  the  big,  heavy  entrance  door  was  not  locked.  On  this  particular 
afternoon  it  opened  slowly,  just  wide  enough  to  admit  a  small,  slim,  elderly  man 
who  came  in  with  a  tentative  air,  not  at  all  as  one  bearing  gifts. 

For  some  unknown  reason  I  did  not  protest  his  coming  in  though  I  was  on  the 
point  of  going  out.  Instead,  I  found  myself  answering  his  questions  and  presently 
inviting  the  visitor  to  sit  down,  He  did  so,  and  we  talked  for  a  long  time.  In 
leaving,  he  intimated  that  in  making  his  will,  which  he  was  then  considering,  he 
would  remember  the  need  of  the  blind  for  books. 

That  was  all  for  several  years.  Then  on  September  1$,   1929,  Henry  F.  Homes 
died.  In  July  1930,  the  Trustees  of  The  New  York  Public  Library  announced  that 
the  Library  had  received  from  Mr.  Homes  "a  legacy  of  $5,000,  the  principal  or 
income  of  which  was  to  be  expended  in  the  embossing  or  other  means  of  production 
of  new  plates  for  books  for  the  blind;  the  selection  of  books  to  be  at  the  full 
discretion  of  the  Trustees."  This  was  in  July  1930,  and  at  that  time  £5,000  was 
still  an  impressive  sum,  A  far  more  impressive  sum  than  it  is  today  and  a  matter 
deserving  thought. 
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But  since  that  summer  afternoon  when  Mr.  Homes  had  come  so  casually  into  the 
Library  for  the  Blind,  conditions  had  changed  considerably  and  there  was  no  longer 
the  pressing  need  for  the  few  books  that  the  expenditure  of  $5*000  would  provide. 
In  the  first  place,  a  special  Congressional  appropriation  providing  books  for  the 
blinded  veterans  of  World  War  I  had  been  passed,  largely  through  the  efforts  of 
the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  and,  in  the  second  place,  there  was  now 
every  prospect  that  an  increase  in  the  annual  appropriation  for  braille  books  would 
soon  be  made.  These  hopes  materialized  when  six  months  later,  in  February  1931* 
President  ^oover  signed  the  Pratt-Smoot  bill  raising  the  annual  appropriation  to 
$100,000,  So  no  undue  haste  in  converting  the  Homes  Fund  into  books  seemed 
necessary. 

In  the  meantime,  with  this  certainty  of  an  increase  in  braille  literature,  I, 
as  head  of  a  library  for  the  blind,  had  been  slowly  coming  to  the  conclusion  that 
some  means  of  disseminating  information  concerning  this  literature  was  imperative  if 
the  library  service  was  to  function  effectively.  That  the  greatest  need  was  for 
some  form  of  technical  aid  to  implement  a  regional  library  service  operating  almost 
entirely  by  mail. 

Embossed  catalogs  were  too  expensive  to  be  maintained  either  by  libraries  or 
publishing  houses  for  the  blind  and  as  the  overwhelming  majority  of  readers  had  no 
direct  contact  with  their  regional  libraries,  they  were  singularly  bereft  of  in- 
formation concerning  library  resources. 

It  was  under  such  circumstances  that  the  unspent  Homes  Fund  seemed  verily  an 
answer  to  a  librarian's  prayer.  And  I  therefore  urged  that  the  money  be  devoted 
to  the  making  of  plates  for  a  monthly  magazine  instead  of  plates  for  new  books. 
The  Director  of  The  New  York  Public  Library,  then  Franklin  F.  Hopper,  who  was 
always  interested  in  the  service  to  blind  readers,  considered  the  matter,  approved 
it  and  presented  it  to  the  Trustees, 

The  matter  having  been  duly  presented,  we  learn  from  a  meeting  of  the  Committee 
on  Circulation  of  The  New  York  Public  Library  under  date  of  May  31,  that  it  was 
"recommended  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  asked  to  authorize  the  expenditure  of 
the  Homes  Library  for  the  Blind  Fund  to  cover  the  cost  of  plates  for  a  library  review 
for  the  blind,  in  braille.  To  be  issued  in  braille  in  cooperation  with  the  American 
Braille  Press  (not  more  than  $1,500  to  be  spent  from  the  Fund  in  one  year)  and  the 
remainder  of  the  expenses  to  be  met  by  the  American  Braille  Press."  It  may  be 
mentioned  in  passing  that  one  of  the  Trustees  had  questioned  the  legality  of 
producing  plates  for  a  magazine  when  the  will  had  stipulated  plates  for  books.  By 
what  argument  this  point  was  settled  the  record  yields  no  evidence. 

This  cooperation  with  the  American  Braille  Press  was  a  by-product  of  the  World 
Conference  of  Workers  for  the  Blind  held  in  New  York  in  the  spring  of  1931.  Two 
or  three  of  the  heads  of  printing  houses  for  the  blind  had  been  consulted  previously 
in  this  project  but  had  not  been  convinced  of  the  value  of  a  magazine  devoted  solely 
to  literature.  Attending  the  World  Conference,  however,  was  Mr,  George  Raverat, 
Secretary  of  the  American  Braille  Press,  Paris,  This  press,  located  in  Paris  but^ 
supported  entirely  by  American  funds,  was  at  the  time  chiefly  occupied  in  publishing 
braille  magazines  for  the  blinded  veterans  of  World  War  I  in  many  European  countries, 
Mr.  Raverat,  being  thus  magazine-minded,  was  readily  interested  in  the  project  and 
agreed  to  cooperate  with  The  New  York  Public  Library  in  publishing  such  a  magazine 
for  the  American  blind. 
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In  October,  1931,  a  trial  balloon  in  the  way  of  a  sample  copy  was  sent  out  by 
the  American  Braille  Press.  The  project  was  given  wide  publicity.  The  magazine 
was  to  begin  in  January,  1932,  and  a  fee  of  fifty  cents  was  called  for.  And  so, 
in  January  the  Braille  Book  Review  was  launched.  The  circulation  was  500. 

It  was  then  a  magazine  of  6U  pages,  nearly  three  times  the  present  size  of  2U. 
Through  the  years  it  has  become  a  free  periodical  with  a  mailing  list  which  has 
been  checked  at  infrequent  intervals  and  which  at  its  peak  reached  over  U, 200. 
Renewals  were  called  for  last  June.  The  mailing  list  dropped  to  2,200  but  has  now 
risen  well  over  3,000  and  will,  doubtless,  in  time  again  top  U,200.  This  is  a 
rather  good  circulation  as  braille  magazines  go. 

Each  issue  includes  a  list  of  all  braille  and  Talking  Book  publications 
published  in  the  United  States  during  the  preceding  month.  A  brief  book  note  follows 
each  title.  Hand-copied  books  are  included  when  reported  by  the  libraries  and  care 
is  taken  to  indicate  the  location  of  these  hand-copied  books.  As  space  permits, 
#|    bibliographies  on  special  subjects,  biographical  sketches  of  contemporary  authors 
and  other  items  of  interest  in  the  book  world  appear  in  its  columns. 

My  philosophy  as  editor  of  the  Braille  Book  Review  has  been  to  bear  constantly 
in  mind  the  fact  that  the  mechanics  of  reading  affect  the  literary  taste  of  the 
individual  only  to  a  very  slight  degree.  That  leaders  who  do  not  see  should  have 
the  benefit  of  the  best  criticisms  and  articles  available  and  therefore  a  magazine 
such  as  the  Braille  Book  Review  should  include  no  material  which  has  not  i^st 
appeared  in  print.  For  in  this  whole  matter  of  reading  it  may  truly  be  said  that 
there  are  no  "blind." 

Cooperation  with  the  American  Braille  Press  continued  successfully  until 
January  193U.  In  December  a  letter  from  Mr.  Raverat  had  announced  that  with  the 
December  issue  his  press  could  no  longer  share  in  the  financial  support  of  the 
magazine.  Arrangements  were  speedily  made  to  have  the  embossing  and  mailing  done 
thereafter  by  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind.  The  siee  was  cut 
drastically  to  2U  pages.  And  for  several  months  the  entire  cost  of  production  was 
met  by  the  New  York  Public  Library.  In  April,  a  letter  of  appeal  from  the  editor 
to  the  Library  of  Congress  resulted  in  a  guarantee  that  the  Federal  Government 
would  hereafter  meet  the  cost  of  $00  copies  each  month.  This  appeal  was  based  on 
the  fact  that  as  the  majority  of  titles  announced  were  provided  by  the  Government, 
the  project  surely  merited  Federal  support.  The  number  of  copies  financed  was 
gradually  increased  and,  for  many  years  now,  the  entire  cost  of  production  has 
been  met  by  Federal  funds.  In  March,  1937,  before  this  entire  cost  was  assumed 
by  the  Government,  the  Homes  Fund  was  exhausted  and  funds  from  the  Harry  Payne 
Whitney  Fund,  a  special  gift  to  the  Library  for  the  Blind,  were  used. 

Since  July,  19U0.  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  has  financed  a  mimeo- 
graphed edition  which  is  distributed  without  charge  to  libraries  and  state  schools 
for  the  blind,  public  *  school  classes  and  to  readers,  upon  request. 

The  Braille  Book  Review,  as  I  have  said,  was  established  to  further  implement 
the  service  of  the  26  regional  libraries.  A  service  which  changing  conditions 
made  highly  desirable.  The  magazine  forms  an  outstanding  contribution  from  The 
New  York  Public  Library  to  the  nation's  work  with  the  visually  handicapped. 
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In  January,  19U2,  I  retired  from  The  New  York  Public  Library  and  was  asked  to 
join  the  staff  of  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  as  editor  of  the  Outlook 
for  the  Blind,  an  inkprint  quarterly,  as  well  as  editor  of  the  Braille  Book  Review, 
which  was  hereafter  to  be  sponsored  by  the  Foundation. 

Incidentally,  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  affect  the  merger  of  The  Teacher's  Forum, 
another  inkprint  quarterly  published  by  the  Foundation,  with  the  Outlook  for  the 
Blind,  which  was  then  continued  as  a  monthly.  After  serving  in  this  capacity  for 
two  and  a  half  years  I  resigned  in  favor  of  a  lighter  program,  remaining  with  the 
Foundation  to  edit  the  Braille  Book  Review. 

Nearly  two  decades  stretch  between  the  first  issue  of  this  magazine  which  the 
fdft  of  Mr.  Homes  made  possible  and  this  one,  in  which  its  first  and,  so  far,  only 
editor,  bids  you  farewell.  Editorship,  as  Ellery  Sedgwick,  one  time  editor  of  the 
Atlantic  Monthly,  names  it,  is  a  happy  profession.  At  least  I  have  found  it  so. 
And  it  is  with  considerable  reluctance  that  I  say  goodbye  to  each  and  every  one  of 
you  and  wish  you  and  the  new  editor  "Godspeed." 


A  NEW  BRAILLE  METHOD  FOR  GUITAR 


Albert  A.  Smith  of  Higbee,  Missouri,  has  a  new  braille  method  for  teaching 
the  blind  to  play  the  Spanish  guitar.  Anyone  in  the  United  States  can  have 
this  method  if  they  will  write  in  braille  and  enclose  a  self -addressed  envelope 
for  details. 
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Alabama 

Alaska 

Ari  zona 

Arkansas 

California 

California 
(southern) 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

District  of 
Columbia 

Delaware 

Florida 


Georgia 

Hawaii 

Idaho 


Illinois  (north 
of  Springfield) 


DISTRIBUTING  LIBRARIES  FOR  GOVERNMENT-OWNED  BOOKS 

Kriegshaber  Library  for  the  Blind,  679  Piedmont  Avenue,  N.E., 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

Seattle  Public  Library,  Library  for  the  Blind,  731  North  35th 
Street,  Seattle  2,  Wash. 

Braille  Institute  Library,  721  North  Vermont  Ave.,  Los  Angeles, 
Calif. 

Oklahoma  Library  Commission,  State  Capitol,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

California  State  Library,  2709  Derby  Avenue,  Sacramento,  Calif. 

Braille  Institute  Library,  721  North  Vermont  Ave.,  Los  Angeles, 
Calif. 

Denver  Public  Library,  Books  for  the  Blind,  Civic  Center,  37th 
and  York  Sts.,  Denver  2,  Colo. 

New  York  Public  Library,  Library  for  the  Blind,  137  West  25th 
Street,  New  York  1,  N.Y. 

The  Library  of  Congress,  Division  for  the  Blind,  Washington  25, 
D.C. 

Free  Library  of  Philadelphia,  Logan  Square,  Philadelphia  3S   Pa. 

For  Talking  Books:  Florida  Council  for  the  Blind,  Talking 
Book  Library,  P.O.  Box  2298,  Daytona  Beach,  Florida 

For  braille  books:  Kriegshaber  Library  for  the  Blind,  679 
Piedmont  Avenue  N.E.,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Kriegshaber  Library  for  the  Blind,  679  Piedmont  Avenue  N.E., 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

Library  of  Hawaii,  Library  for  the  Blind,  Honolulu,  Territory 
of  Hawaii 

Library  Association  of  Portland,  801  S.  W.  Tenth  Avenue, 
Portland,  Oregon 

Chicago  Public  Library,  Department  of  Books  for  the  Blind, 
U536-Uli  Lincoln  Avenue,  Chicago,  111. 


Illinois  (south, 
including  Spring- 
field) 

Indiana 


Iowa 


Free  Circulating  Library  for  the  Blind,  Illinois  School  for 
the  Blind,  Jacksonville,  111. 

Indiana  State  Library,  Service  for  the  Blind,  1U0  North  Senate 
Avenue,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Free  Circulating  Library  for  the  Blind,  Illinois  School  for 
the  Blind,  Jacksonville,  111. 
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Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 
Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan  (outside 
of  Wayne  County) 
Michigan  (Wayne 
County) 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Hampshire 
New  Jersey 
New  Mexico 


New  York  (other 

than  Greater 

New  York  City  and 

Long  Island) 

New  York  (Greater 

New  York  City  and 

Long  Island ) 

North  Carolina 
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Wolfner  Memorial  Library  for  the  Blind,  St.  Louis  Public 
Library,  3&kk  Olive  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Cincinnati  Public  Library,  Library  Society  for  the  Blind, 
6990  Hamilton  Ave.,  Mt.  Healthy,  Ohio 

Public  Library  of  New  Orleans,  Library  for  the  Blind,  29l|0 
Canal  Street,  New  Orleans  27,  .La. 

Perkins  Institution  Library,  Watertown  72,  Mass. 

The  Library  of  Congress,  Division  for  the  Blind,  Washington  25, 
D.C. 

Perkins  Institution  Library,  Watertown  72,  Mass. 

State  Library  for  the  Blind,  92U  Houghton  Ave.,  Saginaw,  Mich. 

Wayne  County  Library,  Department  for  the  Blind,  3661  Trumbull 
Avenue,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Minnesota  Braille  and  Sight-Saving  School,  Library  for  the 
Blind,  Faribault,  Minn. 

Public  Library  of  New  Orleans,  Library  for  the  Blind 
29i|0  CanalS treet,  New  Orleans  27,  La. 

St.  Louis  Public  Library,  Wolfner  Memorial  Library  for  the 
Blind,  3QUh  Olive  Street,  St,  Louis,  Mo. 

Seattle  Public  Library,  Library  for  the  Blind,  731  North 
35th  Street,  Seattle  3,  Wash. 

Denver  Public  Library,  Books  for  the  Blind,  Civic  Center, 
37th  and  York  Sts.,  Denver  2,  Colo. 

California  State  Library,  2709  Derby  Ave.,  Sacramento,  Calif. 

Perkins  Institution  Library,  Watertown  72,  Mass. 

Free  Library  of  Philadelphia,  Logan  Square,  Philadelphia  3,   Pa. 

Denver  Public  Library,  Books  for  the  Blind,  37th  and  York 
Sts.,  Denver  2,  Colo. 

New  York  State  Library,  Library  for  the  Blind,  Washington 
Avenue,  Albany,  N.Y. 


The  New  York  Public  Library,  Library  for  the  Blind,  137  West 
25th  Street,  New  York  1,  N.Y. 


The  Library  of  Congress,  Division  for  the  Blind,  Washington  25, 
D.C. 
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North  Dakota 

Ohio  (south  of 
Columbus) 

Ohio  (north,  in- 
cluding Columbus) 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania  (east 
of  Harrisburg) 

Pennsylvania  (west, 
including  Harrisburg) 

Puerto  Rico 


Rhode  Island 
South  Carolina 
Tennessee 

Texas 
Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 
Virgin  Islands 

Washington 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 
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Minnesota  Braille  and  Sight-Saving  School,  Library  for  the 
Blind,  Faribault,  Minn. 

Cincinnati  Public  Library,  Library  Society  for  the  Blind, 
6990  Hamilton  Avenue,  Mt.  Healthy,  Ohio 

Cleveland  Public  Library,  Library  for  the  Blind, 
325  Superior  Ave,,  Cleveland,  Ohio 

Oklahoma  Library  Commission,  State  Capitol,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla 

Library  Association  of  Portland,  801  S„W.  Tenth  Ave.,  Portland, 

Ore. 

Free  Library  of  Philadelphia,  Logan  Square, 
Philadelphia,  Pa* 

Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh,  Division  for  the  Blind, 
UU00  Forbes  Street,  Pittsburgh,  Pa„ 

The  New  York  Public  Library,  Library  for  the  Blind, 
137  West  2£th  Street,  New  York  1,  N.Y. 

Perkins  Institution  Library,  Watertown  72,  Mass. 

The  Library  of  Congress,  Division  for  the  Blind,Washington  25, D 

Cincinnati  Public  Library,  Library  Society  for  the  Blind, 
6990  Hamilton  Avenue,  Mt.  Healthy,  Ohio 

Texas  State  Library,  State  Capitol,  Austin,  Texas 

Free  Public  Library,  Books  for  the  Blind,  167  Motor  Avenue, 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

New  York  State  library,  Library  for  the  Blind,  Washington  Avenu 
Albany,  N.  Y. 

The  Library  of  Congress,  Division  for  the  Blind, Washing ton  25,D 

The  New  York  Public  Library,  Library  for  the  Blind, 
137  West  2^th  Street,  New  York  1,  N„Y. 

Seattle  Public  Library,  Library  for  the  Blind, 
731  North  35th  Street,  Seattle  3,  Wash. 

Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh,  Division  for  the  Blind, 
UhOO  Forbes  St.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa3 

Chicago  Public  Library,  Department  of  Books  for  the  Blind, 
l|.p36  Lincoln  Avenue,  Chicago,  111. 

Free  Public  Library,  Books  for  the  Blind,  Salt  Lake  City  1, 
Utah 
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LIBRARIES  GIVING  NATION-WIDE  SERVICE 


Braille  Circulating  Library,  70U  West  Grace  Street,  Richmond,  Virginia 


fl.) 


Jewish  Braille  Library,  18U6  Harrison  Avenue,  New  York  53,  N.Y. 

New  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind,  1880  Broadway,  New  York  23,  N.Y. 

Theosophical  Book  Association  for  the  Blind,  Krotona,  Ojai,  Calif.  Circulates  only 
theosophical  books, 

Xavier  Society  for  the  Blind  Library,  15U  East  23rd  Street,  New  York  10,  N.Y. 

LIST  OF  ABBREVIATIONS  USED  IN  THIS  MAGAZINE 

ABS    American  Bible  Society,  U50  Park  Avenue,  New  York  22,  N.  Y. 

AFB    American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  1$  West  16 th  Street,  New  York  11,  N.Y. 

APH    American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  1839  Frankfort  Avenue,  Louisville  6, 

Kentucky 

ARC    American  Red  Cross,  6l6  S.  Michigan  Avenue,  Chicago,  Illinois 

BIA    Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  7U1  Worth  Vermont  Avenue,  Los  Angeles  27, 

Calif. 

CPH    Clovernook  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  6990  Hamilton  Avenue,  Cincinnati,  Ohi< 

HP     Howe  Press  of  Perkins  Institution,  Watertown  72,  Mass. 

JBI    Jewish  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  18U6  Harrison  Avenue,  New  York  53, 

New  York 

LC     Library  of  Congress,  Washington  25,  D„C. 

NIB    National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  221;  Great  Portland  Street,  London,  W.l. 

England 

NY  Guild  New  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind,  1880  Broadway,  New  York  23,  N.Y. 

NYPL    New  York  Public  Library,  Library  for  the  Blind,  137  West  25th  Street, 

New  York  1,  N.Y. 

TBA    Theosophical  Book  Association  for  the  Blind,  Krotona,  Ojai,  Calif. 

Xavier  Xavier  Society  for  the  Blind,  15U  East  23rd  Street,  New  York  10,  N.Y. 

A  PROPOSED  MAGAZINE  TO  COVER  ACTIVITIES  OF  THE  NEGRO 

We  have  been  asked  to  make  the  following  announcement:  "Anyone  desiring  a 
braille  monthly  magazine  designed  to  acquaint  the  blind  with  the  activities  of  the 
Negro  race,  should  send  either  a  braille  or  a  typewritten  letter  to  Mrs.  E.R.Merrick, 
906  Fayetteville  St.,  Durham,  N.C.  This  letter  should  state  the  grade  of  braille 
desired,  and  should  also  state  whether  the  undersigned  is  willing  to  pay  a  small 
subscription  fee,  if  necessary." 
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Hand-copied  Books 

This  is  a  list  of  hand-copied  books  recently  reported  by  the  libraries.  Unless  other 
wise  indicated,  these  books  are  in  Grade  2. 

How  to  locate  hand-copied  books  in  libraries:  Following  each  title  in  this  list  you 
will  find  either  a  group  of  initials  or  the  name  of  a  city.  These  are  the  abbrev- 
iations for  the  names  of  the  libraries  for  the  blind  and  indicate  the  library  in 
which  you  will  find  the  book.  A  key  to  these  abbreviations,  giving  the  names  and 
addresses  of  each  library  and  publishing  house,  is  included  in  every  January  and 
June  issue. 

Ames,  Delano  L.  Murder  begins  at  home.  Uv  Grade  if  1950  N2TPL  Detective  stoi 

Bolton,  Isabel.  Do  I  wake  or  sleep.  3v  191*6  Detroit 
The  action  all  takes  place  in  2U  hours;  the  time  is  1939$  the  place  New  York.  A 
novel  written  in  a  modified  stream  of  consciousness  form. 

Briggs,  W.A.,  compiler.  Selections  from  great  poems  of  the  English  language, 
lv  192?  Philadelphia 

Bush,  Christopher.  Case  of  the  platinum  blonde.  Uv  19U9  NY  Guild  Detective 
story 
a       Chaee,  Mary  Ellen.  The  plum  tree.  2v  Xavier 

▼  /'  The  plum  tree  grew  quite  by  itself  on  the  lawn  in  front  of  the  Home  for  Aged  Women. 
This  story  of  a  particular  day  in  May  and  of  Emma's  adventures  with  3  old  ladies  is 
grave  and  gay  on  every  page,  filled  at  once  with  laughter  and  tears.  Xavier 

Chatterton,  Ruth.  Homeward  borne.  7v  19!?0  NY  .Guild 
It  is  an  unusually  thoughtful  and  discriminating  novel  in  its  approach  to  both 
individuals  and  our  times. 

Connelly,  Myles.  The  bump  on  Brannigan's  head.  Uv  Xavier 
The  story  of  a  quarrelsome  man  whose  temper  was  greatly  improved  by  a  clout  on  the 
head  received  one  night  when  leaving  Casey's  bar.  Many  strange  and  good  things  then 
began  to  happen  as  a  consequence  but  the  transformation  did  not  endure  long.  How- 
ever, his  reform  was  not  ifithout  some  good  results.  Xavier 

Cook,  Fannie.  The  long  bridge.  Uv  19U9  Chicago 
Tom  Carr's  ambition  was  to  become  a  great  painter,  his  philosophy  was  that  commer- 
cialized art  was  wrong.  The  scene  of  the  story  is  St.  Louis  in  the  early  1930' s, 
the  depression  years. 
J.|,      DeJong,  David  C.  Snow-on-the-mountain  and  other  stories.  Uv  19U6  Chicago 
A  collection  of  18  short  stories. 

Dos  Pas sos,  John  R.  Grand  design.  6v  19U9  NY  Guild 
The  final  volume  of  a  trilogy,  the  first  2  vols,  of  which  were  "Adventures  of  a  Younj 
Man"  (in  braille)  and  "Number  One"  &n  braille  LC,  NY  Guild).  This  novel  tells 
the  story  of  the  New  Deal  years  in  American  life,  and  some  of  the  characters  are 
evidently  based  on  well-known  public  figures. 

DuJardin,  Rosamond.  Practically  seventeen.  3v  Xavier 
This  is  Tobey's  own  story  of  the  months  before  her  17th  birthday.  Full  of  humor 
and  a  true  commentary  on  "teen-age"  life,  the  story  will  catch  the  fancy  of  young 
moderns  everywhere.  It  is  as  modern  as  number  one  on  the  Hit  Parade.  Xavier 

Duncan,  David.  The  madrone  tree.  Uv  19U9  NY  Guild  Psychological  mystery 

story  i 

Foster,  Coram.  Rear  Admiral  Byrd  and  the  polar  expeditions.  Uv  Grade  lg 

1930  Philadelphia 

German  text:  Goethe,  J.  W.  von.  Iphigenie  auf  Taurus;  a  drama.  With  con- 
tractions. Uv  1896  Philadelphia 

German  text:  Lessing,  G.E.  Emilia  Galotti.  With  contractions.  2v  189U 

Philadelphia 

Handy,  W.C.,  editor.  Treasury  of  the  blues.  $v    1926,  19U9  NYPL 
Complete  words  and  music  of  6?  great  songs  from  Memphis  blues  to  the  present  day; 

with  an  historical  and  critical  text  by  Abbe  Niles.  ^+„„-^„a  e^oc 

Haycraft.  Howard,  editor.  The  boys'  second  book  of  great  detective  stories. 
8v  19UD    Chicago 
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BRAILLE  BOOK  REVIEW,  July,  1951 

Book  Announcements 
Press-made  Books 

All  press-made  or  Talking  Books  here  noted  are  provided  by  the  Federal  Government, 

Copies  of  these  government-supplied  books  are  placed  in  the  twenty-six  regional 

libraries  which  serve  the  blind.  A  list  of  these  libraries  appears  regularly  in 

the  January  and  June  numbers  of  the  magazine. 

Readers  are  required  to  borrow  books  from  the  library  designated  by  the  Library  of 

Congress  to  serve  their  respective  territories. 

In  the  list  which  follows,  the  first  book  notation  in  every  instance  should  be 

Credited  to  the  Book  Review  Digest  unless  another  source  is  given. 

Bush,  Christopher.  The  case  of  the  Corporal's  leave.  2v  1950  NIB  Panda  #131* 
Price  3s9d  per  volume.  Available  in  NYPL  (Not  a  publication  of  the  U.S.  Government) 
Detective  story. 

Gaither,  Frances.  Double  muscadine.  Uv    19U9  CPH 
An  extremely  interesting  and  worthwhile  novel.  In  the  mid  1880 's  in  Mississippi, 
Syke  Berry,  son  of  a  poor  farmer,  was  conducting  his  first  law  case  in  defense  of 
a  young  kitchen  slave  accused  of  poisoning  the  McLean  Family  at  Waver ly  Plantation. 

Garst,  Shannon.  Cowboy  boots.  2v  191*6  APH  $5.30  (Not  a  publication  of 
the  U.S.  Government)  Juvenile  western. 

Goulooze,  William.  Victory  over  suffering;  abridged  edition,  lv  Grade  l-2- 
19U9  APH  Published  for  the  John  Milton  Society,  156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  10,  N.Y. 
(Not  a  publication  of  the  U.S.  Government) 

Guevremont,  Germaine.  The  outlander.  Translated.  l*v  1950  APH 
This  story  of  life  in  a  small  isolated  French-Canadian  village  centers  in  the  story 
of  the  Beauchemins  and  the  Stranger  who  came  into  their  lives  for  one  winter  an$ 
then  disappeared. 

Guthrie,  A.B.,  Jr.  The  way  west.  kv    191*9  CPH 
A  story  of  an  emigrant  trek  from  Independence,  Missouri,  to  Oregon  in  the  l8U0's. 
Also  available  as  Talking  Book. 

Hadley  anthology  of  magazine  poetry.  Large  magazine-size  paper  pamphlet.  1951 
01    APH  Published  for  the  Hadley  Correspondence  School  for  the  Blind,  620  Lincoln  Avenue, 
Winnetka,  Illinois.  (Not  a  publication  of  the  U.  S.  Government) 

Hall,  M.  P.  Extracts  from 'The  secret  destiny  of  America,"  2d  edition,  lv  1950 
APH  Published  for  the  Philosophical  Research  Society,  Los  Angeles,  California. 
(Not  a  publication  of  the  U.S.  Government) 

Harding,  Bertita.  Mosaic  in  the  fountain.  l*v  19U9  CPH 
Describes  the  author's  childhood  which  was  spent  in  several  countries.  She  was  born 
in  Hungary,  but  was  taken  to  Mexico  at  an  early  age.  Before  she  was  ten  she  had 
crossed  the  Atlantic  three  times,  and  had  learned  Spanish,  Magyar,  French,  German, 
and  a  little  English. 

Harris,  Laura.  Ring  in  the  new.  kv    1950  APH 
Life  in  an  Ohio  River  town  at  the  turn  of  the  century  provides  the  background  for 
this  novel  of  family  life. 

Hunt,  M.L.  Matilda's  buttons,  lv  19U8  APH  $3.25  (Not  a  publication  of  the 
U.S.  Government)  Juvenile  fiction. 

Jenkins,  Sara.  The  lost  lamp.  3v  1950  APH 
The  story  of  a  Southern  Methodist  minister  and  his  family. 


V..' 


. 


<) 


3. 


Kallen,  H.M.  The  education  of  free  men;  an  essay  toward  a  philosophy  of 
education  for  Americans.  5v  19U9  APH 

This  is  a  book  of  scholarship  and  profound  insight.  If ,  in  the  civil  war  of  the 
spirit,  the  idea  of  a  society  of  free  men  is  to  win,  it  is  considerations  like  these 
that  must  help  us  to  victory. 

Kennelly,  Ardyth.  Peaceable  kingdom.  6v  19U9     BIA  (Not  a  publication  of  the 
U.S.  Government) 

A  novel  portraying  life  among  the  Mormons  in  Utah  during  the  years  after  Brigham 
Young's  death,  when  the  government  was  beginning  to  outlaw  plural  marriages. 

Krutch,  J,W.  The  twelve  seasons,  a  perpetual  calendar  for  the  country.  Iv 

19U9  HP 

Contemplative  and  philosophical  essays  on  nature,  one  for  each  month  of  the  year. 

Lenski,  Lois.  Blueberry  corners.  2v  19hO    APH  &$*30  (Not  a  publication  of 
the  U.S.  Government)  Juvenile  fiction. 

Lenski,  Lois.  Strawberry  girl.  2v  19U5  APH  $5.30  (Not  a  publication  of 
the  U.  S.  Government)  Juvenile  fiction. 

Miller,  Helen  T.  Mirage.  3v  19U9  APH 
A  love  story  with  a  historical  background,  the  Texas  frontier  twenty  years  after  the 
Civil  War. 

Moore,  Ruth.  Spoonhandle.  3v  191*6  HP 
Life  in  a  small  Maine  fishing  village  is  the  background  for  this  story. 

Nelson,  Joseph.  Backwoods  teacher.  3v  19U9  CPH 
How  Joseph  Nelson  and  his  wife  become  a  part  of  Big  Piney  is  a  lively  story,  full  of 
warmth  and  adventure;  written  in  the  vernacular,  it  carries  with  it  the  racy  flavor 
of  a  remote  countryside.  Christian  Science  Monitor 

Palmer,  Stuart.  Four  lost  ladies;  a  Miss  Withers  mystery.  3v  19U9  CPH 

Queen,  Ellery,  pseudonym.  Cat  of  many  tails.  Uv  19^9  CPH  Detective  story. 

Runyon,  Damon.  All  this  and  that.  3v  1950  NIB  Panda  #  133  Price  3s9d  per 
volume.  Available  in  NYPL.  (Not  a  publication  of  the  U.S.  Government) 

Schoonover,  Lawrence.  The  gentle  infidel.  Uv  1950  APH 
A  historical  novel  of  medieval  Turkey,  culminating  in  the  capture  of  Constantinople 
by  Mohammed  II,  in  1U53« 

Smith,  E.P.,  Muzzey,  D.S.,  and  Lloyd,  M.  World  history;  the  struggle  for 
Jh    civilization.  lov  19h9  APH  $52.00  (Not  a  publication  of  the  U.S.  Government) 

Smith,  Ira  L.,  and  Allen,  H.  Low  and  inside.  3v  19U9  CPH 
A  collection  of  anecdotes  and  jokes  about  baseball.  They  date  from  about  1880  to 

191U. 

Starkey,  Marion  L.  The  devil  in  Massachusetts;  a  modern  inquiry  into  the  Salem 
Witch  trials.  Uv  19h9    APH 

A  record  of  Salem  witchcraft  in  1692.  Compiled  from  primary  sources.  The  author 
has  attempted  to  tell  of  the  event  as  a  dramatic  story  with  psychological  interpre- 
tations . 

Thirkell,  Angela.  County  chronicle,  l±v  1950  APH 
A  new  Barsetshire  story.  Isabel  Dale,  the  heroine,  comes  into  money  and  marries 
Lord  Silverbridge . 

Thompson,  B.J.  All  day  with  God.  Iv  1939  APH  Published  for  the  Catholic 
Blind  Administration,  Chicago,  Illinois.  (Not  a  publication  of  the  U.S.  Government) 

Thompson,  Ellery.  Dragger-man * s  haul;  the  personal  history  of  a  Connecticut 
fishing  captain.  3v  1950  APH 

It  is  a  human  book,  full  of  hope  and  disappointment,  of  satisfaction  and  discontent, 
of  loneliness  and  friendship  and  it  contains  a  good  deal  of  laughter.  Chicago 
Sunday  Tribune, 
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Widdemer,  Margaret.  Red  cloak  flying,  hv    19f>0  APH 
A  historical  novel  which  tells  the  love  story  of  Rosamond  Cantillon.  The  period 
described  is  that  of  the  Jacobite  rebellion  and  the  American  Colonial  Period  of 
llh$   to  17U7. 

Wilder,  Laura  I.  By  the  shores  of  Silver  Lake.  3v  1939  APH  &7.9S  (Not  £ 
publication  of  the  U.S.  Government)  Juvenile  fiction. 

Wilder,  Laura  I.  Little  house  on  the  prairie,  2v  1935  APH  ££.90  (Not  a 
publication  of  the  U.S.  Government)  Juvenile  fiction. 

Wilder,  Laura  I.  On  the  banks  of  Plum  Creek.  3v  1937  APH  $7.95  (Not  a 
publication  of  the  U.S.  Government)  Juvenile  fiction. 


Talking  Books 
(These  books  are  provided  by  the  U.S.  Government  unless  otherwise  noted) 

Amory,  Cleveland.  Home  town.  lj?r  19^0  AFB  Read  by  Barry  Doig 
A  satire  on  book  publishers  and  the  publishing  business  generally, 

Bible.  Old  Testament.  Exodus;  Leviticus.  King  James  version.  12  r  AFB 
Read  by  Alexander  Scourby.  Published  for  the  American  Bible  Society,  1^0  Park  Ave., 
New  York,  N.Y.  Price  to  blind  readers,  2J?0  per  record  plus  20  postage  per  record. 
(Hot  a  publication  of  the  U.S.  Government) 

Bible.  Old  Testament.  Isaiah  -  Lamentations.  King  James  version.  I6r  AFB 
Read  by  Alexander  Scourby.  Published  for  the  American  Bible  Society.  For  orders 
gee  above  entry,  (Not  a  publication  of  the  U.S.  Government) 

Bible.  Old  Testament.  Ruth  -  II  Kings.  King  James  version.  20r  AFB  Read 
by  Alexander  Scourby.  Published  for  the  American  Bible  Society.  For  orders  see 
above  entry.  (Not  a  publication  of  the  U.S.  Government) 

Bristow,  Gwen.  Jubilee  trail,  hkr     2  pts  19^0  APH  Read  by  George  Patterson 
The  Jubilee  Trail  was  the  traders'  name  for  the  great  Spanish  Trail,  which  in  the 
181$' s  led  from  Santa  Fe  to  Los  Angeles.  This  long  novel  describes  the  trek  of  a 
gently  bred  New  York  girl  and  her  trader  husband  along  that  trail. 

Christie,  Agatha.  Three  blind  mice,  and  other  stories.  13r  19!?0  APH  Read  by 
George  Patterson 

Deft,  entertaining,  long  title  story  and  eight  short  mysteries,  neatly  propounded 
and  solved.  Bookmark 

Costain,  Thomas  B.  Son  of  a  hundred  kings;  a  novel  of  the  Nineties.  3!?r 
2  pts  1950  AFB  Read  by  John  Brewster 

It  is  sincerely  written  and  deeply  felt;  almost  indefinably  it  conveys  faith  in 
human  nature  and  good  cheer,  a  rare  thing  in  this  Atomic  Age  and  the  more  to  be  valued 
on  this  account,  Saturday  Review 

Crawford,  F.  Marion.  In  the  palace  of  the  king;  a  love  story  of  Old  Madrid, 
17r  1900  APH  Read  by  Morris  Flournoy 

Madrid  in  157U»  This  very  thrilling  and  adventure  story  is  written  around  Don  John 
of  Austria's  secret  marriage  at  a  time  when  his  half-brother,  Philip  II  of  Spain, 
had  schemes  for  his  marrying  Mary  Queen  of  Scots. 

Curwood,  James  Oliver.  The  Alaskan.  Ujr  1923  AFB  Read  by  Jim  Denver 
An  adventure  story.  The  story  opens  on  board  a  steamer  en  route  from  Seattle  to 
Nome. 

Dostoyevski,  Fiodor  M,  Crime  and  punishment,  36r  2  pts  AFB  Read  by 
Alexander  Scburby 

The  famous  Russian  classic,  A  subtle  and  powerful  psychological  study,  revolving 
about  one  incident— the  murder  of  an  old  woman,  a  money-lender,  and  her  sister,  by 
a  student  in  St.  Petersburg.  Also  available  in  braille. 
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Eichelberger,  Robert  L,  Our  jungle  road  to  Tokyo.  In  collaboration  with 
Milton  MacKaye.  20r  1950  AFB  Read  by  Eugene  Earl 

Lt.  General  Eichelberger  arrived  in  Australia  in  the  early  days  of  the  war  in  the 
Pacific  and  commanded  American  Forces  in  that  theater  up  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
This  is  his  blow  by  blow  description  of  the  fighting  which  led.„from  New  Guinea  to 
the  Philippines.  Library  Journal 

James,  Henry.  The  portrait  of  a  lady.  l*lr  3  pts  AFB  Read  by  John  Knight 
A  character  study  of  a  young  American  woman  in  contact  with  the  sophisticated  charact- 
ers and  conditions  of  European  society.  Also  available  in  braille. 

Kennedy,  Margaret.  Constant  nymph,  19r  I92I4.  APR"  Read  by  James  Baskerville 
A  picture  of  genius  and  the  children  of  genius.  The  genius  is  Herbert  Sanger, 
musician  extraordinary.  His  children  are  known  as  Sanger's  circus.  The  book 
chronicles  their  joyous  and  other  adventures. 

Oppenheim,  E.  P.  Channay  syndicate,  llir  1925  APH  Read  by  Kenneth  Meeker 
A  mystery  story. 

Sabatini,  Rafael.  The  gamester.  23r  1950  NIB  Read  by  John  Marsh 
A  historical  novel,  tracing  an  amazing  episode  in  the  life  of  John  Law,  Scotch 
economist,  gambler  and  financial  wizard. 

Schweitzer,  Albert.  The  philosophy  of  civilization.  Translation.  2Ur  2  pts 
19U9  AFB  Read  by  Kermit  Murdock 

New,  one-volume,  American  reprint  of  author's  famous  work,  originally  the  Dale 
Memorial  lectures  at  Oxford  in  1922. 

Stout,  Rex.  Three  doors  to  death;  a  Nero  Wolfe  threesome.  12r  1950  APH 
Read  by  George  Patterson 
Three  novelettes  describing  some  of  Nero  Wolfe's  cases, 

Vidal,  Gore.  A  search  for  the  king;  a  12th  century  legend.  12r  1950  AFB 
Read  by  Emmett  Rogers 

A  novel  based  on  the  search  of  Blondel  for  King  Richard  the  Lionhearted  as  narrated 
in  the  thirteenth  century  chronicle  of  Rheims. 

Wilson,  Dorothy.  Prince  of  Egypt.  28r  2  pts  19U9  AFB  Read  by  Norman  Rose 
Novel  based  on  the  life  of  Moses,  from  the  time  of  his  youth  spent  in  the  Egyptian 
Court,  through  the  days  of  his  discovery  of  his  true  identity,  and  his  two  marriages, 
up  to  the  time  when  he  led  the  children  of  Israel  out  of  Egypt. 

Braille  Cookbooks  Available  for  Purchase 

Cox,  L.V,  103  selected  recipes,  lv  Grade  lj  &1.50  plus  200  postage.  (Also 

mimeographed  inkprint  edition,  l;O0  plus  100  postage)  APH 
Everyday  recipes.  2v  $1.85  HP 
Fisher,  M.F.K.  How  to  cook  a  wolf,  2v  OU.OO  HP 
Home  made  candies,  150  New  lork  Association  for  the  Blind,  111  East  59  Street, 

New  York,  N.Y. 

Hooper  and  Langan.  braille  cookbook  (includes  pamphlet  of  gummed  labels  for 

staples,  etc.),  lv  $U.OO  (Also  mimeographed  inkprint  edition,  $2.65  plus  200 

postage)  APH 

Lee,  Evelyn,  Evelyn  Lee's  cook  book,  8th  edition.  2v  (3rade  lg  07.00  BIA 
One  hundred  cookie  recipes.  500  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 
Recipes.  Ladies'  Auxiliary  of  Lions  Club  cookbook.  Grade  lj  85/*  CPH 
Selections  from  the  pocket  cookbook.  £>1.00  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 
Twelve  penny-pinching  main  dishes.  100  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 
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CONRAD  (MICHAEL)  RICHTER 
From  "Current  Biography" 

The  1951  Pulitzer  Prize  in  letters  "for  a  distinguished  novel,  preferably- 
dealing  with  American  life,  by  an  American  author,"  was  awarded  to  Conrad  Richter 
for  "The  Town."  This  novel  is  the  concluding  volume  of  a  trilogy,  begun  with  "The 
Trees"  (191*0)  and  continued  with  "The  Fields"  0-9U6),  which  traces  the  cycle  of 
pioneer  experience  on  the  Ohio  frontier  from  post-Revolutionary  days  up  to  the  time 
of  the  Civil  War*  By  19!?1  Richter  had  written  nine  books  altogether,  seven  novels 
and  two  collections  of  short  stories,  all  of  which  are  concerned  with  various  as- 
pects of  early  American  life.  Before  devoting  his  full  time  to  authorship,  he  was 
engaged  in  newspaper  work  in  Pennsylvania. 

Conrad  Michael  Richter  was  born  in  Pine  Grove,  Pennsylvania,  on  October  13,  18S0. 
"My  father,  grandfather,  uncle,  and  great-uncles  were  preachers,"  he  has  said  in 
"Twentieth  Century  Authors."  "Their  fathers,  however,  had  been  tradesmen,  soldiers, 
country  squires,  blacksmiths,  and  farmers,  and  I  think  in  my  passion  for  early 
American  life  and  people  I  am  a  throwback  to  these."  After  his  father  became  a 
minister,  young  Conrad  grew  up  in  a  score  of  different  villages  and  mountain  settle- 
ments in  the  northern  and  central  sections  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  brought 
into  contract  with  many  families  who  were  descended  from  pioneers.  He  listened 
eagerly  to  their  tales  of  bygone  days,  and  in  his  own  home  throughout  his  boyhood 
he  heard  stories  of  early  life,  both  Eastern  and  Western, 

Richter 's  education  was  limited  to  two  years  at  Susquehanna  Academy  and  the  time 
needed  to  finish  public  high  school.  Graduating  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  immediate- 
ly went  to  work  driving  a  wagon  team  over  the  mountains  of  Schuykill  County.  There 
followed  a  variety  of  jobs— in  a  machine  shop,  a  coal  breaker,  and  a  small- town 
bank?  he  also  clerked,  pitched  hay,  worked  as  a  timberman,  and  sold  magazine  sub- 
scriptions. However,  after  reading  a  series  of  articles  on  newspapermen  in  the 
"Bookman,"  he  realized  what  he  wanted  to  do.  His  first  venture  into  the  journalistic 
field  was  as  a  country  correspondent  for  a  Philadelphia  daily.  Then,  in  1909  he 
joined  the  staff  of  the  Johnstown  (Pennsylvania)  "Journal"  as  a  reporter ;   and,  at 
I  \the  age  of  nineteen,  he  was  editing  the  "Weekly  Courier"  at  Patton  in  the  same  State. 
In  1910  he  became  a  reporter  on  the  Pittsburgh  "Dispatch,"  and  later  reported  for 
the  Johnstown  "Leader."  He  next  went  to  Cleveland,  where  during  1912-1913  he 
served  as  a  private  secretary. 

While  in  Cleveland,  Richter  had  his  first  fiction  story  accepted,  about  1913, 
by  the  late  editor  Robert  Hobart  Davis.  It  was  also  during  his  stay  there  that  he 
wrote  another  story,  "Brothers  of  No  Kin,"  which  appeared  in  the  April  191U  issue 
of  the  "Forum."  This  story  was  selected  by  Edward  J,  O'Brien,  in  his  annual  summary 
for  the  "Boston  Transcript,"  as  the  best  short  story  of  that  year,  and  it  was 
later  reprinted  in  a  number  of  papers.  Editors  suddenly  began  asking  Richter  for 
more  of  his  work.  "It  was  the  sort  of  opportunity  no  youth  today  would  fail  to  gras$ 
he  has  recalled,  "But  I  was  too  young,  and  callow  and  too  stubborn."  When  the 
"Forum"  ^3  publisher,  Mitchell  Kennerley,  gave  him  a  check  of  twenty-five  dollars  for 
"Brothers  of  No  Kin,"  he  said  to  himself:  "If  this  was  what  one  got  for  the  'best1 
story  of  the  year,  I  had  better  stick  to  business  and  write  in  my  spare  time  only 
the  type  of  story  which  would  fetch  a  fair  price,  which  I  did," 
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After  a  brief  sojourn  in  the  West,  Richter  returned  to  his  home  town  of  Pine 
Grove,  There  he  began  writing  children's  stories  for  "John  Martin's  Book,"  turning 
out  the  first  serial  that  magazine  ever  printed.  Later  he  became  a  small  publisher 
and  launched  his  own  children's  periodical,  "Junior  Magazine  Book,"  Using  a  dozen 
pseudonyms,  he  wrote  each  issue  in  its  entirety,  including  the  verse  and  advertise- 
ments. The  magazine  was  discontinued  at  the  time  of  World  War  I,  In  192U  twelve 
of  his  stories  were  reprinted  in  book  form  as  "Brothers  of  No  Kin,  and  Other  Stories," 
Reviewing  the  collection  for  the  New  York  "Herald  Tribune,"  Isabel  Pater  son  found 
the  title  s*tory  "considerably  above  the  popular  level $  the  others  are  equally  far 
beneath  it,"  Four  years  later,  Richter  sold  his  small  business  and  went  West  to 
live  in  New  Mexico  and  bordering  States. 

In  the  winter  of  1933*  Richter  has  said,  he  decided  to  break  a  fifteen-year-old 
resolution  by  writing  the  best  fiction  of  which  he  was  capable.  Ever  since  he  moved 
to  the  Southwest  he  had  been  methodically  collecting  "a  shelf  of  first-hand  notes 
from  original  sources,"  including  early  rare  books,  the  files  of  old  newspapers, 
and  the  manuscripts,  letters,  diaries,  and  other  personal  records  left  by  the  early 
v  settlers  of  that  region.  But  the  bulk  of  his  material  was  gathered  from  talks 
-)  with  old  men  and  women  who  had  lived  through  the  early  days  and  who  spent  many  hours 
with  Richter  bringing  to  light  details  and  authenticities.  As  a  result  of  this 
research,  he  began  writing  a  series  of  stories  on  frontier  life  in  the  old  Southwest, 
which  first  appeared  in  the  "Saturday  Evening  Post"  and  "Ladies1  Home  Journal." 
When  nine  of  them  were  collected  into  a  book  in  1936  under  the  title  "Early  Americana, 
and  Other  Stories,"  they  received  much  favorable  attention  from  the  reviewers.  "The 
qualities  which  set  these  stories  apart  from  the  two-gun  epics  of  the  pulp  magazines 
and  Hollywood  horse  operas,"  declared  Dayton  Kohler  in  the  "English  Journal,"  "are 
precisely  those  which  distinguish  Richter  as  a  writer:  restraint,  selectiveness,  a 
use  of  surface  details  scattered  with  apparent  casualness  and  a  close  narrative 
structure  which  gives  these  details  meaning." 

"Tne  Sea  of  Grass"  (1937),  Richter's  first  novel,  was  initially  serialized  in 
the  "Saturday  Evening  Post"  and  later  made  into  a  motion  picture.  Again  utilizing 
the  source  materials  of  his  research,  he  depicted  the  conflict  between  the  cattle- 
i  ,  men  and  homesteaders  for  the  possession  of  the  free  range  in  New  Mexico  and  Texas 
between  1885  and  1910,  Critical  verdicts  were  mixed,  and  several  reviewers  found 
it  reminiscent  in  some  degree  of  Willa  Cather's  "A  Lost  Lady,"  In  his  second  novel, 
"The  Trees"  (I9ii0),  Richter  turned  for  the  first  time  to  his  own  family  legends  to 
tell  the  story  of  a  pioneer  family  that  migrated  from  Pennsylvania  into  the  fores ^ 
wilderness  of  the  land  west  of  the  Alleghenies  and  north  of  the  Ohio  River  near 
the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Winning  widespread  critical  acclaim,  this  novel 
was  the  March  19U0  Book-of-the-Month  Club  selection,  and,  according  to  "Publishers' 
Weekly,"  has  sold  more  copies  than  any  of  his  other  works.  Max  Gissen,  in  the 
"New  Republic,"  described  it  as  a  story  of  "great  strength  and  beauty,"  that  it 
marked  "the  maturity  of  Richter's  fine  talent," 

Richter  returned  to  the  Southwest  setting  in  "Tacey  Cromwell"  (19U2),  a  short 
novel  about  a  good  "bad"  woman  in  an  Arizona  mining  town  during  the  early  1900' s. 
A  reviewer  for  the  "Nation"  concluded  that  "successful  local  color  cannot  compensate 
for  a  novel  so  cinema tically  conceived."  In  the  foreward  to  "The  Free  Man"  (19U3), 
a  tale  of  a  German  immigrant  who  joined  in  the  fight  against  the  British  at  the  time 
of  the  American  Revolution,  Richter  states:  "Perhaps  in  an  understanding  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Dutch,  their  loyalty  to  democracy  and  their  love  of  peace,  may  be 
found  the  secret  of  a  peaceful  Europe  in  the  years  to  come."  Most  reviewers  thought 
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this  novel  did  not  measure  up  to  his  earlier  books.  With  "The  Fields"  (19U6),  a 
sequel  to  "The  Trees,"  Richter  carried  forward  his  story  of  the  conquest  of  the 
Ohio  frontier  through  its  second  stage,  in  the  early  l800«s,  when  the  forests  had 
been  cleared  and  the  land  turned  into  farms.  "Seldom  in  fiction  has  the  atmosphere 
of  another  age  been  so  completely  realized,"  wrote  Orville  Prescott,  in  the  "Yale 
Review." 

Drawing  on  his  own  recollections  of  his  native  town,  Richter  next  published 
"Always  Young  and  Fair"  (1°U7),  a  psychological  study  which  has  as  its  scene  a 
Pennsylvania  town  at  the  turn  of  the  present  century.  "As  an  exercise  in  evoking 
the  spirit  of  a  small  town  steeped  in  a  tranquillity  that  has  departed  from  us 
forever,  the  narrative  is  most  felicitous,"  was  the  judgment  of  the  "New  Yorker 
reviewer.  In  "The  Town"  (19^0),  the  "longest  and  most  complex  story  of  the  threej* 
Richter  completed  his  trilogy,  depicting  the  rise  of  an  industrial  community  on  the 
site  of  the  first  tiny  settlement  in  the  Ohio  wilderness.  According  to  Walter  Van 
Tilburg  Clark," the  unique  rapidity  of  American  evolution  toward  the  urban"  permitted 
the  author  to  include  all  three  phases  of  the  development  of  the  frontier  within 
Tv  the  lifetime  of  the  trilogy's  central  character,  "both  as  an  example  of  the  effects 
'    of  the  process  upon  the  individual  and  as  a  focus  for  reflection  upon  the  social 
results."  "It  cannot  be  doubted,"  he  summed  up,  "that  the  trilogy  was  conceived 
entire,  and  the  resultant  continuity  of  purpose  is  admirably  sustained  in  matter 
and  manner."  On  May  7,  1951,  announcement  of  the  Pulitzer  Prize  winners  revealed 
that  Richter  had  received  the  $500  award  for  "The  Town"  as  "the  most  distinguished 
fiction  published  in  book  form"  during  the  previous  year. 

The  novelist  has  received  the  gold  medal  for  literary  achievement  from  the 
Society  for  the  Libraries  of  New  York  University  (I9k2)j  an  honorary  Litt.D.  degree 
from  Susquehanna  University  (19UU)j  and  the  Ohioana  Medal  (19U7).  Organizations  in 
which  he  holds  membership  include  the  P.  E.  N.  Club  and  the  Authors'  League.  On 
March  2ii,  1915,  he  married  Harvena  Maria  Achenbach,  also  a  native  of  Pine  Grove; 
they  have  one  daughter,  Harvena,  He  divides  his  time  between  Pine  Grove  and  the 
West.  Among  his  favorite  forms  of  recreation  are  travel,  botany,  and  walking. 

f%  Editor* s  note:  Among  the  author's  books  the  following  are  in  braille  or 

Talking  Book  form: 

Always  Young  and  Fair  lv  APH 

Early  Americana  and  Other  Stories  3v  BIA 

Early  Marriage  lv  Carbondale 

The  Fields  12r  APH 

Free  Man  6r  APH 

Frontier  Woman  lv  Carbondale 

Sea  of  Grass  2v  Sacramento,  Saginaw 

Tacey  Cromwell  3v  Iowa  State  Library 

The  Trees  Uv  BIA 

The  Trees  lUr  APH 
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Hand-copied  Books 


Barnes,  M.  C.  Passionate  brood.  lv    19k!?  Philadelphia 
A  historical  novel  based  on  the  life  of  Richard  Plantagenet,  beginning  with  the  day 
when  the  minstrel  Blondel  joined  his  services. 

Beaty,  J.  Y.  Story  pictures  of  farm  foods,  lv  Grade  l|  19l(l  Philadelphia 
Juvenile  non-fiction. 

Cavanna,  Betty.  A  girl  can  dream.  3v  19U8  NYPL 
Story  of  a  high-school  girl  and  how  life  changed  for  her  when,  as  the  prize  in  an 
essay  writing  contest,  she  won  a  block  of  flying  lessons. 

Clunk,  J.  F.  Open  letter  to  my  newly  blinded  friend  in  the  Armed  Forces,  lv 
Grade  lj  New  Orleans  Recently  added  to  Philadelphia  Also  available  in  Talking  Book 

Esperanto  text:  "Nia  vivo"  September  and  December  19!?0  issues  of  the  magazine. 
Philadelphia 

Fryer,  Douglas,  and  Henry,  E.  N,,  editors.  An  outline  of  general  psychology. 
7v  1937  NYPL 

Hughes,  R.  0.  Civic  training.  6v  1933,  193h    NYPL 

Hutton,  Graham.  Midwest  at  noon.  7v  19U6  LC  Recently  added  to  NY  Guild 
The  author,  an  Englishman s  came  to  the  American  midwest  in  1937,  where  he  spent 
the  next  five  years  as  director  of  the  Office  of  British  Information.  His  book 
embodies  his  impressions  of  the  life  of  our  middle  west,  and  is  a  comparison  of  that 
life  with  life  in  other  parts  of  the  United  States  and  Europe. 

Ingram,  K.  C,  Winning  your  way  with  people.  %v    19h9     Chicago 
In  these  true  stories  of  success  and  failure,  of  joy  and  tragedy,  are  found  certain 
clues  to  why  people  act  as  they  do, 

Kauffmann, Stanley.  The  hidden  hero.  £v  19U9  NYPL 
A  novel  about  a  man  and  a  woman  who  each  must  make  a  kind  of  atonement  and  reassertion 
for  past  cowardice o  The  scene  is  Mexico  and  Connecticut, 

Kerr,  Sophie.  As  tall  as  pride.  5v  1950  NY  Guild 
Rome  Whit ten  was  so  small  in  stature  that  it  was  a  reproach  to  him,  but  he  ruled  the 
small  town  where  he  lived.  His  lack  of  self-control  brings  on  tragedy. 

Kramer,  Herbert  G.  Crucified  with  Christ.  f>v  Xavier 
Here  are  eight  persons  whose  lives  were  an  exemplification  of  the  Christian  attitude. 
The  author  brings  to  this  book  not  only  the  wide  experience  of  a  spiritual  director 
in  a  center  of  lay  spirituality,  but  that  of  a  former  prison  chaplain  and  Youth 
Organizer  as  well.  Xavier 

Latin  text:  Scott,  H.,  and  others.  Using  Latin.  8v  19U8  NYPL 

Maugham,  W.  Somerset.  Rain,  lv  Grade  l|  19hl  Philadelphia  Fiction 

Melady,  Thomas  S.  Saints  for  home  and  school.  !?v  Xavier 
Young  readers,  who  want  stories  read  to  them,  and  even  adults,  will  delight  in  these 
sure-to-be-remembered  lives  of  forty  saints  of  the  Church.  Every  page  contains  a 
wonderful  new  story  experience.  Xavier 

Miller,  Helen  T.  Born  strangers;  a  chronicle  of  two  families.  £v  19U9 

HI  Guild 

A  novel  based  on  the  stories  of  the  author's  own  ancestors,  living  in  Michigan  in  the 

18U0*s. 

Porter,  Ella  W.  Footprints  on  the  sand.  2v  19U9  LC  Recently  added  to  the 

NY  Guild 

Robbins,  Harold,  Pseudonym.  The  dream  merchants.  8v  19U9  NY  Guild  Recently 
added  to  NYPL 
A  novel  based  on  the  rise  of  the  motion  picture  industry. 
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Sheen,  Fulton  J,  Peace  of  soul,  $v    19k9    Xavier  Recently  added  to  NY  Guild 
The  book  is  a  frank  and  forceful  plea  for  converts  to  the  Catholic  faith.  Not  only 
Catholics  but  all  who  are  interested  in  discovering  what  is  the  point  of  view  of  one 
of  our:. leading  Catholic  thinkers  will  be  interested  in  this  book.  Kirkus 

Sherwood,  Robert  E.  Roosevelt  and  Hopkins.  19v  19l*8  NY  Guild  Available  as 
a  Talking  Book 

The  author,  who  was  a  friend  of  both  Roosevelt  and  Hopkins,  has  used  some  forty  filing 
cases  of  papers  left  by  the  latter  as  a  basis  for  this  study.  "This  book  is  a  triumph 
in  the  difficult  field  of  contemporary  history.  In  years  to  come  it  will  be  a  basic 
work  for  all  who  seek  to  understand  the  age  of  Roosevelt."  Arthur  Schlesinger,  Jr. 

Spanish  text:  Agostini  de  del  Rio  and  others.  Lecturas  hispanicas.  6v  19  U6 
Philadelphia 
Conversation  and  phrase  books;  chrestomathies  and  readers. 

Spanish  textr  Aiken,  Riley,  and  Miller,  M.M.  A  Mexico  boy.  With  contractions. 
£v  19h3    Philadelphia 
Chrestomathies  and  readers;  travel  in  Mexico, 

Spanish  text:  Barlow,  J.W.,  and  Kagey,  Rudolph.  Noche  oscura  en  Lima.  2v 
)  19hh    Philadelphia 
Chrestomathies  and  readers. 

Talbot,  B.B.  And  that's  no  lie.  3v  191*6  NYPL  Recently  added  to  Philadelphia 
Mrs.  Talbot  tells  the  story  of  her  hired  man,  an  Irishman.  It  is  the  autobiography  of 
a  man  who  has  spent  thirty-six  happy  years  in  the  States  and  twenty-six  equally  happy 
years  in  Ireland.  It  is  an  exhilarating  breath  of  bracing  Irish  air. 

Taylor,  Elizabeth*  A  wreath  of  roses,  kv    19k9    Chicago 
A  novel  of  a  summer  holiday  in  rural  England. 

Thompson,  Blanche  J,  With  harp  and  lute,  2v  Xavier 
In  this  book  are  some  of  the  choice  church  treasures  as  well  as  some  of  the  finest 
of  present  day  Catholic  verse.  There  are  poems,  too,  by  writers  of  other  faiths. 
This  book  will  be  welcomed  by  all  Catholic  children  and  by  poetry  lovers  of  every 
faith.  Xavier 

Trueblood,  David  E.  Common  ventures  of  life;  marriage,  birth,  work  and  death. 

2v  19U9  LC 

Trueblood1 s  thesis  is  that  religion  should  deal  with  the  whole  of  life;  not  with 
#  )  just  a  segment  of  it.  This  book  is  designed  to  help  people  within  and  without  the 
church  to  face  some  of  life's  more  significant  experiences  in  the  light  of  a  vital 
Christian  faith. 

Van  Siller,  Hilda,  pse.udonym.  Paul's  apartment*  Uv  19U8  LC  Detective  story 

Waugh,  Evelyn.  Helena,  by    Xavier 
Little  is  known  of  Helena  except  that  she  was  the  mother  of  Constantine  the  Great  and 
that  in  old  age  she  made  her  historic  pilgrimage  to  Palestine.  Evelyn  Waugh  has 
worked  for  several  years  on  this  novel  based  upon  St.  Helena's  Life,  Xavier 

Weitenkampf ,  Frank.  Manhattam  kaleidescope,  5v  19U7  NYPL 
Reminiscences  of  New  York  City  over  a  period  from  the  1870' s  to  the  present.  The 
author,  who  was  for  many  years  curator  of  prints  at  the  NYPL,  was  born  in  Broome 
Street  in  1886.  In  these  pages,  he  sets  down  his  memories  of  New  York  streets,  its 
indoor  life,  its  entertainments,  and  its  changes  as  they  appeared  to  his  observant 
eyes. 
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Wescott,  Glenway.  The  pilgrim  hawk,  a  love  story.  2v  19^0  LC 
The  scene  is  France  and  the  story  relates  to  the  strange  events  of  one  day. 

West,  Rebecca.  The  meaning  of  treason.  6v  1°U7  NY  Guild 
Studies  of  British  traitors  during  the  last  war.  The  permanent  value  of  the  book  lies 
in  the  study  of  the  factors  behind  the  various  forms  treason  tookj  and  in  the  bril- 
liance of  the  style. 

Wheelright,  Jere.  The  wolfshead.  7v  l°li.0  Chicago 
A  romance  of  adventures  on  the  high  seas  during  Mary  Tudor' s  reign.  It  ends  with 
the  accession  of  Elizabeth.  Sufficient  action  and  a  love  story  which  adds  color  to 
the  plot  although  it  is  not  its  main  feature. 

Wilder,  Laura  I.  Fanner  boy.  $v    1933  Detroit 
Life  on  a  farm  in  northern  Mew  York  State  some  60  or  70  years  ago, 

Wilson,  William  E.  Creseent  City,  a  novel.  8v  19)47  LC 
The  story  of  the  growth  of  a  middle-western  town  from  1912  to  the  present,  with  a 
newspaper  editor  as  hero. 
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BRAILLE  BOOK  REVIEW,  September,  1951 

Book  Announcements 
Press-made  Books 

All  press-made  or  Talking  Books  here  noted  are  provided  by  the  Federal  Government. 
Copies  o?  these  government-supplied  books  are  placed  in  the  twenty-six  regional 
Sbraries  which  ferve  the  blind,  A  list  of  these  libraries  appears  regularly  in 
the  January  and  June  numbers  of  the  magazine,  „._._,  of 

Readers  are  required  to  borrow  books  from  the  library  designated  by  the  Library  of 
Congress  to  serve  their  respective  territories. 

In  the  list  which  follows,  the  first  book  notation  in  every  instance  should  be 
credited  to  the  Book  Review  Digest  unless  another  source  is  given. 

Albrand  Martha,  pseudonym.  Wait  for  the  dawn.  3v  1950  BIA 
A  nTve L  sef  in pcXwarVani  about  Christine  whose  father  "  ^£™  J£™ 
and  her  mother  killed  by  a  mob,  the  author  attempts  to  bring  the  political  struggles 

of  the  period  to  life.  „ 

,-    Atherton,  Gertrude.  The  immortal  marriage,  5v  1927  OFii  . ,  .  rt 

Ancient  Greece  and  the  Age  of  Pericles  come  alive  in  this  retelling  of  the  historic 
love  story  of  Pericles  and  Aspasia, 

Benchley,  Nathaniel,  Side  street.  3v  1950  BiA 
A  humorous  novel  describing  the  hilarious  activities  of  two  New  York  City  families 
living  in  a  pair  of  -Joined  brownstone  houses.  .  ,  ,i  ,nno  /„  .. 

Brooks,  Mrs.  Everett  W.,  compiler.  Way  to  salvation,  lv  Grade  1*  1902  (Not 
a  publication  of  the  U0S.  Government) 

v  Chase,  Mary  Ellen,  A  goodly  heritage.  2v  1932  HP 
Miss  Chasers  goodly  heritage  was  her  birth  and  upbringing  in  a  Maine  coast  town 
during  the  Nineties-a  happy,  hardy  life  in  a  house  of  integrity,  governed  by  a 

Puritan  and  cultured  tradition.  4..«„t  „,,4,aQ  *»«■*. 

Dunbar,  Helen  Flanders.  Your  child's  mind  and  body?  a  practical  guide  for 

DrIGr^barf  a  psychiatrist,  answers  many  questions  which  can  be  used+aSQ%f^J;0 
the  care  and  raising  of  both  parents  and  children.  A  sane  approacn  to  a  field  be- 
set by  the  conflicting  opinions  of  experts, 

^Ellsberg,  Edx/ard,  No  banners,  no  bugles.  5y  1949  W* 
A  continuation  of  the  author's  war  service  begun  in  "Under  *»**£/"*»•  .T*£ 
book  covers  salvage  work  done  in  Mediterranean  ports.  Although  the  writing  is  not 
exceptional,  the  people  and  the  technical  skill  described  are  interesting. 

Evans,  Evan.  Sawdust  and  sixguns.  3v  1927  APH  A  Western  saga. 

Felton,  Harold  W.  Pecos  Bill,  Texas  cowpuncher,  lv  1949  BlA      ... 
The  old  legends  of  Pecos  Bill  are  woven  into  one  narrative  in  a  fresh  entertaining 
manner.  The  book  is  vigorously  written  and  the  restrained  humor  excellently  suited 
to  the  tall  tale.  A  book  which  older  boys  and  girls  will  enjoy  as  well  as  adults. 

Field,  Peter.  Powder  Valley  ambush.  2v  1950  APH  A  Western  novel. 

Foley,  Martha,  editor.  The  best  American  short  stories,  1948.  4v  19f  Jf 
A  collection  of  twenty-eight  short  stories.  All  of  them  excellent  reading,  whether 
they  are  the  best  or  not0  San  Francisco  Chronicle      _ 

Frank,  Mary  and  Lawrence  K.  How  to  help  your  child  in  school,  5v  195U  At-n 
Two  experts  in  family  guidance  have  written  this  book  based  on  their  knowledge  and 
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experience.  Yet  the  book  is  written  simply  enough  to  be  understood  by  everyone, 

Fun  fare,  a  treasury  of  Reader's  Digest  wit  and  humor j  selected  by  the  editors 
of  the  Reader's  Digest  in  collaboration  with  Bob  Hope,  Bennett  Cerf  and  others, 
5v  194-9  APH 

Gardner,  Erie  Stanley,  The  case  of  the  musical  cow,  3v  1950  APH  Detective 
story, 

Gilbert  Michael,  Smallbone  deceased,  3v  1950  NIB  Panda  #136.  Available 
in  NYPL  (Not  a  publication  of  the  U.S.  Government)  Detective  story, 

Gilbert,  Virginia.  Virginia  reel,  2v  1950  HP 
Virginia  Gilbert  tells  the  story  of  her  ingenious  mother  who  raised  three  daughters 
in  a  small  Virginia  town,  for  whom  economic  insecurity  did  not  prevent  a  normal 
attitude  toward  life, 

-  Howard,  Sidney,  Yellow  Jack,  lv  1934  HP 
A  play  about  Walter  Reed,  Based  on  information  from  Paul  de  Kruif's  book  "Microbe 
Hunters , " 

James,  Henry,  The  ambassadors,  4v  1903  HP 
Henry  James  regarded  this  book  as  his  best  constructed  novel.  Strether,  the  chief 
ambassador,  is  sent  to  England  by  the  wealthy  queen  of  a  Philistine  town  in  New 
England  to  rescue  her  son.  But  the  rescuer's  eyes  are  opened  to  a  beauty  of  a  world 
that  had  made  Ch?.d,  the  fugitive,  into  one  of  James'  perfect  men, 

Jennings,  John  E,  The  sea  eagles,  4v  1950  BIA 
A  historical  novel  about  the  American  Navy  during  the  revolution.  The  novel  is 
standard  fare  as  to  plot  and  writing,  but  is  at  its  best  when  describing  ships  at 
sea, 

Jones,  E.  Stanley,  Way  to  power  and  poise.  5v  1949  CPH 

Kennedy,  Lucy.  The  sunlit  field.  5v  1950  APH 
A  wistful  and  comic  novel  which  tells  the  story  of  Po  O'Reilly,  a  girl  from  Ireland  , 
and  her  New  England  boyfriend  who  found  an  exciting  life  following  the  game  of 
baseball  in  Brooklyn  in  the  late  1850' s. 

/.  Koestler,  Arthur.  Promise  and  fulfillment:  Palestine  1917-1949.  5v  1949  CPH 
A  book  in  three  parts  dealing  with  the  philosophical  and  psychological  history  of 
the  years  preceding  the  end  of  the  British  mandate?  events  in ihe  first  eight  months 
of  the  State  of  Israel;  general  observations  on  language,  religion,  culture, 
politics,  etc.  The  book  is  open  to  controversy,  for  while  the  author  is  fully  in 
sympathy  with  the  goals  of  Zionism,  he  criticizes  the  leadership  and  the  inflexible 
line  of  tradition, 

Lancaster,  Bruce,  Phantom  fortress,  4v  1950  BIA 
A  historical  novel  set  in  the  South  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  author's 
knowledge  of  this  period  is  used  to  advantage  in  this  fast-moving  old-fashioned 
romance, 

Lincoln,  Victoria  E.  Celia  Amberley,  4v  1949  CPH 
A  novel  which  is  a  detailed  character  study  of  the  heroine  from  the  age  of  four 
to  her  early  twenties,  A  leisurely  probing  novel, 

MacDonald,  Alexander,  Bangkok  editor,  3v  1949  BIA 
Mr,  MacDonald  requested  the  Navy  to  release  him  from  active  duty  in  Bangkok  where 
he  had  decided  to  establish  a  newspaper.  The  bulk  of  the  book  describes  the  every- 
day problems  of  such  a  venture 0  Mixed  reviews, 

Mackenzie,  Corapton*  The  monarch  of  the  glen.  4v  1951  APH 
Humorous  novel,  in  which  a  fiery- tempered  Scotch  laird  discovers  hikers  camping  on   .--, 
his  lands  and  takes  stern  measures 0  The  hikers  resent  being  shut  up  in  the  castle 
dungeon  and  retaliate. 
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Miller,  Helen  Topping.  The  horna  of  Capricorn.  4v  1950  APH 
A  romantic  story  set  in  North  Carolina  at  the  turn  of  the  century.  It  concerns 
Lydia  Keeling  and  her  two  daughters  who  inherit  a  property  in  North  Carolina.  It 
is  a  nice  light  novel  sure  to  please  Mrs.  Miller1 s  devotees.  K^& 

^  Moyzisch,  L,C.  Operation  Cicero,  with  a  postscript  by  Franz  Von  Papen;  trans-  uj^ 
lated  by  Constantine  Fitzgibbon  and  Heinrich  Fraenkel,  3v  1950  NIB  Panda  ft   135 
Available  in  NYPL  (Not  a  publication  of  the  U.S.  Government) 
Extraordinary  spy  story  of  the  Second  World  War  which  centers  about  the  author, 
an  attache  to  Von  Papen,  German  ambassador  in  Ankara.  The  story  is  so  strange  that 
its  authenticity  was  doubted  until  established  by  Von  Papen  himself.  New  Beacon 

Powers,  Paul  S.  Doc  Dillahay.  3v  1949  BIA  

A  novel  about  a  young  doctor  in  the  Arizona  Territory  in  the  eighties,  Likeable  uX 
though  lacking  particular  distinction, 

Reilly,  Helen.  Staircase  4.  3v  1949  CPH  Detective  story.  * 

Ritner,  Ann,  The  green  bough.  2v  1950  APH 
A  nostalgic  tale  of  family  life  in  a  small  Pennsylvania  town  at  the  turn  of  the 
century.  The  main  characters  are  Mr.  Goodall  and  his  six  children,  v/ith  special 
emphasis  on  the  love  story  of  daughter  Ann  and  Walter  Norris. 

'  -  Robertson,  Archibald  T,  That  old-time  religion.  3v  1950  APH 
The  author  traveled  over  the  United  States  visiting  churches  of  many  denominations 
\/hich  he  vividly  describes.  There  is  also  included  a  history  of  various  sects 
from  their  origins  to  the  present. 

Stone,  Irving,  The  passionate  journey.  4v  1949  CPH 
Another  of  Mr.  Stone's  fictionalized  biographies.  This  one  is  about  John  Noble, 
American  painter, 

Thompson,  Morton.  The  cry  and  the  covenant.  6v  1949  CPH 
A  distinguished  novel  based  on  the  life  of  Dr.  Ignac  Semmelweis,  the  Hungarian 
obstetrician,  who  discovered  that  puerperal  fever  was  caused  by  infection,  and  who 
waged  an  unsuccessful  fight  for  the  use  of  disinfectants.  It  portrays  the  tragedy 
cf ^an  individual  and  the  fundamental  and  unending  conflict  between  idealism  and 

Warren,  Sidney,  Farthest  frontier \   the  Pacific  Northwest,  6v  1949  BIA 
A  book  which  details  the  history  of  the  United  States'  fastest  growing  section. 

Wecter,  Dixon,  editor.  Love  letters  of  Mark  Twain.  5v  1947  CPH  f 

Williams,  Albert  N.  Rocky  mountain  country.  3v  1950  APH 
The  twentieth  title  in  the  American  Folkways  Series.  An  informal  history  which 
emphasizes  the  later  period. 

Transcribers'  Guide  to  Standard  English  Braille 

The  New  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind,  1880  Broadway,  New  York  City,  announces 
that  the  second  edition  of  the  "Transcribers'  Guide  to  Standard  English  Braille" 
by  Bernard  M.  Krebs  is  now  available  for  general  distribution.  Braille  trans- 
cribers, proofreaders  and  teachers  have  found  this  reference  book  on  Standard  English 
Braille  of  real  value  in  their  work.  The  main  feature  of  this  work  is  that  it 
presents  all  the  rules  of  Grade  two  braille  with  necessary  clarifications  on  certain 
of  the  more  obscure  points  in  the  rules,  The  new  edition  of  this  manual  may  be 
purchased  directly  from  the  New  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind  at  $1,00  per  copy. 
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Portuguese  and  Spanish  Braille  Bibles 

The  American  Bible  Sooiety  announces  the  publication  of  the  Gospel  of  Luke  in 
Portuguese  braille.  It  is  believed  that  this  is  the  first  time  that  this  Gospel 
has  appeared  in  Portuguese  braille. 

The  Society  further  announces  that  the  complete  New  Testament  is  now  available 
in  Spanish  braille  in  seven  volumes.  Also  available  in  Spanish  braille  are  the 
Book  of  Psalms  in  two  volumes,  and  Proverbs  through  Song  of  Solomon  in  one  volume. 

For  further  information  about  any  of  these  publications,  direct  all  inquiries 
to  the  American  Bible  Society,  Blind  Department,  4.50  Park  Avenue,  New  York  22,  New 
York. 

Talking  Books 
(These  books  are  provided  by  the  U.S.  Government  unless  otherwise  noted) 

Arnold,  Edwin  Lester,  Phra  the  Phoenician,  28r  2  pts  1913  AFB  Read  by  A 
John  Brewster 

A  fantastic  story  that  recounts  the  adventures  of  Phra  through  recurring  existences 
extending  from  the  earliest  Phoenician  period  to  the  times  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 

Bromfield,  Louis.  Early  autumn,  20r  1926  APH  Read  by  John  Knight  Also 
available  in  braille 

Tnis  novel  won  the  Pulitzer  prize  for  1927.  The  book  is  part  of  a  trilogy  which 
concerns  itself  with  the  problems  of  the  grandchildren  of  pioneers. 

Gather,  Willa.  One  of  ours.  20r  1922  AFB  Read  by  Alexander  Scourby 
A  spiritual  biography  of  a  young  American  brought  up  on  a  Nebraska  farm,  with  a 
mediocre  education,  married  to  a  prim,  passionless  wife,  living  a  life  which  he 
could  not  make  seem  real  until  the  war  saved  him  and  gave  him  something  big  to  do, 
Pulitzer  prize  winner  for  1923.  Fiction  Catalog 

Chanler,  Margaret.  Memory  makes  music.  9r  1949  APH  Read  by  Terry  Hayes 
An  autobiography  describing  the  part  music  has  played  in  the  eighty-five  years  of 

the  author's  life,  _  . 

Chapman,  F.  Spencer.  The  jungle  is  neutral.  29r  2  pts  1949  APH  Read  by 

For  three  years  Col.  Chapman  lived  deep  in  the  Malay  jungle  as  an  irregular  fighter 
behind  the  Japanese  lines.  In  this  book,  he  gives  an  account  of  those  experiences. 

^--Colver,  Alice  Ross.  The  parson.  I6r  1951  AFB  Read  by  John  Knight        A  * 
A  novel  about  a  liberal  minister  who  takes  the  side  of  a  young  high  school  teacher  f 
to  whom  the  town  objects. 

yConsidine,  Bob.  Innocents  at  home.  7r  1950  APH  Read  by  Milton  Met z 
A  sentimental  account  of  the  harrowing  experiences  of  two  New  York  parents  and  their 
obstreperous  offspring, 

/  Cuppy,  Will.  The  decline  and  fall  of  practically  everybody;  edited  by  Fred  ,\ 
Feldkamp.  llr  1950  AFB  Read  by  Kermit  Murdock  T       i 

Before  he  died  in  1949,  Cuppy  had  sketched  out  and  written  most  of  this  book.  His 
friend,  Fred  Feldkamp,  has  now  edited  the  book  which  is  a  collection  of  humorous 
sketches  of  historical  persons.  A  , 

Davis,  Dorothy  Salisbury.  The  clay  hand.  13r  1950  APH  Read  by  Milton  Metz  ft 

Detective  storv 

'  Fosdick,  Harry  Emerson.  The  man  from  Nazareth®  his  contemporaries  saw  him. 

15r  1949  APH  Read  by  Jean  Clos  A  J  ,   xl 

A  study  of  Jesus'  life,  acts  and  teachings  as  the  author  thinks  they  must  have 

affected  the  lives  and  thoughts  of  those  who  knew  him. 
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r.  v  tto   09t.  iq^A  NIB  Read  by  Arthur  Bush 

rplaygof°Ferranti«S;  Jocelyn  helped  himself  and  others*  john  ^^   ^ 

Grey,  Zane,  The  heritage  of  the  desert,  lor  j.vxu 
Also  available  in  braille     oViav.flP+ftr«  cowbovs.  Mormons  and  Indians e 

his  arch  ene*y,  the  Communist  Peppone,  the* llaje -£*•  Read   John  Cannon  ^ 
^  Hall,  James  *rm«w  The  fa ^^-  ^  "^  early  Polynesians.  The 

A-i^LW-^.^U^^-rSrlr  -chard,  an  JL~ 
iZZZ  STTS  r:1onf  ^r^s^oeess  hut  whose  egotism 

An  entertaining  tale  in  vhieh  diwtat  ^^T^  Bly"  who  purchase 
It  concerns  a  wealthy  widow,  Mrs.  Peel,  and  her  Wend,    y   y,  fl  ^^  ^  itors< 
a  Wyoming  ranch,  and  the  effect  of  the  ranch  on tneir  s  p  Doig 

Hilton,  James.  Morning  journey.  25r  2  pts  J™  f  h  ^  M  of  th8 

In  this  novel  the  author  off  ers  a  persons lly  conducted^ »««,  an.  irish  actress, 
movies  and  the  theater  as  he  unfolds  the  stor: «  «W     air4ctor. 

-  ssssr&r  Bss.rway  x  «»  /^j^s-jisr  p 
rs-c  h^z  s&s  d^r^r^c^  &«..  -  did 

"•     S^^A^SS^SoSSTS;  Ufe  and  times  of  Ta.u  Hse,  1335-1908,    A  < 

7Lr;      ofe     9  rvhq     19A9    AFB    Read  by  John  Knight 
Empress  of  China.     28r     2  pts     1V4V    £-°  *        ,     icked  qualities  of  the 

CMret;T^rr&^Ve"eS^  S-fST  i^U  Information  on  this  * 

^"^s^nenryf  £  AmerfcLf  u'nIB    Read  hy  Alvar  Udell    Available  iu  ft.    F 
NYPL     (Hot'a  publication  of  the  US.     Government)  to  , 

tX^TSS-SS.*0^^  t«  this  social  world  deliver  their 
verdict:     the  engagement  must  be  annulled.  Rex  0IMalley 

Kipling,  Rudyard.     Many  inventions.     21r     2  pts    «fl     *e«*    j 
Also  available  in  braille 

Sh°rtKochf  idrfenne!  "jeffereon  and  Madison,  the  great  collaboration.     16r     1950 
APH    Read  by  William  Gladden  history  of  ideas.     Her 

is  actually  an  amalgam  of  ideas. 
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,/ Lewis,  Alfred  Henry.  Wolfville,  15r  1397  AFB  Read  by  John  Cannon 
Humorous  stories  about  the  inhabitants  of  the  imaginary  towns  of  Uolfville  and  Red 
D™Lonaf  The  stories  are  told  by  the  Old  Cattleman,  a  gentleman  of  leisure, 
tolerance  and  with  a  language  all  his  own* 

McCormack,  Lily.  I  hear  you  calling  me,  13r  1949  AM  Read  by  Terry  Hayes 
a  hw-ranhv  of  John  McCormack,  the  great  Irish  tenor,  written  by  his  wile. 

Mason  Alfred  E.V.  At  the  Villa  Rose.  17r  1910  NIB  Read  by  John  De  Manio 
Available  in  nSl  (ibt  a  publication  of  the  U.S.  Government)  Detective  story. 

Maugham,  W.  Somerset.  Trio.  3r  1950  AFB  Read  by  John  Brewster      ^ 
Three  short  stokes  by  Maugham.  The  movie  by  the  same  name  was  based  on  these 

St0ri5;enheim,  E.  Phillips.  Last  train  out.  15r  1940  APH  Read  by  Alexander 

^adventures  of  an  Englishman,  a  Finnish  man  of  the  world  and  a  young  American 
girl!  In  Vienna on  the   eve  of  World  War  II.  Good  build-up  with  a  violent  surprise 
ending  that  has  been  both  praised  and  damned. 

Paul,  Elliot.  My  old  Kentucky  home.  25r  2  pts  1949  APH  Read  by  Burt 

?he°fSth  in  the  autobiographical  series  recounts  the  author's  year  (1909-1910)  in 
Wsville'where  he  worked  with  a  crew  of  engineers  installing  a  sewer  system. 

Ruesch  Hans.  Top  of  the  world.  12r  1950  APH  Read  by  Milton  Met* 
The  author  tells  aboutPthe  adventures  of  a  primitive  Eskimo  family  with  affection 

^  ^ichier,  Conrad.  The  town.  27r  2  pts  1950  APH  Read  fey  Kenneth  Meeker 
Awarded  1951  Pu^it^;  Prize  in  Letters,  this  novel  is  the  third  in  a  trilogy  about 

^  TheeC  Fulton"  V^teTslk.     19r  1949  APH  Read  by  Duncan  Elliott  Also 

SS^IgES^th.  teachings  of  Marx,  Freud  and  other  modern  "ists"  he  has 
used  them  to'implement  his  arguments.  A  frank  and  forceful  plea  or  conv rts  to 
the  Catholic  faith,  the  book  will  be  of  interest  to  those  who  wish  to  know  the 
point  of  view  of  a  leading  Catholic  thinker. 

Sterling,  Thomas.  The  house  without  a  door,  an  Inner  Sanctum  mystery.  14r 
1950  APH  Read  by  Morris  Flourney  ^j, 

Wilkin^,  Wi  Vaughan.  Once  upon  a  time,  an  adventure,  30r  2  pts  1949  APH 

A^es^e  folttl   in  Eire,  Scotland,  and  an  English  "Jf^"^/™ 
in  jewels  sought  by  ex-Gestapo  members  and  a  missing  lady  set  Captain  Oliver  Gran 
ville  off  on  a  riotous  chase, 

HERMAN  MELVILLE 
From  "American  Authors  1600-1900" 

Herman  Melville  (August  1,  1819-September  28,  1891)  was  born  in  New  York City, 
one  of  eight  children  of  Allan  Melville,  a  merchant  of  Scottish  descent,  and  Maria 
°Sansevoort)  Melville,  of  a  Dutch  "patroon"  family.  The  father  was  from  Massachusetts, 
his  father  being  Major  Thomas  Melville,  one  of  the  "Boston  tea  party"  and  the  "last 
leaf"  of  OliverWendell  Holmes'  poem.  The  mother's  father  was  also  a  ^lutionary 
officer-a  general.  But  all  this  ancestry-Mrs.  Melville  especially  was  a  fanatic 


*r 


-  8  - 

(<nthe  subject— did  not  alter  the  fact  that  Allan  Melville  died  bankrupt  in  1832, 
leaving  his  widow  and  children  without  funds.  Part  of  Herman's  childhood  was  spent 
with  his  Gansevoort  relatives  on  their  prosperous  farm— the  happiest  part,  for  he 
declared  in  later  years  that  his  mother  hated  him,  and  certainly  her  coldness  drove 
him  from  home  before  he  was  seventeen.  He  was  a  quiet,  backward  boy  who  loved  to 
browse  in  his  father's  well  chosen  library  tetter  than  to  prepare  his  ?^ssons  at  the 
Albany  Academy,  which  he  attended  from  eleven  to  fifteen.  By  1E3A  he  was  a  bank 
clerkj  he  tried  farming  and  teaching?  and  then  in  1837  his  destiny  caught  up  with 
him  and  he  shipped  as  a  cabin  boy  on  a  freighter  to  Liverpool *  He  returned  and^ 
became  a  teacher  again  at  Pittsfield  and  East  Albany,  but  the  seawater  was  in  his 
blood,  and  by  1841  he  was  aboard  the  "Acushnet"  bound  for  the  South  Seas.  It  was 
a  momentous  voyage j  out  of  its  experiences  grew  all  his  greatest  books,  from 
"Typee"  to  "Moby  Dick," 

The  cruelty  Melville  experienced  aboard  the  "Acushnet"  drove  him  and  a  com- 
panion to  jump  ship  in  the  Marquesas.  Here  for  four  months  he  was  held  in  a  friendly 
but  determined  captivity  by  the  then  cannibalistic  Polynesians.  He  escaped  finally 
aboard  an  Australian  whaler,  not  without  having  had  to  kill  his  man.  The  whaler 
itself  was  no  paradise,  and  Melville  jumped  ship  again  in  Papeete,  living  and 
working  there  for  a  while  as  a  field  hand.  184-3  found  him  in  Hawaii,  from  which 
he  shipped  as  an  ordinary  ssaraan  on  a  United  States  naval  vessel.  He  was  discharged 
the  next  year  in  Boston,  and  proceeded  to  his  brother's  home  in  Lansingburg,  N.  Y., 
full  to  bursting  with  experiences  and  adventures  such  as  had  never  befallen  any 
American  before. 

The  immediate  results  were  "Typee"  and  "Omoo."  They  were  an  immense  success, 
went  through  frequent  editions,  and  made  Melville  famous  as  "the  man  who  had  lived 
among  cannibals."  They  also  built  up  for  him  a  strong  and  savafee  set  of  enemies— 
the  missionaries  and  their  allies;  for  Melville  saw  the  South  Seas  as  the  home  of 
"strong,  wicked,  beautiful  men"  doomed  to  ruin  by  the  narrow  stupidity  of  the  early 
missions.  Melville's  greatest  work  was  still  to  come,  but  he  had  planted  the  seeds 
of  disaster.  In  another  way  also  he   had  dug  his  own  future;  in  1847  he  married 
Elizafceth  Shaw,  daughter  of  the  chief  justice  of  Massaahusetts.  It  was  a  marriage 
marked  by  the  utmost  loyalty  on  both  sides,  and  complete  lack  of  understanding. 
Neither,  probably,  was  ever  really  happy,  but  to  neither  did  it  occur  to  do  anything 
other  than  stand  by.  Moreover,  in  times  to  come  it  was  only  by  the  generosity  of 
his  father-in-law  that  Melville  was  able  to  live  and  support  his  family.  They  had 
two  boys,  who  died  in  childhood,  and  two  girls,  one  of  whom  survived  both  parents. 

But  Melville's  long  eclipse  was  still  before  him,  In  the  early  days  of  his 
marriage  he  lived  in  New  York,  then  after  a  trip  to  England  to  see  his  British  pub- 
lishers, he  moved  to  a  farm,  "Arrowhead,"  hear  Pittsfield.  This  was  his  home  until 
1863.  Hawthorne  was  living  near  by,  in  Lenox,  in  1850,  and  the  two  men  became  such 
friends  as  was  possible  where  one  was  a  middle-aged  recluse,  the  other  a  young 
admirer,  still  ardent  but  ready  with  a  little  more  disillusionment  to  become  a 
completely  pessimistic  philosopher.  The  collapse  of  his  idealistic  friendship  with 
Hawthorne  was  for  Melville  that  last  disappointment. 

It  was  in  "Arrowhead"  that  Melville's  masterpiece  was  written.  He  himself 
said  "Moby  Dick"  was  "broiled  in  hell  fire,"  and  he  was  on  the  broiler  with  it. 
The  super- labor  of  that  enormous  catharsis,  the  spiritual  evulsion  implied  in  its 
writing,  killed  the  essential  Melville,  though  a  man  lived  in  his  body  and  wrote 
books  in  his  name  for  forty  years  more.  Certainly  it  was  then  that  misfortune 
began  to  dog  him.  "Moby  Dick"  i;as  hailed  with  no  acclaimj  the  reviews  were 
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ludicrous  in  their  lack  of  comprehension,  and  it  was  that  very  year  that  his  pub- 
lishers refused  him  any  further  advance,  since  he  had  already  had  $700  and  was 
unlikely  to  earn  so  much  in  the  future i  Two  years  later  their  plant  burnt  down 
and  the  plates  of  his  books  and  most  of  the  unsold  copies  were  destroyed.  In  1856, 
in  bad  physical  and  nervous  health,  Melville  managed  to  finance  a  journey,  a  sort 
of  pilgrimage  to  Palestine  via  Constantinople  and  Liverpool,  where  Hawthorne  was 
then  consul.  He  was  becoming  increasingly  absorbed  in  a  profound  nysticism  that 
was  half  melancholia,  and  from  which  he  roused  himself  only  to  fruitless  efforts 
to  support  his  household,  Tx/ice  he  appealed  in  vain  for  a  consular  position.  He 
turned"  lecturer,  on  the  South  Seas  and  "the  statuary  of  Rome,"  in  I860  going  as  far 
as  San  Francisco.  The  things  he  was  thinking  and  feeling  grew  increasingly  difficult 
of  expression.  He  said;  "What  I  feel  most  moved  to  write,  that  is  banned — it  will 
not  pay.  Yet,  altogether,  write  the  other  v/ay  I  cannot ,"  In  1863  he  moved  to 
New  York,  the  last  change  of  residence.  He  brought  out  a  few  volumes  of  strangely 
conventional  poetry  ("Clarel,"  the  exception,  was  written  long  before),  and  at  the 
end  of  his  life  he  wrote  again  of  the  sea  in  a  book  not  published  until  long  after 
his  death.  But  actually  he  had  ceased  to  be  a  writer .  "His  literary  life,"  Van 
Wyck  Brcoks  says,  "died  of  inanition,  overstrain,  and  excessive  subjectivity,  as 
well  as  of  neglect,"  But  neglect  is  the  greatest  culprit 6  Melville  might  say  he 
was  "reconciled  to  annihilation,"  but  he  could  no  longer  speak  when  once  he  realized 
there  were  no  ears  to  hear,  A  few  admirers  remained  in  England,  but  in  his  own 
country  he  was  so  completely  forgotten  that  when  he  died  there  was  no  mention  of 
the  event  in  the  current  press.  It  was  not  until  his  centenary,  in  1919,  that 
discerning  critics  opened  the  eyes  of  the  reading  public  to  the  most  neglected  of 
all  American  geniuses, 

The  man  who  had  written  the  only  American  novel  worthy  to  stand  on  the  pinnacle 
with  "Wuthering  Heights,"  the  man  who  might  be  called  the  American  Blake,  spent  his 
life  from  1866  to  1886  as  a  customs  inspector  on  a  wharf  at  the  foot  of — ironically— 
Gansevoort  Street,  Wo  one  knew  him,  he  had  no  friends ,  he  saw  no  one,  Aloof,  pale, 
hollow-eyed,  and  heavily  bearded,  he  went  about  his  work  and  spoke  little.  At 
home  he  sank  deeper  and  deeper  into  the  mazes  of  a  mystical  philosophy  which  had 
now  grown  too  involved  for  utterance.  At  sixty-seven  he  resigned,  his  health  com- 
pletely broken.  His  wife  had  inherited  a  small  fortune,  and  his  services  were  no 
longer  necessary.  He  spent  his  last  years  in  trying  to  reconstruct,  in  "Billy 
Budd,"  the  carefree  days  as  a  United  States  sailor  already  celebrated  in  "Hhite- 
Jaoket." 

Few  authors  are  so  difficult  to  describe  or  evaluate  as  Melville,  His  earliest 
books,  the  two  on  the  South  Seas,  are  pure  romance,  fresh,  exuberant,  exciting. 
They  are  extroverted  Melville,  So  are  the  other  books  of  the  sea,  "Redburn"  and 
"White- Jacket,"  With  "Mardl,"  that  strange  blend  of  Rabelais  and  Thomas  Moore  (Van 
Wyck  Brooks'  interpretation) ?  the  intense  introvert  who  was  the  true  Melville  has 
begun  to  appear.  In  "Pierre"  he  has  arrived0  "Pierre"  is  the  nearest  to  auto- 
biography of  any  of  Melville's  books,  a  strange,  emotional  self-probing  which  to 
the  Philistine  readers  of  its  day  seemed  next  door  to  insanity.  One  or  two  of  the 
short  stories-- "Benito  Cereno"  for  instance — display  the  sombre,  almost  morbid 
power  which  was  Melville's  hallmark  at  his  bestj  a  few  of  his  poems  have  a  certain 
rough  music. 

There  remains  "Moby  Dick,"  and  it  will  remain  while  English  is  a  known  tongue, 
"To  read  "Moby  Dick"  and  absorb  it,"  says  Viola  Meynell,  "is  the  crown  of  one's 
reading  life,"  Its  contemporaries  objected  to  the  technical  information  on  whaling, 
called  it  a  hodge-podge  of  nautical  adventure  and  philosophy,  doubted  Melville's 
long  since  authenticated  facts  of  natural  history.  Now,  in  the  adjusted  light  of 
time,  when  its  imaginative  truth  -and  .greatness  are  no  longer   questionable,  it  is 
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a  book  that  challenges  the  spirit,  for  to  each  the  Great  Xtfiite  Whale  will  have  a 
different  meaning.  Is  he  evil,  is  he  the  soul,  is  he  the  subconscious  as  D,  H. 
Lawrence  thought,  is  he  genius,  is  he  the  devil,  is  he  God?  There  are  as  many 
answers  as  there  are  readers.  But  for  every  reader  there  are  the  wild  beauty,  the 
tragic  energy,  the  splendor,  and  the  depth.  "Moby  Dick"  is  one  of  the  books  that 
may  will  become  a  man's  vade  mecum  and  see  him  through  life  and  death,  read  more 
times  than  memory  serves  but  offering  some  new  richness  with  every  eager  reading* 
It  is  America* s  contribution,  so  far,  to  the  world-novel. 

Editor's  note:  Among  the  author's  books  the  following  are  in  braille  or 
Talking  Book  form: 

Bartleby  the  Scrivener  4.r  AFB 

Benito  Cereno  7r  AFB 

Benito  Cereno  (in  Charles  Welder's  "Short  Novels  of 

the  Masters")  9v  APH 
Billy  Budd  7r  AFB 

The  Encantadas  or  Enchanted  Isles  5r  AFB 
Moby  Dick  39r  AFB 
Moby  Dick  Grade  l|-  7v  APH 
Moby  Dick  Grade  2  7v  APH 
The  Town  Ho's  Story  5r  AFB 
Typee  4v  NIB  (Not  a  publication  of  the  U.S.  Government) 

A  short  biographical  study  of  Melville  appears  in  Henry  Seidel  Canby's  "Classic 
Americans"  7v  APH 

HAND-COPIED  BOOKS 

Allen,  Lee,  The  Cincinnati  Reds  8v  Grade  lj  19U8  Chicago  7! 

A  detailed  history  of  the  Cincinnati  Reds  Baseball  Club  from  the  time  of  their  organ- 
ization as  amateurs  in  1866  to  19U8. 

Annixter,  Paul*  Swiftwater.  3v  19$0  NY  Guild  Also  available  as  a  Talking  4  -7Z_ 
Book  T  /~ 

A  novel  set  in  a  nartbern  Maine  village.  The  story  centers  about  Bucky  Calloway  and 
his  development  into  manhood  through  his  struggle  to  establish  a  sanctuary  for  wild 
geese,  his  love  for  a  girl  and  the  deepening  relationship  to  his  father.  Will  be 
liked  by  older  boys  and  girls  also. 

Bernheim,  Bertram  M.  The  story  of  Johns  Hopkins;  four  great  doctors  and  the  JjL^jV^0 
Medical  School.  £v  19U8  NY  Guild,  LC  mM^^- 

Johns  Hopkins,  as  the  author  has  known  it  during  the  past  fifty  years.  The  approach 
is  critical,  not  worshipful,  and  if  he  finds  much  to  praise,  few  can  challenge  the 
true  excellence  of  his  subject  matter.  fl 

Boston,  Henry.  Northern  farm;  a  chronicle  of  Maine.  2v  19U8  NYPL  Recently  X'^jl 
added  to  LC  ^^ 

A  volume  of  essays  dealing  with  the  influence  of  country  life  and  farming  on  the  works 
of  great  writers  from  Hesiod  and  Horace  to  Melville  and  Tolstoy. 

Brace,  Gerald  Warner,  A  summer's  tale,  5v  19^9  NY  Guild  Recently  added  to  LC 
The  story  of  the  summer  Anthony  Wyatt,  an  American  author,  spent  on  the  August  Islands  A 
off  the  coast  of  Maine.  The  Islands  belonged  neither  to  the  United  States  nor  to 
Canada,  The  inhabitants  were  descendants  of  French  colonists  who  had  settled  on  the 
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Islands  before  the  Pilgrims  landed, 

Brooker,  Bertram.  The  robber,  a  tale  of  the  time  of  the  Herods.  6v  19U9  LC  f\ 
A  story  based  on  the  lives  of  Barabbas,  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  and  Judas  Iscariot. 
Barabbas  is  pictured  as  a  champion  of  the  poor  who  robs  the  rich  in  order  to  share 
the  spoils  with  the  less  fortunate.  Joseph  of  Arimathea  and  his  sister  befriend  Bar- 
abbas and  he  in  turn  befriends  Judas.  The  story  ends  with  the  crucifixion  and  burial 
of  Christ. 

Brown,  Warren.  Win,  lose  or  draw,  £v  Grade  lj  191*8  Chicago  A 

A  gentle  debunking  of  the  ballyhoo  that  surrounds  sporting  events,  cast  in  the  form  < 
of  the  author's  reminiscences.  As  a  veteran  Chicago  sportswriter,  the  author  has  come" 
into  contact  with  most  prominent  persons  in  sports,  among  them  Judge  Landis,  Dempsev. 
and  Tunney. 
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BRAILLE  BOOK  REVIEW,  October,  1951 

BOOK  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Press -made  Books 

All  press-made  or  Talking  Books  here  noted  are  provided  by  the  Federal  Government. 

Copies  of  these  government-supplied  books  are  placed  in  the  twenty-six  regional 

libraries  which  serve  the  blind.  A  list  of  these  libraries  appears  regularly  in 

the  January  and  June  numbers  of  the  magazine, 

Readers  are  required  to  borrow  books  from  the  library  designated  by  the  Library  of 

Congress  to  serve  their  respective  territories. 

In  the  list  which  follows,  the  book  notations  are  based  on  information  appearing  in 

the  "Book  Review  Digest"  and  other  standard  reference  works. 

Austin,  F.  Britten.  Road  to  glory ;  novel  of  Napoleon.  3v  1935  CPH 
A  romantic  historical  novel  telling  the  story  of  Napoleon's  first  Italian  campaign 
from  the  point  of  view  of  Napoleon  alone. 

Cannon,  LeGrand,  Jr.  Come  home  at  even.  3v  195l   APH 
A  historical  novel  set  in  seventeenth  century  England  and  Salem,  Massachusetts,  which 
tells  the  story  of  a  man  and  his  wife  who  come  to  America  for  freedom  but  eventually 
return  to  England  because  of  the  wife's  homesickness.  Roger  Williams,  the  minister, 
and  the  challenge  of  settling  the  new  world  are  ably  portrayed.  The  style  is  one  which 
deliberately  understates  to  achieve  its  effects. 

Clift,  Charmian,  and  Johnston,  George  Henry.  High  valley.  3v  1950  APH 
A  novel  set  in  a  remote  valley  in  Tibet.  A  young  Chinese  returns  to  China  after  the 
death  of  his  father.  Finding  life  difficult  and  hearing  about  the  valley  of  peace 
and  happiness,  the  youth  returns  to  Tibet  to  find  a  happiness  which  is  ended  by  tra- 
gedy. Story  generally  acclaimed  but  some  difference  of  opinion  among  reviewers  on 
the  matter  of  religious  symbolism. 

Crawford,  Marion.  The  little  princesses.  3v  1950  APH 
For  seventeen  years  the  author  was  governess  to  the  Princesses  Elizabeth  and  Margaret 
Rose  of  England.  In  this  simply written  book,  she  gives  some  account  of  the  lives  of 
the  two  sisters  up  to  the  time  Elizabeth's  son  is  born. 

DeRiencourt,  Amaury.  Roof  of  the  world;  Tibet,  key  to  Asia.  3v  1950  CPH 
An  account  of  the  author's  journey  into  Tibet  in  19U7.  The  author  believes  that 
religion  and  mysticism  are  the  motivating  forces  in  the  Orient.  Though  written  with- 
out distinction,  the  book  does  add  to  the  general  knowledge  of  this  remote  country. 

DeVoto,  Bernard  A.  The  world  of  fiction.  6v  1950  CPH 
Mr.  DeVoto  has  undertaken  a  study  of  the  facts  of  fiction:  why  people  read  novels; 
and  how  and  why  people  write  them., .Preconceptions  are  challenged;  toes  are  trodden 
on;  some  currently  fashionable  schools  of  criticism  are  taken  for  a  bumpy  ride. 

Dodge,  David.  The  red  tassel.  2v  1950  HP  A  mystery  story 

Douglas,  William  0.  Of  men  and  mountains.  S>v  1950  APH 
An  informal  a utobiography  of  Supreme  Court  Justice  Douglas.  The  book  stresses  his 
experiences  as  mountaineer  and  fisherman,  and  the  years  of  his  boyhood  in  Yakima, 
Washington. 

Etherton,  Percy  T.  Across  the  great  deserts.  2v  19U9  HP 
Descriptions  based  on  personal  knowledge  of  three  of  the  great  deserts  of  the  world, 
the  Sahara  and  the  Kalahari  in  Africa,  and  the  Gobi  in  Asia,  With  some  history  and 
some  personal  anecdotes,  the  author  combines  a  good  deal  of  information  about  present 
and  past  ways  of  living  in  the  desert. 

Home,  Michael,  pseudonym.  Grain  of  the  wood.  Uv  1950  APH 
A  novel  set  in  Norfolk,  England.  The  story  of  Ted  and  Jenny  and  their  successful  ven- 
ture into  the  antique  business • 


i 


' 


3. 

Horney,  Karen.  Neurosis  and  human  growth;  the  struggle  toward  self-realization. 
5v  195a  APH 

The  various  schools  of  psychiatry  and  psychoanalysis  differ  greatly  in  their  formula- 
tion of  a  theory  of  the  neuroses.  Dr.  Horney  holds  that  cultural  conditions  determine 
the  particular  form  of  the  neurosis.  This  is  the  fifth  book  by  the  author  and,  like 
its  predecessors,  is  aimed  at  the  intelligent  layman  as  well  as  the  professional. 

McConnell,  Roberta.  Never  marry  a  ranger.  2v  1950  HP 
The  trials  and  tribulations  of  a  Utah  forest  ranger's  wife  are  humorously  described, 
Will  appeal  to  both  adults  and  teenagers, 

Poe,  Edgar  Allan.  Tales  of  Edgar  Allan  Poej  with  an  introduction  by  Hervey  Allen, 
6v  19UU  BIA 

Rinehart,  Mary  Roberts.  Episode  of  the  wandering  knife.  3v  19U9  APH  Mystery  storj 
Robertson,  Frank  C.  Wrangler  on  the  prod.  2v  1950  APH  A  Western  story 
Swinnerton,  Prank.  The  doctor's  wife  comes  to  stay.  3v  1950  APH 
A  novel  set  in  modern  day  England.   Elizabeth,  Rex's  actress  wife,  goes  to  the  United 
States  to  act  in  a  successful  play.  Her  mother,  who  is  the  doctor's  wife,  comes  to 
stay  with  her  son-in-law  and  her  grandchild.  The  doctor's  wife's  illness  brings  out 
some  hitherto  unknown  facts  about  her  past. 

Troyer,  Howard  W.  Salt  and  the  savor.  3v  1950  APH 
Perry  Harman  went  to  Ohio  at  the  age  of. six  and  grew  up  there.  His  story  coincides 
with  the  story  of  the  Ohio  frontier  from  181*0  through  the  Civil  War.  The  book,  a 
happy  mixture  of  fact,  fiction  and  legend,  brings  to  life  an  entire  community  "a-born- 
ing  and  a-blossoming." 

VanEvery,  Dale.  Bridal  journey.  Uv  1950  APH 
A  historical  novel  describing  Marah  Blake's  adventures  traveling  from  Tidewater  to 
her  wedding  in  a  frontier  outpost  of  Ohio.  The  time  is  the  last  years  of  the  American 
Revolution. 
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JOINT  UNIFORM  BRAILLE  COMMITTEE:  An  Announcement 

At  the  1950  Conventions  of  both  the  AAIB  and  the  AAWB,  resolutions  were  adopted 
creating  a  Joint  Uniform  Braille  Committee,  consisting  of  three  members  from  each 
Association,  and  with  the  duties  and  functions  to  "consult,  study,  and  make  appropri- 
ate recommendations  toward  the  promotion  and  increased  facility  of  tactile  reading, 
including  not  only  literary  notation,  but  also  such  technical  forms  of  braille  as  music, 
mathematics,  and  science," 

In  accordance  with  these  resolutions,  appointments  of  Committee  members  were  made 
by   the  Presidents  of  the  two  Associations,  and  the  full  membership  of  the  Committee 
is  at  present: 


For  the  AAIB: 


Miss  Marjorie  S.  Hooper,  Braille  and  Large  Type  Editor,  American  Printing 
House  for  the  Blind,  Louisville,  Kentucky 

Mr.  Paul  J.  Langan,  Superintendent,  Kentucky  School  for  the  Blind,  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky 

Mr.  B.  W.  Rodenberg,  Printer,  Illinois  School  for  the  Blind,  Jacksonville, 
Illinois  (authority  on  braille  music  notation  and  also  one  of  the 
three  American  representatives  to  the  1932  Type  Conference  in  London) 


For  the  AAWB: 


Mr.  Alfred  Allen,  Assistant  Director,  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 
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New  York,  New  York 
Mr.  R.  W.  Beath,  Chief  Librarian,  Canadian  National  Institute  for  the 

Blind,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 
Mr*  Bernard  L,  Krebs,  Librarian,  New  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind, 

New  York,  New  York  (President  of  The  Braille  Club) 

At  the  organizational  meeting  of  the  Joint  Uniform  Braille  Committee  in  April 
of  this  year,  Mr.  Langan  was  elected  Chairman  and  Miss  Hooper  as  Secretary, 

A  survey  of  the  immediate  technical  problems  to  be  studied  by  the  Committee 
showed  that  three  general  problems  need  consideration,  namely,  Literary  Braille  (in- 
cluding the  Standard  Braille  Codebook,  as  well  as  the  rules  of  usage),  Mathematical 
Braille,  and  Braille  Music  Notation.  With  regard  to  Literary  Braille,  it  is  the. 
feeling  of  the  Joint  Committee  that  the  nearly  twenty  years  which  have  ensued  since 
the  adoption  of  Standard  English  Braille  in  1932  have  demonstrated  that  there  is  a 
need  for  further  clarification  and  reediting  of  the  official  Code,  The  Committee 
therefore  wishes  to  undertake  a  study  along  these  lines  in  cooperation  with  the 
British  National  Uniform  Type  Committee, 

first,  however,  the  members  of  our  American  Committee  would  like  to  enlist  the 
help  and  suggestions  of  all  persons  in  this  country  and  Canada  interested  in  the  prob- 
lems of  braille,  so  that  they  might  have  the  benefit  of  the  opinions  of  the  field 
at  large.  All  individuals  interested  in  braille— particularly  grade  2  braille— are 
therefore  asked  to  submit  in  writing  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Joint  Uniform  Braille 
Committee  a  list  of  troublesome  braille  problems  with  suggestions  and  criticisms 
for  the  Committee's  consideration. 

Please  know  that  it  is  the  intent  of  the  Joint  Uniform  Braille  Committee  to 
obtain  as  full  a  representation  as  possible  of  general  opinion  on  braille  matters 
before  making  any  decisions  or  recommendations  of  any  sort,  and  everyone  is  invited 
to  make  such  suggestions  as  they  would  like  at  this  time. 


to: 


All  suggestions  and  proposals  must  be  submitted  in  writing,  by  January  1,  19^2, 


Miss  Marjorie  S.  Hooper,  Secretary 
JOINT  UNIFORM  BRAILLE  COMMITTEE 
^  1839  Frankfort  Avenue 

Louisville  6,  Kentucky 

TALKING  BOOKS 

Arkell,  Reginald.  Old  herbaceous,  8r  1951  AFB  Read  by  Noel  Leslie 
itert  Pinnegar,  aged  eighty,  sitting  in  his  cottage  window  overlooking  the  Manor  gar- 
dens, muses  on  the  days  when  he  was  head  gardener  there  and  things  were  much  better. 
The  flowers,  the  seasons  and  the  work  among  them  are  more  real  than  the  people  except 
for  the  crusty,  old  gardener.  The  book  avoids  sentimentality  although  it  celebrates 
the  good  old  days, 

tm    l±hlel     ?Jd  Testament-  Psakns  to  Song  of  Solomon.  King  James  version.  l6r 
AFB  Read  by  Alexander  Scourby  Published  for  the  American  Bible  Society,  U50  Park 
Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y.  Price  to  blind  readers,  twenty-five  cents  per  record  plus 
two  cents  postage  per  record,  (Not  a  publication  of  the  U.S.  Government) 
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Checkhov,  Anton.  The  beggar  and  other  stories  selected  by  J.  Rodale.  lOr 
APH  Read  by  Alexander  Scourby 
A  selection  from  the  stories  of  this  famous  Russian  author. 

Commager,  Henry  Steele.  The  American  mindj  an  interpretation  of  American 
thought  and  character  since  the  l880's.  35r  2  pts  1950  APH  Read  by  Paul  Clark 
"He  addressed  himself  valiantly  to  the  greatest  subject  which  can  challenge  a 
historian— the  mind  and  character  of  a  people."  In  words  applicable  to  himself, 
Henry  Commager  thus  writes  concerning  Vernon  L.  Parrington,  whose  death  in  1929 
broke  off  the  grand  design  of  his  "Main  Currents  in  American  Thought",  about  where 
Commager  begins,  in  the  1880'  s.  Commager1  s  concern  is  with  those  ideas— whether 
steady  beacons  or  intermittent  ones — which  for  the  last  three  generations  have  di- 
rected most  of  our  thronging  intellectual  and  social  traffic, 

Day-Lewis,  Cecil  (Nicholas  Blake,  pseudonym).  The  beast  must  die.  l6r  NIB 
Read  by  Robin  Holmes  Available  in  NYPL  (Not  a  publication  of  the  U.S.  Government) 
Detective  story 

Divine,  Dave.  The  king  of  Fassarai.  l8r  1950  APH  Read  by  Milton  Metz 
The  natives  of  Fassarai  had  given  up  all  hope  when  the  United  States  Navy  took  over. 
The  Japanese  had  taken  all  the  young  people,  leaving  only  the  very  old  and  the  very 
young,  and  to  them  life  had  no  meaning.  The  novel  describes  one  man's  effort  to 
put  new  hope  into  this  group  of  dignified  but  defeated  natives, 

Frye,  Pearl.  A  game  for  empires,  37r  2  pts  1950  AFB  Read  by  Noel  Leslie 
A  biographical  novel  which  follows  the  career  of  Horatio  Nelson  from  1793  when  he 
was  given  command  of  the  Agamemnon  to  1798  and  the  defeat  of  the  French  fleet  in 
the  Battle  of  the  Nile. 

Gebler,  Ernest.  The  Plymouth  adventure j  a  chronicle  novel  of  the  voyage  of  the 
Mayflower.  30r  2  pts  1950  APH  Read  by  Livingston  Gilbert. 
The  author  prefers  the  term  "documentary  chronicle"  to  "historical  novel"  in  des- 
cribing this  book.  Although  he  is  of  Irish-Czech  ancestry  living  in  England,  he 
has  written  an  accurate  and  compelling  story  about  the  voyage  of  the  Mayflower  from 
England  to  Cape  Cod. 

Keyes,  Frances  Parkinson.  Joy  Street.  38r  2  pts  1950  AFB  Read  by  Alexander 
Scourby 

A  romantic  novel  set  in  the  aristocratic  Beacon  Hill  section  of  Boston.  A  young 
couple,  both  members  of  old  Boston  families,  hopes  to  bring  together  in  their  home 
on  Joy  Street  all  the  different  social  classes  represented  by  the  junior  members  of 
a  law  firm— Italians,  Irish,  and  Jews.  The  novel  tells  what  happens  to  this  plan 
and  the  people  concerned. 

Kipling,  Rudyard.  The  day's  work.  21r  1898  APH  Read  by  Horace  Braham 
A  collection  of  short  stories. 

McKenney,  Ruth,  Love  story.  23r  2  pts  1950  APH  Read  by  Ethel  Bverett 
A  humorous  account  of  the  author's  and  her  family's  life  since  her  marriage  in  1937. 
It  describes  all  the  situations  encountered  by  most  youngish  couples,  and  even  a  few 
special  ones  arising  from  political  and  professional  occupations. 

Martin,  Betty,  pseudonym.  Miracle  at  Carville,  edited  by  Evelyn  Wells.  l8r 
1950  AFB  Read  by  Ethel  Everett 

The  autobiography  of  a  New  Orleans  girl  who  shortly  after  her  nineteenth  birthday 
was  discovered  to  have  leprosy.  This  account  covers  the  next  twenty  years  of  her 
life  at  Carville,  her  unhappy  days  of  grief,  and  her  growing  strength  which  led  to 
her  dedication  to  a  life  of  experiment  and  help  to  others. 

Moore,  Ruth.  Candlemas  Bay.  19r  1950  AFB  Read  by  Kate  McComb 
Novel  of  family  life  in  a  Maine  coast  town  during  19U7  and  19U8. 

Nicholson,  Marjorie  Hope.  Voyages  to  the  moon.  20r  19U8  APH  Read  by  Jean 
Clos 

A  scholarly  and  entertaining  account  of  the  literature,  speculations  and  attempts  of 
men  to  leave  the  earth  for  a  little  while. 
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Snow,  Edward  Rowe.  Secrets  of  the  North  Atlantic  Islands.  20r  1951  AFB  Read 

Stories  o/pirates,  shipwrecks,  buried  treasure,  ghosts  and  early  settlers  along  the 
Eastern  coast  of  North  America,  from  South  Carolina  to  Newfoundland. 

Spring,  Howard.  There  is  no  armour.  5lr  3  pts  19^0  NIB  Read  by  Richard 
Wessel  Available  in  NYPL  (Not  a  publication  of  the  U.S.  Government) 
A  novel  in  which  Edward  Pentecost,  R.  A.,  presents  himself  and  some  of  the  people 
he  knew  "in  the  act  of  life."  The  scene  is  England  during  the  years  1599  to  19U&. 

EDGAR  ALLAN  POE 
From  "American  Authors  1600-1900" 

Edgar  Allan  Poe  (January  19,  1809-October  7,  18U9),  poet,  story  writer,  and 
essayist,  was  born  in  Boston,  but  though  his  first  volume  of  poems  was  published 
as  by  "a  Bostonian,"  and  his  mother  loved  the  city,  he  had  not  a  drop  of  New  England 
blood  in  his  veins.  His  father  Wa*  David  Poe,  Jr.  (son  of  a  Revolutionary  "general 
from  Maryland),  who  had  abandoned  a  law  practice  in  Augusta,  Georgia,  to  become  an 
actor,  and  had  married  an  English  actress,  a  widow,  Elizabeth  (Arnold)  Hopkins.  Ed- 
gar was  the  second  of  three  children,  all  born  while  the  parent*  migrated  from  one 
•stock  company  to  another.  Both  parents  were  tubercular,  and  died  in  the  same  year, 
1811,  in  Richmond.  The  children  were  separated,  and  Edgar  was  taken  in  (though  never 
formally  adopted)  by  John  Allan,  a  wealthy  Scotch  merchant,  whose  name  he  incorporat- 
ed with  his  own. 

During  Allan' s  first  marriage,  Poe  was  the  petted  child  of  a  prosperous  family, 
Mrs.  Allan  proving  a  real  mother  to  him.  From  I8l5  to  1820  the  Allans  lived  in  Eng- 
land, where  Poe  went  to  school  at  Stoke  Newington,  the  scene  of  "William  Wilson." 
He  was  a  handsome,  brilliant  youngster,  equally  distinguished  in  the  study  of  lan- 
guages and  in  athletics.  All  his  life  he  was  a  noted  swimmer,  broad  jumper,  and  box- 
er, in  spite  of  his  slight  build.  On  their  return  to  America,  the  Allans  put  him 
under  private  tutors  to  prepare  him  for  the  University  of  Virginia,  which  he  entered 
in  1826. 

Up  to  this  time,  except  for  the  misfortune  of  his  early  orphaning  and  separation 
from  his  brother  and  sister,  the  boy's  life  had  been  a  happy  one.  From  now  on,  it 
is  a  dreary  chronicle  of  misery  and  misfortune.  Every  boy  in  the  University  of  Vir- 
V    ginia  then— and  for  a  long  time  after— did  a  certain  amount  of  drinking,  gambling, 

and  running-up  of  tradesmen's  debts  j  it  was  a  sort  of  traditional  sowing  of  wild  oats 
by  these  high-spirited  lads  of  the  old  Southern  ruling  class.  But  if  Pee  had  thought 
himself  one  of  them,  he  was  soon  disillusioned*  His  foster-father  refused  to  allw 
him  to  return  after  the  winter  term,  and  announced  that  he  would  put  him  in  a  mer- 
chantile  office.  Few  boys  would  have  been  less  fitted  for  such  drudgery.  This  boy 
promptly  ran  away,  enlisting  as  a  private  in  the  army,  in  Boston,  in  May  1827,  as 
Edgar  A.  Perry.  Three  months  later  he  published  his  first  volume  of  poems,  "Tamer- 
lane." 

In  1830  Mrs.  Allan  lay  dying,  and  almcst  with  her  last  breath  begged  her  husband 
to  find  and  rescue  the  lad  she  loved  as  her  own  son.  He  did  so,  grudginglyj  he 
bought  him  out  of  the  army  and  procured  a  commission  for  him  at  West  Point — a  solu- 
tion as  grotesque  as  the  subsequent  cadetship  of  James  McNeill  Whistler.  Poe  deliber- 
ately refused  to  obey  rules  or  to  study,  so  as  to  get  himself  expelled,  which  he  ac- 
complished in  short  order.  Meanwhile  Allan  had  remarried,  andsoon  his  second  wife, 
who  in  any  case  hated  and  was  jealous  of  the  handsome  son  of  the  strolling  actors, 
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bore  a  son  of  her  own.  That  was  the  end  of  any  real  relations  between  Poe 
and  Allan,  though  before  Allan  finally  threw  Poe  out  of  his  house  he  had  gone  to 
the  trouble  of  breaking  off  the  poet'  s  first  boyish  but  deep  love  affair  with  Elmira 
Royster.  When  he  died,  he  left  not  a  cent  to  the  boy  who  had  been  reared  in  the  ex- 
pectation of  being  his  heir. 

In  1831  Poe  was  thus  cast  on  the  world,  utterly  untrained  for  any  profession* 
hypersensitive,  destitute  with  no  experience  in  poverty,  the  author  of  three  volumos 
of  poems  which  nobody  had  read.  There  was  only  one  recourse  open  to  him,  and  that 
was  journalism.  He  went  to  Baltimore,  where  he  discovered  an  aunt,  his  father'  s  sis- 
ter, Maria  Clemm,  who  had  a  little  girl,  Virginia.  Poe,  the  perpetual  seeker  of 
the  mother-image,  immediately  attached  himself  to  Mrs.  Clemm  ("You,  who  have  been 
more  than  mother  unto  me")  and  to  her  dying  day  "Muddy"  adored  her  "Eddie «M  His 
only  bit  of  luck  in  the  next  few  years  was  the  winning  of  a  fifty  dollar  prize  offer- 
ed by  the  "Baltimore  Saturday  Visiter"  for  a  story,  which  he  won  with  "A  Ms,  Found 
in  a  Bottle."  He  would  have  won  the  poetry  prize^,  too,  had  it  not  been  discovered 
that  both  prize  manuscripts  were  by  the  same  author. 

Finally,  at  the  end  of  1835,  he  was  offered  a-  staff  position  on  the  "Southern 
Literary  Messenger,"  published  in  Richmond,  then  one  of  the  leading  magazines.  Be- 
fore going  to  Richmond  he  married  his  cousin  Virginia  Clemm,  who  was  not  yet  four- 
teen. Volumes  have  been  written  on  this  marriage,  in  which  may  lie  the  key  to  Poe1 s 
puzzling  personality.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  when  Virginia  died  at  twenty-four  she 
still  looked  like  a  child  and  was  in  all  probability  a  virgin. 


In  1837  Poe  left  the  "Messenger"  and  went  to  New  York.  Mrs.  Clemm  and  Virginia, 
of  course,  accompanied  him  in  all  his  wanderings.  Failing  to  find  a  suitable  con- 
nection there,  he  moved  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  lived  for  six  years,  most  of  the 
time  in  a  little  house  now  restored  as  a  Poe  memorial.  It  was  there  that  Virginia 
suffered  the  first  of  her  hemorrhages  which  proved  her  marked  for  early  death.  It 
was  there  tco  that  the  family  was  in  such  abject  poverty  that  the  sick  girl  had  to 
warm  herself  by  training  the  cat  to  lie  on  her  breast,  while  her  distracted  husband, 
wrapping  her  in  his  overcoat,  chafed  her  icy  feet.  There  were  periods  when  Mrs, 
Clemm  went  from  editor  to  editor,  begging  for  a  few  dollars  due,  a  bit  of  work  on 
order,  for  her  Eddie;  when  nearly  all  the  family  belongings  were  in  the  pawnshop; 
when  Poe,  the  atrociously  proud,  had  to  borrow  pitiful  sums  he  had  not  the  chance  of 
repaying.  It  is  easy  to  say  that  it  was  by  his  own  fault  that  he  was  dismissed  first 
m-    from  "Burton's  Gentleman  Magazine,"  then  from  "Graham'  s*,'1  both  of  which  made  enorm- 
ous strides  in  circulation  under  his  editorship*  But  what  is  a  man5 3  fault?  There 
was  no  international  copyright  law;  four  dollars  was  considered  a  fair  price  for  an 
article,  fifteen  dollars  for  a  story j  and  it  might  be  paid  six  months  after  publica- 
tion. Never  was  there  a  harder  worker  than  Poe;  never  one  more  misunderstood.  Cer- 
tainly there  were  times  when  he  was  disabled  by  drink;  he  was  a  congenital  alcoholic, 
whom  one  glass  sent  into  a  frenzy.  He  was  despairing,  his  wife  dying,  the  fear  of 
insanity  hanging  over  him,  the  actuality  of  want  upon  him.  It  would  take  the  hard 
heart  of  a  Grisxrold  to  feel  anything  for  Poe  but  aching  pity. 

In  18UU  he  tried  New  York  again<>  He  worked  for  a  while  on  N.  P«  Willis"  "Even- 
ing Mirror,"  then  on  the  "Broadway  Journal,"  of  which  he  eventually  became  owner, 
only  to  have  to  suspend  for  3a ok  of  funds  &     Poe's  dream  always  was  to  own  a  magazine, 
an  organ  of  his  own;  it  is  half  of  the  reason  behind  his  strange  multiple  courtship 
of  wealthy  literary-minded  widows  after  Virginia's  death.  The  other  half  was  deep 
in  his  agonized  subconscious. 
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Virginia  died  at  the  beginning  of  18U7,  in  the  little  house  at  Fordham,  now 
part  of  New  York  City,  then  far  out  in  the  country.  The  remaining  two-and-a-half 
years  of  Poe*s  tormented  life  may  be  passed  over  quickly.  The  critic,  the  poet,  the 
writer  of  "ratiocinative"  stories  gradually  became  enmeshed  in  the  wild,  half-intel- 
lectual mysticism  which  culminated  in  "Eureka."  He  found  his  lost  Elmira — perhaps 
his  "lost  Lenore"—  now  Mrs*  Shelton,  and  awidow.  He  became  engaged  to  her,  he  be- 
came engaged  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Helen  Whitman,  he  became  quasi-engaged  to  at  least  two 
other  women*  At  the  very  time  of  his  death  he  was  making  arrangements  for  his  mar- 
riage. The  painful  details  of  that  death  need  not  be  dwelt  onj  in  an  alcoholio 
daze,  half  or  more  insane,  he  was  picked  up  by  election  thugs  in  Baltimore,  dragged 
from  poll  to  poll  as  a  repeater,  finally  left  to  die  in  a  gutter,  and  taken  at  last 
to  a  hospital,  where  a  few  days  later  the  end  came*  "I  wish  ■&>  Gcd  somebody  would 
blow  my  damned  brains  out,"  he  cried  in  a  monent  of  awful  surcease  from  delirium. 
He  was  buried  in  Westminster  churchyard  in  Baltimore.*  where  now  Mrs*  Clemm  and  Vir- 
ginia lie  beside  him.  He  named  as  his  literary  executor  Rufus  Griswold,  who  repaid 
the  trust  by  writing  the  most  scurrilous  biography  on  record,  for  half  a  oontury 
poisoning  the  minds  of  the  whole  reading  public  as  to  what  Poe  really  was  and  how 
he  really  lived. 

Poe  was  the  founder  of  the  modern  detective  story— what  Edmond  de  Goncourt  called 
"the  creation  of  a  fable  by  &fb,...the  novel  of  the  future,  bound  to  concern  itself 
0  more  with  the  story  of  what  happens  in  the  brain  of  humanity  than  in  its  heart." 

He  was  also,  despite  his  aberrations  of  enthusiasm,  the  ablest  critic  of  his  time 
in  America.  In  verse,  he  achieved  incomparable  melodic  effects,  though  much  that 
he  wrote  is  shallow  and  jejune.  His  influence  has  been  incalcuable  in  both  verse 
and  prose  on  later  writers— on  Baudelaire,  for  example,  and  the  whole  Symbolist 
tradition  that  underlies  modern  poetry.  "This  finest  of  finest  of  artists,"  Bernard 
Shaw  ftas  called  him.  His  work  was  essentially  aristocratic,  in  the  America  of  the 
18 30'  8  and  l8U0's  it  is  a  pure  miracle* 

But  the  man  behind  this  glittering  facade,  this  slender  man  with  the  wavy  brown 
hair  tad  the  tragic  grey  eyes,  what  was  he?  He  was  a  typically  schizoid  personality  : 
"I  dwelt  alone  in  a  world  of  moan"  is  his  keyword.  Those  ioe-palaces,  his  short 
stories,*  or  his  essays,  equally  divided  between  hack  journalism  and  rather  incoher- 
ent efforts  to  express  the  inexpressible,  are  the  voice  of  the  exterior  man,  the 
conscious  mind  vainly  struggling  to  function  in  an  alien  and  hostile  world.  The 
inner  man,  the  tortured  subconscious  mind  which  perceived  only  too  fatally  how  hope- 
%,     less  was  the  struggle,  appears  in  those  haunted  melodies  out  of  time  and  place  which 
are  r.is  poems. 

?oe's  whole  existence  from  childhood  might  have  been  constructed  as  the  ideal 
hell  for  such  a  person  as  he  was.  He  sought  continually  for  soma  balance  to  hold 
him  above  the  abyss  of  insanity;  he  is  his  own  victim  of  "The  Pit  and  the  Pendulum," 
with  the  pendulum  of  necessity  beating  above  him  and  the  black  pit  threatening  below. 
Alcohol  was  not  a  sedative  to  him,  but  an  exaggerated  stimulant*  The  final  refuge 
was  poetry.  It  was  because  he  felt  so  profoundly  that  in  his  poetry  his  hidden  and 
proudly  defended  self  was  revealed  that  he  endeavored  to  draw  the  wool  over  the  ayes 
of  a  stupid  world  in  the  famous  mechanical  explanations  of  "The  Poetic  Principle." 
In  his  poems,  under  the  adroit  cover  of  the  specious  mechanism  he  had  constructed, 
foe  could  unveil  his  inner,  introverted  self  before  a  callous  extroverted  public. 
itoere  he  could  occupy  himself  incessantly  with  his  core-preoccupation,  that  death- 
yearning  which  was  his  inmost  secret,  that  longing  for  the  peace  which  he  had  never 
known. 
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Editor's  note:  Among  the  author's  books  the  following  are  in  braille  or  Talk- 
ing Book  form: 

Gold  Bug  lv  APH 

Ihe  Masque  of  the  Red  Death  Jr  AFB  On  cack  of  last  record  of 
Wharton,  E.N.:  Afterward 

The  Pit  and  the  Pendulum  lr  AFB 

Selected  Poems  lr  AFB  Contents:  The  Raven;  The  Sleeper ; 
Annabel  Leej  For  Annie;  The  Bells;  Dreams;  Lenore; 
The  Haunted  Palace;  To  Helen;  To  Mother;  El  Dorado, 

Short  Stories  17r  AFB  Contents:  Gold  Bug;  Murder  in  the 
Rue  Morgue;  The  Purloined  Letter;  The  Cask  of  Amon- 
tillado; The  Fall  of  the  House  of  Usher;  Ligeia;  A 
Tale  of  the  Ragged  Mountain;  The  Assignation;  The  Vis- 
ionary; The  Mystery  of  Marie  Roget;  The  Oblong  Box;  A 
Descent  into  the  Maelstrom. 

Selections  from  American  and  British  Poets  lr  AFB  Contains 

three  of  Poe' s  poems:  Israefel;  To  One  in  Paradise;  Ulalume, 

Tales  of  Edgar  Allan  Poe,  with  an  introduction  by  Hervey  Allen 
6v   BIA 

A  short  biographical  study  of  Poe  appears  in  Henry  Seidel  Canby' s  "Classic 
Americans"  7v  APH 

HAND-COPIED  BOOKS 

Berg,  Roland  H.  Polio  and  its  problems.  3>v    19U8  LC 

Blanton,  Margaret  G.  Bernadette  of  Lourdes,  f>v  1951  LC 

Carr,  John  Dickson.  Below  suspicion.  Uv  19U9  LC  A  detective  story 

Caspary,  Vera,  Bedelia  Uv  Grade  lj  19U5  Chicago 
Detective  story.  Especially  for  admirers  of  the  psychological-horror  story, 

Chandler,  Raymond.  The  little  sister.  Uv  191+9  NY  Guild  Detective  story 

Crow,  J,  A.  Tales  from  Spanish:  America,  Uv  19Ul  Philadelphia 

Da  vies,  Valentine.  It  happens  every  spring.  3v  19U9  NY  Guild 
A  light  fantastic  story  about  a  chemistry  teacher  who  satisfies  a  secret  yearning 
to  become  a  famous  baseball  star. 

Davis,  Harold  L.  Beulah  land.  6v  Grade  lj  19U9  Chicago 
A  novel  of  the  American  frontier,  describing  the  long  hazardous  journey  of  a  white 
foundling  boy  and  half-Indian  girl  from  North  Carolina  to  Indian  territory.  Critical 
opinion  is  mixed  but  there  is  agreement  that  the  author  has  a  firm  grasp  of  histori- 
cal knowledge* 

Day-Lewis,  Cecil.  Poetry  for  you.  2v  19UU  NY  Guild 

Deane,  John  Russell,  The  strange  alliance;  the  story  of  our  efforts  at  wartime 
cooperation  with  Russia.  6v  19U7  LC 

A  controversial  topic  is  discussed  by  the  author,  a  retired  Army  officer  who  headed 
the  American  military  mission  in  Moscow  from  19U3  to  19U5. 

Dos  Passos,  John.  U.  S.  A.  2Uv  1937  NY  Guild 
A  trilogy  containing  the  three  novels:  "The  Forty-Second  Parallel";  "1919";  and 
"Big  Money",  that  is  the  author's  commentary  on  American  life  in  the  early  twentieth 
century*  Each  novel  contains  several  distinct  narratives  separated  by  "News  Reels" 
and  "The  Camera  Eyen  as  well  as  biographical  sketches  of  important  persons  in  Ameri- 
can Life, 
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Evans,  Bergen.  The  natural  history  of  nonsense.  Uv  19U6  NYPL  NY  Guild 
Recently  added  to  LC 

Essays  on  some  of  mankind's  superstitions  and  delusions  on  subjects  as  diversified 
as  race,  psychology,  sex,  religion  and  hygiene. 

Feller,  Bob.  Strikeout  story.  !?v  Grade  If  19U7  NY  Guild  Recently  added 
to  Chicago 

The  highlights  in  the  life  story  of  the  farm  boy  who  became  one  of  the  great  pitch- 
ers in  baseball. 

Forbes,  Kathryn,  pseudonym.  Mama' s  bank  account.  2v  193U  Chicago,  Cleveland, 
Philadelphia,  LC  Recently  added  to  NY  Guild  Also  available  as  a  Talking  Book 
A  collection  of  short  stories  whose  connecting  theme  is  the  activities  of  a  San 
Francisco  family.  The  stories  were  used  as  a  basis  for  the  movie,  "I  Remember  Mama." 

Fredericks,  Carlton.  Living  should  be  fun.  Uv  NYPL 
The  author  is  a  well-known  expert  on  problems  of  nutrition. 

French  text:  Corneille,  Pierre.  Polyeucte,  with  notes  by  Stanley  L.  Galpin. 
3v  Student  Library,  NYPL 

French  text:  Malakis,  Emile.  Intermediate  French  functional  grammar  and  con- 
versation. Uv  Student  Library,  NYPL 

Gallico,  Paul.  The  lonely.  2v  19U9  LC 
Story  of  a  wartime  romance.  Jerry,  though  engaged  back  home,  took  a  girl  with  him 
when  he  was  given  a  rest  furlough  in  Scotland.  Complications  arose  when  Jerry  fell 
in  love  with  Patches.  In  settling  his  problem,  after  a  quick  trip  home,  Jerry  grew 
from  boyhood  into  manhood. 

Gannett,  Lewis  Stiles.  Cream  Hillj  discoveries  of  a  wedc-end  countryman.  3v 
19U9  LC 

Reminiscences  with  a  lot  more  substance  than  is  at  first  apparent.  The  story  cen- 
ters about  a  house  in  Connecticut  which  the  author  bought  for  summer  vacations  and 
weekends  but  which  gradually  became  the  favorite  family  residence. 

Garland,  Joseph.  The  story  of  medicine.  Uv  19U9  LC 
Short  informative  history  of  the  important  medical  discoveries  from  earliest  times 
to  the  present. 

German  text:  Goethe,  Johann  Wolfgang  von,  Die  Leiden  des  Jungen  Werthers.  3v 
German  braille  (with  contractions)  19U0  Philadelphia 

Gilbreth,  Frank  B.,  Jr.  and  Carey,  Ernestine  Gilbreth.  Cheaper  by  the  dozen. 
Uv  19U8  NY  Guild,  Atlanta,  Oklahoma  Recently  added  NYPL  Also  available  as  Talk- 
ing Book 

Glenn,  Paul  J.  Dialectics .  3v  1929  Student  Library,  NYPL 

Greene,  Graham.  Nineteen  stories.  Uv  1949  LC 
Not  all  the  stories  included  are  of  exceptional  merit,  but  all  are  written  in  a 
bared- to- the-bone  prose  which  is  used  to  express  the  spiritual  poverty,  fear,  and 
disorientation  of  his  characters.  While  all  critics  do  not  agree  on  the  merits  of 
their  style,  these  stories  add  greatly  to  the  reader's  understanding  of  Graham 
Greene,  the  novelist. 

Hamilton,  Mathi-Boynton.  On  winter's  traces,  Uv  19U8  NY  Guild 

Harding,  Helen  E.  Manual  of  high  school  English.  3v  1932  Student  Library, 
NYPL 

Hicks,  J.  R.  Value  and  capital,  Uv  1939  Student  Library,  NYPL 

Horan,  Kenneth.  Mama  took  up  travel.  Uv  Grade  lj  19U7  Chicago 
Continues  the  Ingram  family  memoirs.  This  time  the  Ingrams  travel  to  Europe.  The 
book  received  mixed  reviews. 

Italian  text:  Marinoni,  A.  Andiamo  in  Italia,  3v  Student  Library,  NYPL 

Italian  text:  Rendi,  Renzo,  and  Tutt,  Charles  H.  Italian  reader  for  beginners. 
Student  Library,  NYPL 

Keyes,  Frances  Parkinson.  Once  on  esplanade;  a  cycle  between  two  Creole  wed- 
dings. 2v  19U7  LC 
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A  novel  for  young  readers  that  tells  the  story  of  a  New  Orleans  family  during  a 
period  in  the  1830' s  between  the  marriages  of  two  sisters. 

Landman,  Solomon,  and  Efron,  Benjamin.  Story  without  end;  an  informal  history 
of  the  Jewish  people «  5>v  Grade  if  19U9  Chicago 

A  concise  elementary  history  which  points  up  the  high  lights  of  four  thousand  years 
of  history. 
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BRAILLE  BOOK  REVIEW,  November  195l 
PRESS-MADE  BOOKS 

All  press-made  or  Talking  Books  here  noted  are  provided  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. Copies  of  these  government-supplied  books  are  placed  in  the  twenty-six  region- 
al libraries  which  serve  the  blind.  A  list  of  these  libraries  appears  regularly  in 
the  January  and  June  numbers  of  the  magazine. 

Readers  are  required  to  borrow  books  from  the  library  designated  by  the  Library 
of  Congress  to  serve  their  respective  territories* 

In  the  list  which  follows,  the  book  notations  are  based  on  information  appe  ar- 
ing  in  the  "Book  Review  Digest"  and  other  standard  reference  works. 

Bailey,  C.  S.  Tops  and  whistles;  true  stories  of  early  American  toys  and  children. 
2v  1937  APH  $5.90  (Not  a  publication  of  the  ILS.  Government) 
Juvenile  non-fiction 
Buck,  Pearl  S.  Stories  for  little  children  Pamphlet  19h0  APH  60tf  (Not  a  pub- 
lication of  the  U.  S.  Government)  Juvenile  fiction 
Buff,  Mary  M.  Dancing  cloud;  the  Navajo  boy.  Pamphlet  1937  APH  800  (Not  a 

publication  of  the  U.S.  Government)  Juvenile  fiction 
-Carpenter,  Frances.  Tales  of  a  Chinese  grandmother.  3v  1937  APH  $7.95  (Not  a 

publication  of  the  U.S.  Government) 
y   Chinese  myths  and  fairy  tales  for  juvenile  readers. 
"Dodge,  David.  20,000  leagues  behind  the  8  ball.  3v  1951  APH 

The  author  of  two  other  serio-comic  travel  books  with  screwball  titles  has  written 
another  describing  his  experiences  going  back  and  forth  across  South  America  with 
his  family  in  search  of  cheaper  living.   They  end  up  in  Southern  France.  The 
book  is  lighthearted  but  surprisingly  informative,  too. 
Douglas,  E.  T.  Appleseed  farm,  lv  19U8  APH  $2.30  (Not  a  publication  of  the 
i        U.S.  Government)  Juvenile  fiction 
J  Erdman,  Charles  R.  Your  Bible  and  you.  2v  195l  APH 

An  interpretation  of  the  King  James  version  of  the  Bible  aimed  at  making  the 
reader  a  daily  reader  of  the  Scriptures. 
Fallon,  Carlos,  A  variety  of  Fallon.  3v  1950  APH 

The  Fallon  family  originated  in  Ireland  and  went  to  Colombia  in  the  eighteenth 
century.  This  descendant  of  the  Fallons  describes  his  own  life  and  that  of  his 
family  in  Colombia  and  in  New  Orleans,  where  his  father  served  as  Consul. 
V Fuller,  Timothy.  Keep  cool,  Mr.  Jones.   2v  1950  APH  Detective  story 
\Glick,  Carl.  The  secret  of  serenity.  2v  1951  APH 

Informal,  entertainingly  written  chapters  on  applications  of  the  Chinese  philo- 
sophy of  life  as  the  author  has  observed  them  among  his  friends  and  acquaintances 
in  Chinatown  in  New  York  City. 
Lancaster,  Bruce.  Venture  in  the  East.  Uv  1951  APH 

Historical  fiction  which  tells  of  the  adventures  of  members  of  the  Dutch  East 
India  Company  stationed  in  Japan  during  the  seventeenth  century.  The  descriptions 
of  customs,  rituals  and  other  aspects  of  the  existing  culture  demonstrate  ex- 
haustive research  done  by  the  author.  Critical  opinion  was  largely  favorable. 
\   Lane,  Ferdinand. C.  The  story  of  mountains.  7v  1950  APH 

Facts  culled  from  geography.,  geology,  meteorology  and  history  are  intermingled,  but 
over  and  over  the  author  returns  to  his  theme  of  man  versus  mountains.  This  is 
especially  good  for  readers  interested  in  natural  phenomena  but  with  little  tech- 
\   nical  knowledge, 
j Lewis,  Alfred.  Home  is  an  island.  2v  1951  CPH 

A  sixteen-year-old  youth  about  to  leave  his  home  in  the  Azores  and  go  to  America 
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begins  to  think  back  over  the  events  of  his  brief  life.  With  the  close  of  the 
book  he  is  starting  on  his  journey.  The  book  is  thin  in  substance,  but  the 
quality  of  the  writing  is  of  exceptional  merit » 
Link,  Henry  C.  The  way  to  security «  2v  1951  APH 

A  discussion  of  social,  emotional  and  economic  fears  which  offers  a  spiritual 
as  well  as  practical  antidote,  and  calls  upon  religious  resources  to  offset  the 

1    troubled  tenor  of  these  times. 

^Murphy,  Grace  E.B.  There's  always  adventure;  the  story  of  a  naturalist's  wife,  Uv 

1951  CPH 

The  biography  of  a  naturalist's  wife.  The  journeys  they  took  in  South  America, 
Europe  and  the  subantartic  were  sometimes  complicated  by  their  three  children, 
but  all  their  travels  brought  them  adventure,  and  the  narrative  about  them  is  re- 
lated with  humor. 
Musselman,  Morris  M.  Get  a  horse',  j  the  story  of  the  automobile  in  America.  3v  1950 

APH 
j      History  written  by  a  humorist.  It  is  a  saga  of  the  automobile  from  its  inception 
half  a  century  ago  until  today,  with  emphasis  on  the  major  milestones, 
J  Perry,  George  S.  Tale  of  a  foolish  farmer,  2v  1951  CPH 

Stories  about  the  author1  s  two  small  farms  in  Texas  which  he  ran,  sometimes  from 
long  distances,  with  the  help  of  a  Negro  family.  Their  trials  with  the  weather, 
j      cattle  and  unmanageable  farm  machinery  are  told  with  humor. 
./Rusk,  Ralph  L.  The  life  of  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson.  9v  19U9  BIA 

A  life  of  the  nineteenth-century  writer  based  largely  on  his  unpublished  manu- 
scripts, journals  and  letters.  All  reviewers  agree  that  this  is  a  scholarly 
iand  accurate  biography  which  shows  Emerson  as  a  more  practical  person  than  has 
been  believed.  All  reviewers  agree  that  it  is  an  extremely  readable  book. 
Steele,  Wilbur  Daniel.  Diamond  wedding.  Uv  1950  APH 

The  long  story  of  a  man  of  the  Old  West,  Gowd  Skinner,  and  the  New  England  woman 
of  gentle  birth  and  breeding,  who  remained  his  only  love  through  life.  Gowd  be- 
came a  leading  citizen  of  Colorado,  and  when  the  children  gave  Hope  and  Gowd  an 
elaborate  diamond  wedding  celebration,  there  was  a  surprise  ending.  Mixed  reviews. 
Stimpson,  George.  A  book  about  American  history.  7v  1950  APH 

A  collection  of  miscellaneous  questions  on  the  subject  of  American  history,  an- 
I  swered  in  narrative  form. 
FanDoren,  Dorothy.  The  country  wife.  2v  1950  CPH 

Semi-autobiographical  sketches  of  life  in  the  country,  namely  Connecticut.  Epi- 
sodic, anecdotal  and  fun,  if  you  are  one  who  likes  to  read  about  country  living. 

TALKING  BOOK  OF  SELECTED  RELIGIOUS  MATERIAL 

The  first  installment  of  a  Talking  Book  of  selected  religious  materials  in 
poetry  and  prose  will  be  available  in  December  (two  records).  Requests  for  perma- 
nent possession  of  these  records  should  be  sent  directly  to:  The  John  Milton 
Society,  156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  YorK  10,  New  Yorko 

/  TALKING  BOOKS 

'  Altick,  Richard  D.  The  scholar  adventurers.  26r  1950  AFB  Read  by  Kermit  Murdock 
Dr.  Altick  of  Ohio  State  University  has  assembled  a  number  of  true  and  authentic 
literary  detective  stories  in  which  scholars  have  solved  baffling  literary  mys- 
teries. Among  the  "cases"  described  are  the  finding  of  the  Codex  Sinai ticus,  the 
recovery  of  James  Boswell' s  diaries  in  an  Irish  castle,  the  murder  of  Christopher 
Marlowe,  and  the  amazing  forgeries  of  Wise  and  Colliers. 


( 
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arming,  Margaret  C.  Give  us  our  years.  15>r  1950   APH  Read  by  George  Patterson 
Character  study  of  Eve  Starr,  a  wealthy,  beautiful  woman,  wife  of  a  Chicago 
business  man.  Eve  was  considered  one  of  the  country's  best  dressed  women,  and 
as  she  approached  middle  age  she  was  living  a  serene  and  happy  life,  until  she 

/  attempted  to  rule  the  lives  of  her  two  grown  children. 
\/Bolles,  Edmund  B,  Tyrant  from  Illinois;  Uncle  Joe  Cannon's  experiment  with  personal 
power.  l8r  1951  AFB  Read  by  Carl  Emory 

Joe  Cannon  was  Speaker  of  the  House  from  1906  to  1910,  and  in  that  period  achiev- 
ed a  measure  of  great  personal  power.  Mr,  Bolles'  book  deals  with  this  aspect 
of  Joe  Cannon'  s  personality.  Within  these  self-imposed  limitations,  the  author 
has  written  a  very  good  book. 
v  Christie,  Agatha.  A  murder  ia  announced.  13r  1950,  APH  Read  by  Morris  Flournoy 

I      Detective  story 

fcope,  Harley  F.,  and  Karig,  Walter.  Battle  submerged;  submarine  fighters  of  World 
War  II  l5r  1951  AFB  Read  by  Lauren  Gilbert 

Admiral  Cope  and  Captain  Karig  give  in  a  highly  organized  and  efficient  form  what 
is  essentially  a  picture  of  the  versatility  of  the  modern  submarine.  From  hundreds 
of  battle  reports  and  war-patrol  diaries  they  have  skillfully  arranged  by  type 
of  mission  a  number  of  outstanding  exploits  to  fill  in  a  concept  of  each  type  of 
duty. 

Delves-Broughton,  Josephine.  The  heart  of  a  queen,  hkr     19h9     AFB  Read  by  Carmen 
Matthews 

The  author  of  this  historical  novel  draws  an  imaginative  but  not  fanciful  portrait 
of  Queen  Elizabeth  of  England.  The  story  turns  around  what  the  author  holds  are 
the  motivating  factors  of  Elizabeth's  life:  her  love  for  England,  for  Dudley,  and 
for  Essex.  Reviews  were  favorable. 

Edward  VIII,  king  of  Great  Britain  (abdicated  1936).  A  king's  story:  the  memoirs 
of  the  Duke  of  Windsor.  3Ur  1951  AFB  Read  by  John  Knight 
Reminiscences  of  the  present  Duke  of  Windsor,  covering  his  life  from  birth  to 

y/his  abdication  in  1936* 
'--E'liot,  George,  pseudonym,  Silas  Marner.  13r  APH  Read  by  Morris  Flournoy 

A  classic  among  the  novels  of  English  literature .  First  published  in  l86l,  the 
story  concerns  a  wronged  and  despised  weaver  who  shuts  himself  up  with  his  gold 
in  misanthropic  solitude,  but  his  gold  is  stolen  and  a  little  child  wins  him  back 
to  hope  and  love. 
..  Fineman,  Irving.  Ruth  17r  19^9  APH  Read  by  George  Patterson 

Novelized  version  of  the  Old  Testament  story  of  Ruth  the  Moabite,  who  followed 
her  mother-in-law  Naomi  back  to  Bethlehem  after  they  had  both  been  widowed.  Mix- 
ed reviews,  but  mostly  favorable. 
Fitzgerald,  F.  Scott.  Tender  is  the  night.  22r  193^  APH  Read  by  Alexander 
Scour by 

In  recent  months  there  has  been  a  revival  of  interest  in  the  writings  of  Fitz- 
gerald who  has  painted  the  classic  picture  of  the  Twenties — the  Jazz  Age  as  it 
has  been  called.  In  this  novel  he  tells  the  story  of  an  American  couple  living 
in  France  and  who  return  to  America.  It  is  a  beautifully  told  tale  of  their 
/  loves  and  fears  and  of  the  final  dissolution  of  one  of  them. 
v/ox,  John,  Jr.  The  little  shepherd  of  kingdom  come*  17r  1936  APH  Read  by  Milton 
Metz 

The  story  of  a  homeless  mountain  boy  in  pre-Civil  War  Kentucky.  He  has  been  cared 
for  by  two  families  and  finds  himself  distraught  by  this  divided  loyalty  and  the 
stigma  of  having  no  family  of  his  own.  When  the  war  breaks  out  he  joins  the 
Union  army.  In  a  series  of  adventures,  he  discovers  his  true  identity  and  finds 
love  and  happiness. 
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/Henry,  Thomas  R.  The  white  continent.  lUr  1950  AFB  Read  by  Eugene  Earl 
^   A  factual  study  of  the  Antartic  continent  by  a  science  journalist  who  was  with 
the  19U6-7  Navy  expedition,  under  Admirals  Byrd  and  Cruzen. 
/Heyerdahl,  Thor,  Kon-Tiki;  across  the  Pacific  by  raft.  Translated  by  F.  H.  Lyon. 
l6r  1950  APH  Read  by  Milton  Metz 

Some  years  ago  the  author  conceived  the  theory  that  Polynesia  may  have  been 
orieinally  settled  by  men  who  crossed  the  U,000  miles  of  ocean  from  Peru  in 
rafts  made  of  balsa  wood.  To  prove  one  part  of  the  theory,  he  and  five  others 
built  a  raft  based,  on  primitive  models  and  set  off  across  the  Pacific.  The  book 
,  is  an  exciting  account  of  that  voyage. 
1     vLeahy,  William  D.  I  was  there.  39r  19*0  APH  Read  by  Walter  Gerard 

Based  on  notes  and  diaries,  the  book  recounts  the  experiences  of  the  Chief  of 
Staff  to  Presidents  Roosevelt  and  Truman  during  a  tenure  that  included  Cairo, 
,   Teheron,  Yalta  and  Potsdam. 
^Priestley,  John  B.  Bright  day.  2^r  2  pts  19U6  NIB  Read  by  Norman  Shelley 
Available  NYPL  (Not  a  publication  of  the  U.  S.  Government)        > 
A  novel  in  which  an  English  writer  of  screen  plays  retires  to  a  Cornish  hotel 
to  finish  a  script.  He  sees  a  couple  he  had  known  as  a  youth,  and  muses  about 
the  experiences  of  "that  bright  day"  long  ago.  Presently  19lU  and  19U5  meet  and 
some  old  stories  find  a  new  ending.  nlMTB 

V/Ryan,  John  Joseph.  The  Maggie  Murphy,  llr  1951  AFB  Read  by  Hugh  Fellows 

Two  boys  just  out  of  high  school  decided  to  try  their  luck  fishing  for  salmon 
in  Alaska.  They  fixed  up  a  derelict  boat,  and  set  out  with  only  $U0  in  cash 
apiece.  The  book  is  an  account  of  the  hardships  and  rewards  of  their  trip  into 
an  unruly  area  of  mechanized  civilization. 
>  ygfhute,  Nevil,  pseudonym.  The  legacy.  20r  1950  APH  Read  by  Burt  Blackwell. 
The  story  of  Jean  Paget,  a  London  typist,  falls  into  two  parts  held  together 
by  the  fact  that  an  uncle  left  her  a  fortune,  and  the  man  who  became  her  trustee 
became  interested  in  her  life  before  and  after  she  received  the  legacy.  The 
/   scene  is  London,  Malaya,  and  Australia.  Mixed  reviews, generally  favorable. 
v/Smith,  Walter  Bedell.  My  three  years  in  Moscow.  2Ur  1950  APH  Read  by  Bill 

Bladden  _,   .   _    .,   . 

Lieutenant  General  Smith  was  the  United  States  Ambassador  to  Russia  from  March 

/  19U6  to  March  19U9.  This  book  records  the  facts  and  impressions  of  his  mission. 
V'Spellman,  Francis,  Cardinal,  The  foundling.  lUr  1951  AFB  Read  by  John  Brewster 
In  1918  Paul  Taggart  arrived  in  New  York  from  the  war,  scarred  and  lacking  an 
arm.  In  his  wanderings ,  he  finds  an  abandoned  baby  in  the  cathedral  and  turns 
it  over  to  the  Catholic  foundling  home.  With  renewed  faith  he  is  able  to  meet 
his  mother  and  the  girl  he  loved.  Married  he  wished  to  adopt  the  child  but 
could  not  because  Paul  was  a  Protestant.  Through  the  years  Paul  keeps  in  close 
touch  with  Peter,  and  when  in  World  War  II  Peter  must  face  a  personal  tragedy, 
Paul  is  loyal  and  steadfast.  Mixed  reviews. 

Stolz,  Mary  S.  To  tell  your  l?ve>     lUr  1950  APH  Read  by  Kenneth  Meeker 

A  novel  for  older  girls  about  a  summer  in  the  life  of  the  Armacost  family.  Anne 
was  heartbroken  because  the  youth  she  loved  chose  a  less  intense  partner.  Theo, 
the  plain  sister,  met  and  fell  in  love  with  no  fuss  at  all.  Fourteen-year-old 
Jonny,who  worried  about  being  skinny  and  tried  to  build  up  muscles,  kept  things 
going  with  his  pithy  remarks. 

,  Thane,  Elswyth,  pseudonym.  The  light  heart.  29r  19U7  AFH  Read  by  Kenneth  Meeker 
The  fourth  volume  in  the  author1  s  series  of  historical  novels  about  the  Spragues 
and  the  Days  of  Williamsburg,  Virginia,   The  tme  is  the  early  twentieth  century. 
/  The  book  closes  after  a  raid  on  London  during  World  War  1-. 

/Thomas,  Lowell,  Jr.  Out  of  this  world}  across  the  Himalayas  to  forbidden  Tibet. 
lUr  1950  AFB  Read  by  Bucky  Kozlow.* 


Account  of  a  journey  to  Tibet  which  culminated  in  an  audience  with  the  Dalai 
Lama  in  the  Holy  City  of  Lhasa.   The  narrative  is  interspersed  with  fascinating 
/   descriptions  of  the  country  and  its  customs, 

JVallentin,  Antonina.  H.  G.  Wells:  prophet  of  our  day.  Translated  by  Daphne  Wood- 
ward. 27r  1950  AF3  Read  by  Noel  Leslie 

A  biography  of  this  English  man  of  letters  who  died  in  19U6,  translated  from  the 
French,  The  author  takes  into  account  Wells'  early  poverty  and  its  effect  on  his 
later  life,  and  suggests  that  there  is  a  larger  autobiographical  element  in 
i  Wells'  fiction  than  one  would  have  supposed . 

\  Walker,  Mildred.   The  southwest  corner.  £r  1951  AFB  Read  by  Kate  McComb 

Marcia  Elder  at  83  had  soent  all  of  her  life  on  her  Vermont  fcu.ltop  farm,  and 
many  of  those  years  she  had  been  alone.  The  approach  of  another  winter  worried 
*ar,  so  she  advertised  for  a  companion.  The  working  out  of  that  arrangement  makes 
the  story.  Reviews  favorable. 

\/Wodehouse,  P.  G.  The  mating  season.  l6r  19U9  NIB  Read  by  Franklin  Engelmann 
Available  NYPL  (Not  a  publication  of  the  U.S.  Government) 

This  is  a  typically  Wodehousi an  setting  and  characters.  A  country  estate  fur- 
nished with  a  comely  parlormaid,  a  constable  of  the  bulldog  breed,  the  vicar  of 
a  needy  church,  assorted  maiden  aunts,  and  others.  Reviews  generally  favorable. 

JAMES  JOYCE 
From  "American  Authors  1600-1900" 

James  Joyce  (February  2,  1882-January  13,  19UD,  Irish  novelist,  was  born^  James 
Augustine  Aloysius  Joyce  in  Rathgar,  a  suburb  of  Dublin,  in  the  seething  political 
era  when  Parnell  was  the  hope  of  Ireland.  His  father,  John  Stanislaus  Joyce,  is 
described  as  an  Irish  Micawber,  a  jolly,  bibulous,  pugnacious  good  fellow  notorious 
in  Dublin  for  his  reckless  extravagance,  his  biting  wit,  and  his  monocle.  His  mother 
Mary  Jane  Joyce,  a  brilliant  pianist,  was  a  proud,  handsome,  sensitive  woman  whose 
life  was  dominated  by  two  masters:  John  Stanislaus  and  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

As  a  small,  sensitive  lad  of  six,  James  Joyce  was  sent  to  the  best  Jesuit  school 
in  Ireland,  historic  Clongowes  Wood  College,  Clane,  where  he  spent  three  unforgettable 
years.  At  nine,  hearing  his  father's  friends  discussing  Parnell,  the  boy  wrote  a 
virulent  attack  against  Tim  Healy  which  his  father  had  published  as  a  small  pamphlet, 
all  copies  of  which  have  been  lost. 

In  1891,  doubtless  for  financial  reasons,  James  was  withdrawn  from  Clongowes 
•food  and  for  two  years  he  remained  at  home  in  Dublin  until  his  father  secured  a 
free  tuition  for  him  at  Belvedere  College,  Dublin,  a  similar  Jesuit  institution. 
Here  he  remained  from  his  eleventh  to  his  fifteenth  year,  excelling  in  essay  writing. 
One,  entitled  "My  Favourite  Hero,"  was  on  Ulysses.   Joyce  was  an  excellent  scholar, 
an  omnivorous  reader,  captain  of  the  school  in  his  last  year.  He  wrote  poetry, 
translated  from  the  Latin,  studied  four  languages.  At  Belvedere  he  considered  join- 
ing the  Jesuit  Order,  but  despite  the  wishes  of  his  mother,  who  b ecame  more  pious 
with  age,  he  decided  against  it.  From  1898  to  1902  Joyce  attended  University  Col- 
lege (also  Jesuit).  He  studied  Aristotle  and  Aquinas,  Latin,  Italian,  French,  and 
even  Norwegian  in  order  to  read  Ibsen.  Gaelic  he  would  not  touch. 

In  April  1900  the  venerable  "Fortnightly  Review"  printed  an  essay  entitled 
"Ibsen's  New  Drama,"  a  criticism  of  "When  We  Dead  Awaken,"  which  Joyce  had  read  in 
the  original  immediately  upon  publication.  In  1901  when  the  proposed  National  Thea- 
tre for  Ireland  was  being  launched,  Joyce  denounced  it  as  a  surrender  to  the  mob, 
a  betrayal  of  the  artist  who  should  know  no  national  boundaries a     Unable  to  get  this 
essay  regularly  published,  he  had  it  printed  as  a  two-penny  pamphlet,  "The  Day  of 
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Rabblement." 

Shortly  after  taking  his  bachelor'  s  degree  in  October  1902  Joyce  left  Dublin 
for  Paris .  "I  will  not  serve  that  in  which  I  no  longer  believe,"  he  wrote  later 
in  "A  Portrait  of  the  Artist  as  a  Young  Man,"  "whether  it  calls  itself  my  hoir.e,  my 
fatherland  or  my  churchc"  He  had  two  letters  of  introduction,  one  from  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  Dublin';  a  pound  or  so,  and  some  poems,  He  attended  one  class  at  the  Col- 
lege de  Medecine  but  dropped  out  on  learning  that  fees  had  to  be  paid  in  cash  in 
advance.  Soon  he  was  practically  starving.  He  wrote  some  plotless  sketches  called 
"Epiphanies,"  later  introduced  into  the  "Portrait."  In  his  favorite  cafe  he  almost 
got  into  a  duel  with  a  German  poet  who  worshipped  the  Aryan  race— a  prejudice  inimi- 
cal to  Joyce.  In  April  1903  he  was  summoned  home  to  his  dying  mother's  bedside,  and 
for  four  months  he  watched  her  die.  In  190b  he  left  home  and  lived  in  cheap  rooms ; 
carrying  his  own  bedposts  around  with  him.  An  entire  section. of  "Ulysses"  is  based 
on  his  experiences  as  a  teacher  at  Clifton  School,  Dalkey,  in  the  spring  of  190L, 
at  which  time  he  lived  for  a  short  while  in  the  Martello  Tower  at  Sandy cove,  one  of 
fifteen  battlements  built  in  180U  when  invasion  of  Britain  was  threatened. 

On  June  10,  190U,  Joyce  met  Nora  Joseph  Barnacle,  a  witty,  auburn-haired  girl, 
non-literary  but  charming,  who  had  come  to  Dublin  from  Galway  to  earn  her  living. 

•By  October  they  were  married  and  on  their  way  to  Zurich,  where  an  employment  agency 
promised  him  a  job  in  the  Berlitz  School.   (In  1931  the  Joyces  were  re-married  in 
London,  "for  testamentary  reasons.")  The  agency  proved  to  be  a  swindle  but  Joyce 
did  get  a  job  in  the  Berlitz  School  in  Trieste  (then  Austria)  at  80  pounds  a  year. 

Joyce's  history  for  the  next  quarter  of  a  century  is  the  history  of  one  long 
struggle  for  publication, 

"Chamber  Music,"  a  slight  volume  of  lyrics  written  during  his  last  year  in  Dub- 
lin, was  rejected  by  four  London  publishers,  one  of  whom  failed  to  return  the  manu- 
script, before  it  was  finally  published  by  Elkin  Mathews  in  1907.  Although  press 
notices  were  favorable,  and  at  least  five  composers  made  settings  of  the  songs, 
"Chamber  Music"  brought  Joyce  not  a  penny  in  royalties. 

"Dubliners,"  a  group  of  short  stories  begun  in  190k,  was  completed  the  follow- 
ing year,  but  such  was  the  squeamishness  of  the  Edwardian  era  that  the  work  was  not 
published  until  191U.  Two  publishers  broke  contracts  rather  than  risk  sponsoring 
^      the  book.  Thinking  to  publish  the  book  himself  Joyce  came  to  Dublin  in  1912  to  buy 
the  sheets,  but  the  printer  refused  to  sell,  destroyed  them,  and  broke  up  the  type. 
Joyce  left  Ireland  never  to  return,  despite  personal  invitations  from  Yeats  and 
proffered  membership  in  the  Irish  Academy  of  Letters. 

"A  Portrait  of  the  Artist  as  a  Young  Man,"  a  strictly  autobiographical  novel 
depicting  Joyce's  Jesuitical  schooling  and  his  gropings  toward  a  working  aesthetic, 
was  tentatively  entitled  "Stephen  Hero."  Joyce  conceived  it  as  a  huge  book  running 
to  more  than  three  hundred  thousand  words,  but  he  decided  instead  to  write  a  sequel 
called  "Ulysses."  The  "portrait"  is  dated  "Dublin,  190U.  Trieste,  19lU."  During 
these  ten  years,  isolated  and  unrecognized,  he  had  "the  delicate  task  of  living  and 
of  supporting  two  (later  three:  Giorgio  was  born  1905;  Lucia  1907)  other  trusting 
souls  on  a  salary  of  80  pounds  a  year  for  teaching  the  English  language. . .as  quick- 
ly as  possible  with  no  delays  for  elegance."  This  he  called  his  "interrupted  life," 
and  he  regarded  his  writing  as  his  only  hope. 
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In  191k   Ezra  Pound,  leader  of  a  new  "revolutionary"  movement  of  vanguard  writ- 
ers including  Wyndham  Lewis ;  Richard  Aldington,  and  T.  S.  Eliot,  who  wished  to 
"blast"  out  the  stuffy  Edwardian  epoch,  asked  Joyce' s  permission  to  include  a  poem 
from  "Chamber  Music"  in  his  first  "Imagist  Anthology- i!  To  Pound,  Joyce  sent  his 
manuscript  of  the  "Portrait;"  and  serial  publication  was  immediately  arranged  in 
the  vanguard  English  magazine ^  "Egoist."  The  Egoist  Press  attempted  to  publish 
this  novel  in  book  form,  but  no  printer  in  the  British  Isles  would  "for  one  moment 
entertain  any  idea  of  printing  such  a  production,"  as  one  of  them  said)  ultimately 
the  Egoist  Press  had  to  import  sheets  from  America,  where  Ben  W,  Huebsch  publisher 
the  book  in  1916, 

"Ulysses"  was  conceived  in  1906  as  a  story  for  "Dubliners,"  but  Joyce  did  roc 
begin  writing  this  most  elaborate  of  novels  until  19lU,  in  Trieste,  just  after  coin 
pie ting  his  three-act  play  "Exiles."  During  the  First  World  War,  in  which  Joyce 
took  little  interest  and  no  sides,  he  managed  to  leave  Trieste  and  settled  in  Zurich 
Here,  tormented  by  poverty  and  increasing  eye  troubles,  he  struggled  to  complete 
"Ulysses."  His  friends  interceded  with  Prime  Minister  Asquith  for  aid,  with  the 
result  that  the  Privy  Purse  sent  Joyce  100  pounds.  Joyce  refused  to  serve  in  the 
British  Army,  but  he  did  lend  his  services  to  the  English  Players,  a  semi -propagan- 
dists acting  company  formed  in  Zurich  during  the  war.  In  1919  Joyce  returned  to 
the  now-Italian  Trieste;  the  following  year  Pound  persuaded  him  to  go  to  Paris, 
where  in  1921  "Ulysses"  was  finally  ended  with  the  word  "Yes." 

In  England  the  "Egoist"  had  serialized  those  parts  of  the  novel  which  the 
printer  would  consent  to  set  up;  in  America  the  "Little  Review"  published  twenty- 
three  installments  in  1918-20,  three  of  which  (January  and  June  1919,  January  1920) 
caused  the  magazine  to  be  confiscated  by  the  U.  S.  Post  Office  for  alleged  obscen- 
ity, The  editors,  the  Misses  Heap  and  Anderson,  were  fingerprinted  and  fined  $100. 
Thereupon  Mr.  Huebsch  declined  to  publish  the  book  unless  Joyce  would  make  it  "con- 
form to  the  law."  Publication  in  England  was  out  of  the  question. 

In  Paris,  however,  Miss  Sylvia  Beach  decided  to  publish  "Ulysses"  under  the 
imprint  Shakespeare  &  Co.,  the  name  of  her  vanguard  bookshop.  The  vast  novel  "as 
completely  reset  six  times,  Joyce  practically  rewriting  every  proof sheet  sent  him 
by  the  "scrupulous  and  understanding"  French  printers,  whose  task  was  simplified 
by  the  fact  that  they  did  not  realize  what  strange  English  they  were  putting  to- 
gether. On  Joyce1 s  fortieth  birthday  he  received  the  first  printed  copy  of  "Ulysses, 
a  heavy  book  bound  in  the  blue  and  white  of  the  Greek  flag.  The  thousand  numbered 
copies  of  this  edition  were  exhausted  within  a  month. 

First  reactions  varied  from  A.  E.' s  "greatest  fiction  of  the  twentieth  cen- 
tury" to  Alfred  Noyes1  "It  is  simply  the  foulest  book  that  has  ever  found  its  way 
into  print."  The  "Dublin  Review"  declared:  "A  great  Jesuit- trained  talent  has 
gone  over  malignantly  and  mockingly  to  the  powers  of  evil." 

Of  the  second  printing  of  2,000  copies  (printed  from  the  same  plates  but  by 
John  Rodker,  Paris,  for  the  Egoist  Press,  London),  £00  were  burned  in  New  York  by 
the  U.  S.  Post  Office.  The  English  customs  authorities  at  Folkestone  confiscated 
U99  copies  of  the  third  edition  of  £00  copies. 

Wherever  "Ulysses"  was  banned,  it  was  smuggled  in.  In  the  United  States  bowd- 
lerized, pirated,  and  forged  editions  appeared  which  Joyce  could  not  protest  because 
he  held  no  copyright.  It  was  not  until  1933  that  Americans  were  legally  permitted  to 
read  the  book,  when  U.S.  District  Judge  John  M.  Woolsey  ruled,  in  a  now  famous  de- 
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cision,  that  "whilst  in  many  places.. "Ulysses" ...is  somewhat  emetic,  nowhere  does 
it  tend  to  be  an  aphrodisiac."   This  decision  was  upheld  by  the  Federal  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals,  with  a  lone  dissent  by  Judge  Martin  J.  Manton  (later  removed 
and  jailed  for  corruption  in  office).  The  Random  House  edition  of  193k   was  the 
first  legally  printed  in  any  English-speaking  country.   Thirty-five  thousand  aopies 
were  sold  immediately., 

"Ulysses"  describes  a  single  day  in  Dublin,  June  16,  190lw  The  characters  and. 
events  parallel  in  an  ingenious  and  sometimes  imperceptible  manner  the  "Odyssey"  t>f 
Homer,  almost  every  detail  of  which  can  be  found  disguised  in  "Ulysses,"  Each  epi- 
sode is  written  in  a  style  appropriate  to  the  subject  matter,  moreover  eaph  episode 
features  an  organ  of  the  human  body,  a  science  or  art,  a  symbol,  and  a  color. 
"Xeyes"  and  "guides"  have  been  written  interpreting  "Ulysses,"  the  best  of  which, 
by  Stuart  Gilbert,  is  almost  as  long  as  the  novel  itself. 

As  "Ulysses"  deals  with  the  day  and  the  conscious  mind,  "Finnegans  Wake"  (1939), 
whiJh  occupied  Joyce  for  seventeen  years,  deals  with  the  night  and  the  subconsoious; 
it  is  the  first  attempt  to  articulate  the  wordless  world  of  sleep.  Written  in  a 
dream  language  compounded  of  dozens  of  languages,  including  Eskimo,  it  contains  not 
a  single  sentence  to  guide  the  reader  in  interpreting  it,  not  a  single  direct  state- 
ment of  what  it  is  about.  "Whether  Joyce  is  eventually  convicted  of  assaulting  the 
king's  English  with  intent  to  kill,  or  whether  he  has  really  added  a  cubit  to  her 
stature,  she  will  never  be  quite  the  same  again,"  said  "Time";  while  Harry  Levin, 
in  his  essay  "On  First  Looking  into  "Finnegans  Wake","  concluded:  "Among  the  ac- 
knowledged masters  of  English — and  there  can  be  no  further  delay  in  acknowledging 
that  Joyce  is  among  the  greatest — there  is  no  one  with  so  much  to  express  and  so 
little  to  say... The  detachment  which  can  look  upon  the  conflicts  of  civilization 
with  so  many  competing  vocables  is  wonderful  and  terrifying." 

Joyce  spent  his  latter  years  in  Paris  with  his  wife,  his  son  Giorgio,  and 
Giorgio1  s  son  Stephen,  who  called  his  adoring  grandfather  "Nono."  Joyce's  daughter 
Lucia,  afflicted  with  a  nervous  disorder,  Vas  in  a  sanatorium;  on  her  Joyce  spent 
much  of  the  income  left  him  by  Harriet  Weaver,  an  admirer  of  his  work. 

In  June  19U0,  when  the  French  army  fell  back  from  Paris  before  the  onrushing 
Germans,  the  Joyces  were  forced  out  of  Vichy,  where  they  were  visiting.  They  took 
refuge  in  nearby  St.  Gerand-le-Puy  and  applied  for  a  visa  to  Switzerland,  but  the 
Swiss  government  demanded  a  $7000  bond  (reduced  eventually  to  $3500,  contributed 
by  friends).  The  Joyces  arrived  practically  penniless  in  Zurich,  dependent  on  money 
raised  for  them  in  the  United  States.  Worry  over  the  poor  reception  of  "Finnegans 
Wake,"  their  financial  plight,  and  the  fate  of  Lucia,  whom  they  could  not  rescue 
from  occupied  France,  finally  induced  Joyce's  collapse.  The  end  came  after  an 
operation  for  a  malignant  duodenal  ulcer,  followed  by  two  blood  transfusions. 

?or  years  he  had  been  nearly  blind,  having  undergone  ten  major  eye  operations. 
His  later  writing  was  done  in  a  big  hand  on  large  sheets  of  paper.  A  family  man, 
he  called  himself  a  "born  monogaraist."  He  spoke  Italian  as  smoothly  as  English, 
flawless  French,  fluent  German,  knew  some  twelve  other  tongues  including  Lapp,  and 
numerous  dialects  as  well.  He  smoked  cigarettes  or  thin  cigars  and  drank  only  white 
wines,  out  never  during  the  day.  He  loved  to  dance — flinging  himself  about  with 
wild  abandon,  as  if  he  had  no  bones — and  to  sing.  Tall,  slender,  and  very  erect 
though  loose  of  carriage,  he  was  quiet,  self-contained;  and  courteous,  almost  court- 
ly. He  dressed  with  conservative  elegance,  beringed  hands  being  his  only  exoticism 
aside  from  his  inovi.  table  walking-stick.  Sometimes  he  wore  a  black  patch  over  his 
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left  eye  beneath  the  almost  spherical  lens  of  his  glasses. 

In  many  respects  the  death  of  Joyce  marked  the  end  of  an  era.     His  writings, 
in  the  words  of  "Time,"   "had  been  the  most  massive,   inclusive,   eloquent  statement 
of  Europe's  intellectual  and  moral  chaos,   a  chaos  now  audible  and  visible  in  the 
falling  walls  of  Europe's  cities.     And  Joyce  had  died  in  the  midst  of  this  downfall— 
perhaps  because  of  it.     There  was   something  about  his  death  that  suggested  the  great 
Bishop  of  Hippo,  St.  Augustine 5   dying  at  the   close  of  the  Roman  world  to  the  echo 
of  Vandal  swords  against  the  city  gates." 

Editor's  note:  Among  the  author's  books   the  following  are  in  braille  or   Talk- 
ing Book  form: 

The  Dead     In  Charles  Neider's   "Short  Novels  of  the  Masters"     9v 

APH 
The  Dub  liners     17r     AFB 
The  Dubliners     3*"    APH 
A  Portrait  of  the  Artist  as  a  Young  Man     3v    BIA 
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J  Lewis,  Frank,  and  Corchia,  Alfred  J,  Kerry,  the  fire-engine  dog.  lv  Grade  lj  19h9 
If    Chicago  Juvenile  fiction 

^/Lipsky,  Eleazar.  The  kiss  of  death.  3v  19U7  LC  A  crime  novel 
|/McLaverty,  Michael.  The  three  brothers*  Uv  19U8  LC 

/  A  story  of  a  middle-class  Irish  family  headed  by  three  brothers,  Bob,  a  miser j 
/  D.  J.,  a  gambler  and  a  thief \   and  John,  an  honest,  upright  merchant. 
VMason,  Daniel  G.  From  song  to  symphony;  a  manual  of  music  appreciation.  Uv  192U 

Student  Library,  NYPL 
"  Maugham,  Hon.  Robert  C,  R.  Line  on  Ginger.  2v  1950  LC 

The  story  of  James  Merton' s  search  for  a  former  comrade,  Ginger.  In  his  quest, 
he  meets  other  members  of  his  tank  unit.  When  he  succeeds  in  finding  Ginger,  James 
is  not  sure  he  can  save  him  from  the  life  of  crime  he  has  chosen  and  he  is  left 
with  the  feeling  that  all  the  war  survivors  he  has  met  are  lonely  and  godless. 
) Meigs,  Cornelia.  Mounted  messenger.  3v  Grade  lj  19U3  Chicago 

Story  for  older  boys  and  girls  on  the  development  of  mail  routes  in  Pennsylvania  in 
in  1755.  The  hero  is  sixteen-year-old  Tom  Wetherall.  Shows  interesting  contrast 
between  the  old,  settled  districts  and  the  frontier. 
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BRAILLE  BOOK  REVIEW,  December  1951 

PRESS-MADE  BOOKS 

All  press-made  or  Talking  Books  here  noted  are  provided  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. Copies  of  these  Government-supplied  books  are  placed  in  the  twenty-six  region- 
al libraries  which  serve  the  blind.  A  list  of  these  libraries  appears  regularly  in 
the  January  and  June  numbers  of  the  magazine. 

Readers  are  required  to  borrow  books  from  the  library  designated  by  the  Library 
of  Congress  to  serve  their  respective  territories. 

In  the  list  which  follows,  the  book  notations  are  based  on  information  appear- 
ing in  the  "Book  Review  Digest"  and  other  standard  reference  works. 

Anthony,  Katharine.  Dolly  Madison;  her  life  and  times,  kv     19h9     HP 

A  detailed  life  history  of  the  wife  of  President  James  Madison.  Besides  being 
a  description  of  Dolly's  long  life,  the  book  serves  as  a  history  of  the  United 
States  through  two  wars:  the  Revolutionary  War  and  the  War  of  1812, 

Backer,  George.  The  deadly  parallel:  Stalin  and  Ivan  the  Terrible.  3v  1950  APH 
The  author  is  a  former  editor  of  the  "New  York  Post"  who  has  made  a  study  of 
Russian  history  and  who  sees  great  significance  in  the  current  glorification  of 
Ivan  IV  by  Soviet  historians. 

Bertenshaw,  Thomas.  Longmans  French  course.  Uv  1915  NIB  (Not  a  publication  of 
the  U.S.  Government) 
Standard  textbook  with  copious  exercises  and  vocabulary. 

Boswell' s  London  journal,  1762-1763,  with  introduction  and  notes  by  Frederick  A. 
Pottle,,  preface  by  Christopher  Morley.  5v  1950  APH 
James  Boswell  for  years  was  known  only  for  his  "Life  of  Samuel  Johnson."  The 
discovery  of  a  mass  of  manuscripts  in  1920  at  Malabride  Castle  in  Ireland  threw 
new  light  on  his  genius  and  versatility.  This  is  the  first  book  published  from 
the  newly  discovered  manuscripts  and  covers  Boswell'  s  early  years  in  London. 
Rave  reviews. 

Christie,  Agatha,  A  murder  is  announced.  3v  1950  NIB  Panda  #  139  (Not  a  pub- 
lication of  the  U.S.  Government)  Available  NYPL  A  murder  mystery 

Clemens,  Samuel  Langhorne,  The  lore  letters  of  Mark  Twain,  introduction  by  Dixon 
fleeter.  5v  19k9     CPH 

"By  giving  Mr.  Wecter  the  go-ahead  signal  on  this  collection,  the  Mark  Twain  es- 
tate, which  has  been  sitting  on  these  letters  for  nearly  50  years,  has  made  it 
possible  for  Twain's  fans  at  last  to  roam  the  inmost  quadrangle  of  his  private 
life.  They  will  find.,. a  humorist  so  desperately  in  love  that  he  writes  without 
fuSfu  /  v   boffolas>  a  confirmed  free-thinker  so  distrought  during  pre-troth 
that  he  fumblmgly  embraced  Congregationalism,  and  a  Mississippi  river-boat 
character  so  keen  to  make  romantic  headway  in  Elmira,New  York  that  he  willingly 
suppresses  his  best  verbal  instincts."  New  Yorker 

Defense  in  the  cold  war;  the  task  for  the  free  world;  a  report  by  a  Chatham  House 
Study  Group.  3v  NIB  Panda  #  137  Available  NYPL  (Not  a  publication  of  the 
U.S.  Government) 

Derleth,  August.  Still  small  voice;  the  biography  of  Zona  Gale.  3v  19U0  HP 
An  interpretative  biography  of  Zona  Gale  written  by  a  native  of  Sauk  City,  Wis- 
S;110  was  /  nfghbor  and  former  protege.  Includes  some  critical  study  of 
her  writings  and  a  fragment  of  Miss  Gale-s  unfinished  autobiography. 

Downes,  Anne  Miller,  The  high  hills  calling.  i;v  1951  CPH 

JT^u06'  brought  UP  t0  reSard  we*lth  as  his  birthright,  is  suddenly  faced 
with  the  prospect  of  the  failure  of  his  grandfather' s  mills.  From  playboy  to 
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mill  owner  is  itex's  part  in  the  next  few  years «      Interwoven  is  the  story  of 
ciex's  romantic  attachment  to  two  women.      The  scene  is  upper  New  York  State  dur- 
ing World  War  II « 

Farjeon,  Eleanor.     Fing  for  your  supper,     lv     1938     Ai  H     $2.65     (Mot  a  publication 
of  the  U.S.   Government)     Juvenile  poetry 

Flack,  Marjorie.     Walter.,    the  lazy  mouse.     Pamphlet     1937     APH     800      (Not  a  publica- 
tion of  the  U.S.   Government)     Juvenile  fiction 

Hall,   Manly  Palmer.      The  secret  destiny  of  America,      lv     I9hk     APH      ^UDlished   for 
the  Philosophical  Research  Society,    33UI  Griffith  Park   Building,    Los  Angeles, 
California.      (Not  a  publication  of  the  U.S.   Government) 

Kugelmass,   J.  Alvin.     Louis  Braille,  windows  for   the  blind,      lv     1951     HF 

This   ficticnaliz-ed  version  of  the  story  of  the  life  of  Louis  Braille  is   the  first 
full-length  book  on  the  subject.     Unfortunately,    there  are  many  inaccuracies   and 
errors . 

Look,  Al.     In  my  oack  yard.     Uv     1951     CPH 

The  author's  back  yard  is  all  of  Western  Colorado.      The   book   tells  what  the   au- 
thor learned  about  the  fossils,    geology  and  archeology  of  this  region  in  twenty 
years  following  his  discovery  of  a  dinosaur  bone.      Informally  written  but  author- 
itative. 

Moats,  Alice-Leone.     A   violent  innocence.      J>v     1951     APli 

Reminiscences  of  the  author's  childhood  in  Mexico,   some   thirty  years  age.     H  er 
father  was  an  American  businessman,   and  her  story  helps   to  understand  a  little 
of  what  happened  in  Mexico  during  the  years  of  revolution,    and  more  about  the 
Americans  who  happened  to  be  there. 

Norway,  Nevil  Shute.     Round  the  bend.     Uv     1951     APH 

A  novel  about  the  effectiveness  of  practical  religion.  It  tells  the  story  of  a 
skilled  Asiatic  airplane  mechanic  who,  by  his  example,  sets  a  pattern  of  a  "way 
of  life."     Reviews  mostly  favorable, 

Orton,  H.   F.     Grandmother's  cooky  jar,      lv     1930     APH     $2,65   (Not  a  publication  of 
the  U.S.  Government)     Juvenile  fiction 

Grton,   H.F.     Mystery  up  the  winding  stair,     lv     19u6    APH     $2.95     (Not  a  publication 
of  the  U.S.   Government)     Juvenile  fiction 

Orton,  H.    F.     Secret  of  the  rosewood  box.     lv     1937     APH     $2.65   (Not  a  publication 
of  the  U.S.   Government)     Juvenile  fiction 

Robertson,    Frank  C.     Hangman  of  the  humbug.      2v     1951     CPH     A  detective  story 

Runyon,  Damon.     All  this  and  that.     3v     NIB  Panda  #133    Available  TiPL     (Not  a 
publication  of  the  U.S.   Government) 

Short  stories  by  a  popular  writer  who  has  interpreted  the  semi-literate  American 
in  slangy  terms  and  unusual  observations. 

Stevenson,   Dorothy  E.      Young  Mrs.   Savage.     3v     19^9     BIA 

Light  fiction  that  tells  the  story  of  a  young  widow  with  four  children  who  goes 
to  spend  a  vacation  with  her  old  nurse  in  her  childhood  home  in  Scotland.  Here 
the  difficult  war  years  are  thrust  into  the  background  and  a  new  love  is  in  the 
offing. 

Walker,    David.     Geordie.    2v     1950     NIB     Panda  #  138     Available  NYPL     (Not  a  publica- 
tion of  the  U.S.  Government) 

Geordie  MacTaggard  at  fourteen  is  smaller  than  his  sweetheart,    Jean.     He  took 
exercises  and  learned  to  "put  the  shot,"   until  he  grew   to  be  six   feet  five.     He 
won  the  Olympics  and  ultimately  he  won  Jean.      Reviews  generally  agree   that  the 
story  is  slight  but  the  writing  excellent. 
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TALKING  BOOKS 

Mbi1v;     TZ  ^T^n    Ihe/osPels: vSt«  Matthew-St.   John.     King  James  version. 
i£  n  ?  ,R  y  Alexander  Scourby.     Published  for  the  American  Bible  Society, 

U50  Park  Avenue,   New  York,  New  York.     Price  to  olind  readers,   25  cents  per  reco-d 

swJiSn  S  Ce^S  ?°Stu!e  P6^  reCOrd*     iW0t  a  Publication  of  the  U.S.   Government)  ' 
Fox,   Paul  H.      The  daughter  of  Jairus.     8r     1951     AFB     Read  by  John  Brewster 

An  historical  novel  based  on  one  of  Christ's  miracles,    the  raising  from   the  dead 

of  the  daughter  of  Jairus.     Excellent  reviews, 

^fweste^fnovel  ^     VengeanCe  Valley*     llr     195°     AFB     ****  ^  D™  MacLaughlin 

Payne,  Pierre  S.  R„     The  young  emperor     26r     2  pts     1950     AFB     Read  by  Barry  Doig 

th«°Jf     ?  v, I?fV?uth?,days  0f  Shah  Jehan>  Prince  and  ^ter  the  emperor  during 
the  first  half  of  the  17th  century.     Reviews  mostly  favorable. 

Gerard"011  J*'   M°nSign0r'     Lift  up  your  heart«     l8r     1950    APH     Read  by  Walter 
An  inspirational  book  by  a  prominent  Catholic  spokesman, 
Onslow,  Kathryn.     Big  pan-out.     17r     195l    AFB  Read  by  Jim  Denver 

The  story  of  the  hectic  times  and  stirring  men  and  women  who  migrated  by  the 
thousands  into  the  Klondike  gold  fields.     Based  on  diaries,   letters  and  news- 

S2E  aCC£UritS  ^e  b°0k  recreates  the  birth,   growth  and  slow  death  of  the  great 
gamble 3     Favorable  reviews.  s-<=au 


CORRECTION 

of  thJhn^i0f?aplSiCalnSketC!?  °f  James  J°yce  aPP^ring  in  the  November  1951  issue 
™+   f         nf lle  B°°k  ?evlew\  was   tak^  from  the  book,    "Twentieth  Century  Authors    « 
not  from  "American  Authors  1600-1900,"   as  was  stated  incorrectly0  A^°rs, 

LIST  OF  FREE  MAGAZINES  IN  BRAILLE  EXCLUSIVE  OF  SCHOOL  MAGAZINES 
^"erhoo'd  ?oTthe  Blfnf  l^l^T ^I!  s»PPl—t.     Publisher:   American  Broth- 

Bad*eLIn50n"T,:  Publisher:  BadS?r  Association  of  the  Blind,  912  H.  Hawley  Road 
reSdS:'0^™on":n)Grad9  *  ^^  *  ""^  "»*   <°f  ^re^lXlU 

^efyS;  Ne"YSW'ora^12SllS!.oArrlCan  ^T^"  f°r  the  B1±nd>   «  *■*  ^th  St., 
guide  to'ofaiL  a^Tal^iri^or^lfcatot:'1"0^  "^  «^t  A«   « 
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Braille  Map  Quarterly.   Publisher:  Howe  Press,  Perkins  Institution,  Water town  72, 

Massachusetts.  Grade  2;  quarterly;  map  and  12  to  16  pages  of  text;  current  events 
Braille  Musician.  Publisher:  Jewish  Braille  Institute  of  America,  18U6  Harrison 

Avenue,  New  York  53,  N.  Y.  Grade  2;  bi-monthlyj  articles  of  interest  to  blind 

musicians  and  music  students. 
Braille  Radio  News.  Publisher:  Clovernook  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  Mt.  Healthy, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Grade  If 3  monthly  radio  magazine. 
Braille  Star  Theosophist.  Publisher:  Theosophical  Book  Association  for  the  Blind, 

Kronona,  Ojai,  California.  Grade  2;  quarterly;  theosophical  material. 
Catholic  Digest.  Publisher:  Catholic  Digest,  Ul  East  Eighth  Street,  St.  Paul  2, 

Minnesota.  Grade  1^-j  monthly;  summary  of  articles  of  general  interest. 
{Catholic  Messenger.  Publisher:  Catholic  Guild  for  the  Blind,  U9  Franklin  Street, 
!^V   Boston,  Massachusetts.  Grade  l§j  monthly;  magazine  for  children,  for  the  use 
N-of  the  students  at  Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Blind. 
Catholic  Review  for  the  Blind.  Publisher:  Xavier  Society  for  the  Blind,  15U  East 

23rd  Street,  New  York  10,  N.  Y.  Grade  2;  bi-monthly;  a  religious  magazine. 
Children's  Friend.  Publisher:  Christian  Record  Benevolent  Association,  3705  South 

U8  Street,  Lincoln,  Nebraska.  Grade  ljjfj  monthly;  a  magazine  for  children. 
Christian  Record.  Publisher:  Christian  Record  Benevolent  Association,  3705  South 

I18  Street,  Lincoln,  Nebraska.  Grade  l£  and  New  York  Point;  monthly;  religious 

articles  and  topics  of  general  interest. 
Christian  Record  Sabbath  School  Monthly.  Publisher:  Christian  Record  Benevolent 

Association,  3705  South  u8  Street,  Lincoln,  Nebraska.  Grade  lj  and  New  York 

Point;  a  religious  magazine  of  Bible  lessons. 
Church  Herald  for  the  Blind.  Publisher:  National  Council  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church,  Committee  on  Literature  for  the  Blind,  28l  Fourth  Avenue,  New  York, 

N.  Y. 
Detroit  Eye  Opener.  Publisher:  Metropolitan  Council  of  the  Blind,  1965  East  Outer 

Drive,  Detroit  12,  Michigan.  Grade  l|;  bi-monthly;  news  of  the  Metropolitan 

Council. 
Discovery.  Publiaher:  John  Milton  Society,  l£6  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  10,  N.  Y. 

Grade  lj;  monthly,  September -May;  a  religious  magazine  for  boys  and  girls  with 

Sunday  School  lessons. 
Forward  Day  by  Day.  Publisher:  Forward  Movement  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Grade  l|; 

bi-monthly;  a  religious  magazine. 
Good  Cheer.  Publisher:  Good  Cheer,  712  Madison  Street,  Topeka,  Kansas.  Grade  2; 

quarterly;  articles,  stories,  helpful  hints  of  interest  to  the  deaf -blind  and 

letters  from  readers;  free  to  the  deaf -blind. 
Gospel  Messenger,  Publisher:  Gospel  Association  for  the  Blind,  3756  103  Street, 

Corona,  L.  I.,  New  York.  Grade  l|;  monthly;  a  religious  magazine. 
Home  Teacher.  Publisher:  National  Braille  Press,  88  St.  Stephen  Street,  Boston  15, 

Massachusetts.  Grade  2;  monthly;  professional  magazine  for  home  teachers  and 

social  workers. 
International  Lions  Juvenile  Braille  Monthly.  Publisher:  International  Lions  Club. 

Embosser:  Clovernook  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  Mt.  Healthy,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Grade  lgj  monthly;  a  magazine  for  children. 
Jewish  Braille  Review.  Publisher:  Jewish  Braille  Institute  of  America,  18U6  Harri- 
son Avenue,  New  York  53,  N.  Y.  Grade  2;  monthly;  articles  of  interest  to  Jewish 

and  non- Jewish  readers,  including  a  children's  supplement  in  grade  lj« 
John  Milton  Magazine.  Publisher:  John  Milton  Society,  156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  10, 

New  York.  Grade  l|;  monthly;  a  religious  magazine. 
John  Milton  Sunday  School  Quarterly.  Publisher:  John  Milton  Society,  156  Fifth 

Avenue,  New  York  10,  New  York.  Grade  l|;  quarterly;  international  Sunday  School 

lessons. 
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Kentucky  Bulletin.  Publisher:  Kentucky  Federation  of  the  Blind,  l5l  Bellaire  Avenue. 
Louisville  6,  Kentucky.  Grade  2;  semi-annually.  Federation  news  and  news  of  the 
blind  of  Kentucky. 

The  Lamp.,  Publisher:  Christian  Association  for  the  Blind,  U30  East  lUl  Street,  New 
York  $k,   N.  Y.  Grade  2;  bi-monthly;  a  religious  magazine. 

Lighthouse  Gleams.  Publisher:  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind,  111  East  59th 
Street,  New  York  22,  N.  Y,  Grade  2;  quarterly;  news  of  the  activities  of  the 
Lighthouse. 

Living  Museum.  Publisher:  Illinois  State  Museum,  Springfield,  Illinois.  Grade  2; 
monthly;  braille  edition  of  inkprint  magazine* 

Lutheran  Messenger  for  the  Blind.  Publisher:  Board  of  Missions  to  the  Blind,  Luth- 
eran Church,  Missouri  Synod.  For  subscription,  write  to:  Rev.  0.  C.  Schroeder, 
I6I4&  East  85  Street,  Chicago,  Illinois.  Grade  l|;  monthly  except  August;  a  re- 
ligious magazine. 

Matilda  Ziegler  Magazine  for  the  Blind.  Publisher:  Matilda  Ziegler  Publishing  Com- 
pany for  the  Blind,  Monsey,  New  York,  Grade  1^,  with  additional  contractions, 
New  York  Point  and  Moon;  monthly;  a  general  magazine  with  special  features  for 
the  blind. 

Message  for  the  Day.  Publisher:  Board  of  Social  Missions  of  United  Lutheran  Church 
in  America,  231  Madison  Avenue,  New  York  16,  N.  Y.  Grade  ljj  monthly;  a  religious 
magazine. 

Messenger  to  the  Sightless.  Publisher:  Society  for  the  Aid  of  the  Sightless,  3h5 
East  Fourth  North  Street,  Provo,  Utah.  Grade  lf-j  monthly;  a  religious  magazine. 

The  Minnesota  Bulletin,  Publisher:  Minnesota  State  Organization  of  the  Blind,  1605 
Eustis  Street,  St.  Paul  8,  Minnesota.  Grade  lj;  bi-monthly. 

The  Minnesotan.  Publisher:  Minnesota  State  Council  of  Agencies  for  the  Blind, 
1936  Lyndale  Avenue  South,  Minneapolis  5>  Minnesota,  Grade  2;  monthly  except 
August;  matters  of  interest  to  the  blind  of  Minnesota. 

New  York  State  Federation  Bulletin.  Publisher:  New  York  State  Federation  of  Work- 
ers for  the  Blind,  k2$   James  Street,  Syracuse,  No  To  Grade  2;  thrice  yearly; 
organization  material. 

Our  Special.  Publisher:  National  Braille  Press,  88  St.  Stephen  Street,  Boston, 
Massachusetts.  Grade  1§;  monthly;  covers  subjects  of  special  interest  to  women, 
such  as  home  occupations,  etc. 

Readers  Digest.  Publisher:  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  1839  Frankfort 
Avenue,  Louisville  6,  Kentucky.  Grade  2  and  Talking  Book;  monthly;  the  inkprint 
magazine  reproduced  in  braille,  four  parts. 

Searchlight.  Publisher:  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind,  111  East  59th  Street, 
New  York,  N.  Y0  Grade  2;  ten  times  a  year;  a  juvenile  magazine. 

The  Seer.  Publisher:  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  1607  North  Second 
Street,  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania.  Grade  lj  and  inkprint;  quarterly;  official 
organ,  of  the  Association. 

Skylark.  Publisher:  Flavia  B.  Snyder,  Krotona,  Ojai,  California.  Grade  2;  quarter- 
ly; fiction  and  articles  of  interest  to  the  deaf-blind;  free  to  the  deaf-blind 
but  mailing  list  is  limited. 

Touch  and  Go.  Publisher:  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  15  West  l6th  Street, 
New  York  11,  N.  Y.  Grade  lj,  with  additional  contractions;  monthly  except 
July  and  August;  a  special  magazine  for  the  deaf-blind. 

Unity  Daily  Word.  Publisher:  Unity  School  for  Christianity,  917  Tracy  Avenue,  Kan- 
sas City,  Missouri.  Grade  ij;  monthly;  a  religious  magazine. 

We  the  Blind.  Publisher:  Pennsylvania  Federation  of  the  Blind,  5137  Spruce,  Phil- 
adelphia 39,  Pennsylvania.  Grade  2  and  inkprint;  quarterly;  current  topics  of 
interest  to  the  blind. 
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jfee  Wisdom.  Publisher:  Unity  School  of  Christian-it,   en  7  * 

Missouri.  0rade  lt;  monthly;  a  magazine  for  children     **  ^nUe'  ^^  *»• 

Weekly  News.  Publisher:  National  Braille  Press  88  St  it  nh  ■» 

Massachusetts.  Grade  2;  weekly;  current  news    ^  Stephe"  StrSSt'  ^^ 

nirtlt/^ot.^Sl:  SS^  -  -  **■    -51  28th  Avenue, 

HA WD- COPIED  bOOKS 

-ss  zixt  ^<^t^^r^tm:rrted  * *e  — •  - 

list  yZSAllS  eltter^rouptf  initiabrrieS;h  "^^  **«>  "tle  "   'his 
abbreviations  for  theses  of T  liberies  fS  £  ESVf  J  *f      *»"  ™  the 
in  which  you  will  find  the  book       a  w  iZ  U        u?         nd  and  lndlcate  the  library 
addresses  of  each  Uorary  anS  tiuJSL  L thes8.ab^eviations,  giving  the  names  and 
June  issue.  y  Publlshmg  house,   is  included  in  every  January  and 

Srmine,  Will.     Last  of  the  longhorns.      3v    NYPL    Western  ctorv 

a^an.r  fnd'earey"^-    *??     "^  ^  "*     «  *•«-■ 
Beginning  where  ^Cnea^y  SrSo^-^.^SlT^'Sfw^     X     195°     ^ 
brother  and  sister  team  continues  the  storl  of  th-  .lkl"g  Book)  left  off>   th±s 

of  her  husband.     Her  valient  st?2*L t  7  lr  moxher's  "•&  after  the  death 

Portrayed  up  to  her  retirement  1*2? to ^  »*  educate  her  eleven  children  is 

KSTiS  Vtr?  2v  ^°  N"  « "fSiof the  age  of  — 

T     .inomas.      The  seven  storey  mountain.     10v     19L8     LC 

t^^^T^SSn^rr^0^  r--A~  «"*'   -»-   after  bis 
Meyer,   Cord,   Jr.     Peace  or  anarchy'  I        ,+  ff  monastery  in  Kentucky. 

Mitchell,   Lucy  Sprague       A  ^VnVv,       ■  1  ^7       tUdent  Li?rar^  NYPL 
Morgan,   ^harlL^rive/     ne "  J?  £&  ^  JS*  *     19^     ChiC^     ^nile 
The  meanings  of  history,    the  meanings  of  life  and  death  "f?  n 
and  responsibilities,   these  DhiloaonMMi   «„     ?•  '  personal  attitudes 

people  brought  into  close  association  quf  ^10ns  underlie   this  story  of  five 

ing  the  war!  association  m  a  station  of  the  French  Underground  dur- 

m     Specie\h°naUvreeastanof° ta*?!^^8^^  ?**d  State"  with  -**■*-  on 
Morton,  Anthony,   pseudonym.     Ac  L  I         ^  ?*  *  ^-technical  readable  style. 

National  Security  Resources  Board       U     t     %J  T'    -Uv     19h9     NYPL     M^ste^  story  * 
Nehru,   Jawaharlal.     WslTffica  ^  Ora^V^^8^'     ^     ^°     LC 
A   collection  of  svepchv*     Wk   «  j  2     195°     Chlcago 

cent  visit  to  America       '        ^  ^^  M  exte^y,  -de  by  Nehru  on  his  re- 

°'SAe^  Bfh"  uA  l0ng  Way  from  Boston-     Uv     191.6     LC 
A  carefree  humorous   account  nf  +v,=     j       ± 

D     Boston  in  the  early  Sit  fnd  decid^  i""*  °ftJW°  SMl1  to™  «irls  <*o  met  in 
Parish,   Anne.     Poor  child?     £  ^S&lnlRS",**  T^  in  a  Model"T  F°^. 
A  harrowing  and  dreadful  ,L.f.k     w  Recently  added  to  LC 

sight  and  perception      Mrs     Rerln  ^     etr3yal  °f  a  CMld  "ritte"  ""h  deep  in- 
him  in  a  condition  worse  than  poveVty!^  &  ^  ^  *"  P°TOrty  but  'ea"s 
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Paul,   Elliot.     A  ghost  town  on  the  Yellowstone.     7v     Grade  lj     19)48     Chicane     Avail- 
able also  as   Talking  Book 

The  author's  account  of  his  life  as  a  member  of  a  survey  crew  in  Trembles,  Mon- 
tana in  1907  and  1908.      The  fourth  in  Mr.    Paul's   autobiographical  series. 

Pelts,  Mary  Ellis,   editor.     Opera  Lover's  companion,   sponsored  by  the  Metropolitan 
Opera  Guild.     7v     19hS>     NYPL 

Essays  by  twenty-five  contributors  giving  plot,  composer,  librettist,  source  and 
interpretations  of  thirty-eight  operas,  all  of  which  have  been  given  at  the  Met- 
ropolitan Opera  House . 

iriestley,   J.   B.      The  linden   tree;    an  inspector  calls;    two  plays.     2v     NY  Guild 
Recently  added  to  NYPL 

The  first  is  a  realistic  play,  the  second  is  tinged  with  the  supernatural.  Well 
written  and  good  theater. 

rtlce,   Craig.      Innocent  bystander.      3v     19U9     NY  Guild     Detective  story 

Fdttelmeyer,    Frederick.     Meditation;   letters  en  the  guidance  of  the  inner  life. 
6v     NYPL 

Rovere,  Richard  H.     The  magnificent  shyster.      3v     Grade  l|     I9k7     NY  Guild 

Sabatini,  Rafael,     Torquemada  and  the  Spanish  inquisition^     8v     192U     LC     A  history 

Sabine,  George  H.     A  history  of  political  theory;   part  2.   8v     1937     Student  Library, 
NYPL 
Both  a  text  and  a  critical  commentary  on  social  philosophy. 

Sayers,    Frances  C.   Tag-along  Tooloo.     Iv     191+7     NYPL     Juvenile   fiction 

Seredy,   Kate.      The  chestry  oak.     Uv     Grade  if     191+8     Chicago 

An  absorbing  story  for  the  nine- to  twelve-year-olds,   about  a  Hungarian  prince 
who  escapes  from  the  German  Occupation  to  America.     Sensitively  told  and  writter 
in  a  singing  style  that  sets  it  apart  from  the  usual. 

Shaplen,   Robert.     A  corner  of  the  world.     Uv     19U9     LC 

A  sequence  of  five  stories,   all  reflecting  the  hangovers  of  war,    the  aimlessness 
and  bitterness  and,   only  rarely,    faith  of  a  few  in  outposts  overseas. 

Skinner,   Cornelia  Otis.      Family  circle.      6v     19U8     Cleveland     Recently  added   to  LC 
Reminiscences  about  a  family  which  included  the  author,   her   father,   Otis  Skinner, 
the  famous  actor -manager,   and  her  mother,  Maud  Durbin,    an  actress. 

Spanish  text:   Benavente,   Jacinto.     Los  malhechores  del  bien,    edited  by  Irving  A. 
Leonard  and  Robert  K.   Spaulding.      3v     Student  Library,   NYPL 

Stein,  Aaron  M.     Death  takes  a  paying  guest.      3v     191+7     LC     Recently  added   to  NY 
Guild     Detective  story 

Stong,   Phil.     Way  down  cellar.      3v     Grade  l£     191+2     NYPL     Juvenile  fiction 

Storer,   T.    I.     General  zoology.      19v     Grade  lj     191+3     Philadelphia     A  zoology  text- 
book 

Tanner,   William  M.     My  English,   Book  3.     5v     19U1     Student  Library,   NYPL 
Teller,  Ludwig.      me  law  of  contracts,     i+v    Student  Library,   NYPL 
Teller,  Ludwig.     The  law  of  torts.   3v     191+3     Student  Library,  NYPL 
Thorp,  Nathan  H.    (Jack),  in  collaboration  with  Clark,   Neil  M.     Pardner  of  the  wind 
7v     Grade  if     1915     Chicago 

Reminiscences  of  the  life  on  the  ranges  of  the  Southwest  about  fifty  years   ago 
Includes  songs  and  anecdotes.     Skillfully  written  with  an  undercurrent  of  dr?   * 
humor .  J 

Thorpe,  Niels.     Peter  Nielsen's  story.     3v     19^9     NYPL 

Thurber,  James  and  White,   E.   B.     Is  sex  necessary?     2v     1929     NY  Guild 

Humorous  sketches  about  life  in  New  York  City. 
Trapp,   Maria  Augusta.      The  story  of  the   Trapp  family  singers.     $v     19h9     NYPL 

s:veT^thT:r?LsecShi^eS  h6H   C°ming.aS  «™™«   *>  •  « tired  AusSL^tain-  s 

stlt^«Z+ldrenL  her  marriage>    ths  development  of  the   "Trapp  Family 
Singers,"    their  tours  in  Europe  and  America,   and  music  camp  at  Stowe     Vermont. 
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Ward,  Roswell.  Out-of-school  vocational  guidance.  2v  1950  NY  Guild 

Washington ,  Booker  T.  Up  from  slavery;  an  autobiography.  Uv  Grade  1^  1901 
Chicago 

The  famous  autobiography  of  a  Negro  scientist  who  did  much  to  make  famous  the 
name  6f  the  Tuskegee  school. 

Wellman,  Paul  I»   The  chain.  9v  Grade  1^  191+9  Chicago  Also  available  as  Talk- 
ing Book 

A  novel  set  in  Kansas  which  tells  of  the  conflict  of  a  minister  who  wishes  to 
practice  literally  the  teachings  of  his  church  and  his  country  club  minded  con- 
gregation. 

Werbel,  Bernard  G.  General  insurance  outline,  third  revised  edition,  9v  191+3 
Student  Library,  NYPL 

Wise,  Stephen.  Challenging  years;  an  autobiography .  6v  191+9  NY  Guild 

This  is  not  a  retelling  of  one  man's  life;  rather  it  goes  behind  the  scenes  of 
the  World  Zionist  conferences,  the  fight  for  recognition  for  American  labor, 
close-ups  of  Cardozo,  Brandeis,  Roosevelt,  La  Guardia  fade  in  and  out  of  the 
book  as  Rabbi  Wise's  activities  took  him  into  the  inner  circles. 

'/food,  George,  C,  and  Carpenter,  Harry  A.  Our  environment,  how  we  use  and  control 
it.  9v  Student  Library,  NYPL 

Young,  Jeremiah  H.;  Barton,  Edwin  N.j  and  Johnston.*  Lysle  E.  Citizens  at  work,  a 
textbook  in  economic  citizenship n  $v     191+0  Student  Library,  NYPL 

Zistel,  Era,  editor.  Golden  book  of  cat  stories,  5v  191+6  NYPL 

Partial  contents:  The  cat1  s  paradise,  by  Emile  Zola;  Lilliom,  by  Damon  Runyon; 
Catnip  and  catnap,  by  Peggy  Bacon;  A  dying  cat,  by  Pierre  Loti;  The  ninth  life, 
by  Mazo  de  la  Roche;  Saha,  by  Colette;  Marion  the  cat,  by  Heywood  Broun;  The 
green  kitten,  by  Maxim  Gorky;  and  other  stories. 

WILL  CUPPY 

When  Will  Cuppy  died,  in  September,  191+9,  he  had  been  working  on  "The  Decline 
and  Fall  of  Practically  Everybody,"  off  and  on,  for  sixteen  years.  During  most  of 
that  time,  of  course,  he  was  busy  with  other  projects — a  weekly  column  of  reviews 
of  mystery  books  for  the  New  York  "Herald  Tribune,"  pieces  for  various  magazines, 
and  a  series  of  books  on  birds,  mammals,  reptiles,  and  fish. . .Perhaps  a  note  on 
how  Cuppy  worked  would  be  of  interest  to  his  readers.  First  of  all,  before  writing 
a  line  on  any  topic — or  even  thinking  about  what  he  might  write — he  would  read 
every  volume  and  article  on  the  subject  that  he  could  find — including,  in  many 
cases,  obscure  books  no  longer  available  in  this  country.   This  was  standard  op- 
erating procedure,  whether  the  topic  in  question  was  the  Giant  Ground  Sloth  or 
Catherine  the  Great. 

After  having  absorbed  this  exhaustive  amount  of  material,  he  would  make  notes 
on  little  3  by  5  inddx  cards,  which  he  would  then  file  under  the  appropriate  sub- 
heading in  a  card-file  box.  Usually  he  would  amass  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  these 
cards  in  several  boxes,  before  beginning  to  block  out  his  piece.  In  some  cases, 
he  would  read  more  than  twenty-five  thick  volumes  before  writing  a  one- thousand- 
word  piece.  Cuppy  felt  that  he  must  know  his  subject  as  thoroughly  as  was  humanly 
possible  before  going  to  work  on  it. 

Sometimes  Cuppy  would  stay  in  his  Greenwich  Village  apartment  for  weeks  at  a 
time,  having  food  sent  in  as  needed*   The  apartment  overflowed  with  books — in  book- 
shelves along  all  living-room  walls  right  up  to  the  ceiling,  in  his  bedroom,  and 
even  in  the  kitchen — over  the  refrigerator  on  top  of  the  stove,  and  on  the  supply 
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shelves. 

Usually  his  day  would  start  in  the  late  afternoon.  After  several  cups  of 
coffee,  he  was  ready  to  start  sorting  cards,  or  writing  notes  to  himself.  He'd 
work  until  about  eight  or  nine,  then  take  a  nap  until  midnight,  when  he'd  fix 
himself  dinner — generally  hamburger,  green  peas,  and  coffee.  "While  enjoying  his 
second  and  third  cups  of  coffee  he  would  phone  his  few  close  friends — often  his 
only  contact  with  the  outside  world.  Then  back  to  work  til  five,  six,  seven,  or 
eight  in  the  morning... 

Cuppy  has  a  devoted  following,  in  England  and  Australia  as  well  as  in  this 
country,  but  he  was  convinced  that  no  one  had  ever  heard  of  him.  Any  evidence  to 
the  contrary  pleased  him  very  much.  Ihe  high  point  of  his  life,  he  once  said, 
was  the  moment  when  he  was  walking  along  Park  Avenue  with  Gene  Tunney,  the  heavy- 
weight champion  of  the  world,  and  someone  passing  said  to  her  companion,  "Why, 
there's  Will  Cuppy." 

But  Cuppy  was  often  equally  set  up  by  a  lack  of  recognition.  I  know  he  would 
have  been  delighted  by  the  error  on  the  part  of  the  newspaper  to  which  he  had  con- 
tributed for  twenty  years,  in  its  early  morning  editions  following  his  death.  The 
picture  labeled  "Will  Cuppy"  accompanying  the  obituary  was  of  someone  else. 

— Fred  Feldkamp 
From  the  Introduction  to  "The  Decline  and  Fall  of  Practically  Everybody" 

Editor's  note:  Among  the  author's  books  the  following  are  in  braille  or 
Talking  Book  form: 

The  Decline  and  Fall  of  Practically  Everybody;  edited  by  Fred  Feldkamp. 

llr  1951  AFB 

How  to  Attract  the  Wombat.     6r     1950     APH 

How  to  Become  Extinct,     lv     19Ul     APH 

How  to   Tell  Your  Friends  from  the  Apes,     lv     1931     BIA 
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